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Questions to consider as you reflect on the stories discussed in the 

course: 

1. In addition to their brevity, what are key elements of the

micro-stories of Augusto Monterroso and Marco Denevi?

2. How does the concept of poetic justice work in Mark Twain’s

“The Story of the Bad Little Boy” and Jorge Luis Borges’s

“Emma Zunz”?

3. Discuss the role of the narrator in Kate Chopin’s “The Story of

an Hour” and Ana María Matute’s “Sin of Omission”? Are

there significant points of contact between the two stories?

4. How does irony function in Guy de Maupassant’s “The

Adopted Son” and Nella Larsen’s “Sanctuary”? What are

primary features of the narrative style of each author?

5. Rosario Ferré’s “The Youngest Doll” does not adhere to the

strictest rules of narrative realism. How does the divergence

from realism affect the plot and the messages of the story?



6. How does Paul Auster’s “Auggie Wren’s Christmas Story”

play with the concept of authorship? What is the role of

“Auggie” (not his real name), and what is his interaction with

“Paul,” the fictionalized author of the story? What does the

“real” Paul Auster seem to be saying about the writing of

fiction?

7. How are Margaret Atwood’s “Happy Endings” and Clarice

Lispector’s “The Fifth Story” examples of metafiction? How

does each of the authors engage the reader?

8. How does Toni Morrison convey her abstract “presence” as the

implied author within the narrative structure of “Sweetness”?

9. What are point of contact and differences between Julio

Cortázar’s “Continuity of Parks” and “The Night Face Up”?

10. Of the eighteen stories, which was your favorite? Runner-up?



Further reading: 

Flannery O’Connor, “Everything That Rises Must Converge” [file] 

Miguel de Unamuno, “The Man Who Buried Himself” 

https://www.wordswithoutborders.org/article/the-man-who-buried-

himself 

Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye (novel) 

Paul Auster, City of Glass (novella, part of The New York Trilogy) 

[Read the novella, not the graphic novel version.] 

The intertexts of City of Glass include the mystery novel and Don 

Quixote. A file with a general introduction to Don Quixote is 

attached. 

Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

https://www.wordswithoutborders.org/article/the-man-who-buried-himself
https://www.wordswithoutborders.org/article/the-man-who-buried-himself

