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Vladimir Putin
How Do Russian People Describe Their Leader?

National Symbol of True Power and Leader

Powerful 

Charismatic

Loyal to Russia and its People

True Patriot of Russia

Fair/Just

Strong

Disciplined

Respected

Intelligent

Strategic

Pragmatic

Wise

Trusted

Person of his Word



1991-1999 Yeltsin Era

Economic collapse and continuing decline

Unemployment of more than 50% 

Inflation of 2500%

Chaos

Progression from the World Leader to Third World Country 

Status

Crisis of National and Cultural Identity and Loss of 

National Pride

Western  values have replaced Russian values: Information 

sector including TV, Media, Books, Consumer Goods and 

Services, Education, Money. That’s also a very important 

reason why Russian Orthodox religion was not only 

reinstated, but faith was necessary to fill spiritual vacuum 

and give sense of hope during the most difficult times for 

Russian people. 



Communist Party gains parliamentary majority 

after the collapse of 600 days of reforms 

initiated by Yavlinskiy to transition central 

planning economic system toward free market 

economic system.

Due to communist party parliamentary majority 

it became very difficult to advance political, 

social and economic reforms necessary for 

transition from mid or late 1990s.

Yeltsin was perceived as weak and incapable

Power Crisis

1998 Financial Default and Crisis in Russia

Power Transfer to Vladimir Putin, Prime Minister 

of Russia, as Yeltsin resigns December 31st, 1999.



Chechnya: First Test for Vladimir Putin as 
Country’s Leader 

First Chechen War (December 1994-August 1996)

Reason: Russian interfered to stop Civil War between 
Dudayev and his opposition. 

De-facto Chechnya achieved independent status while 
remaining in Russian Federation.  

In-Between Years (1996-1999)

Rise of Radical Islam 

State of Anarchy

Rejection of civil norms and values 

Contraband 

Second Chechen War (August 1999-2002)

Reason: Chechen leaders Bassayev and Hatab invaded 
Dagestan to gain access to Caspian sea and eventually to 
establish caliphate.  Caspian sea is strategically important 
for Russia, as well as has oil and gas. 





Some Important Take-Aways

Vladimir Putin proves himself as a commander in chief

He advances economic reforms and order of law and 

integrates Russia into global market

The federal budget in 1999 for the first time since 

collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 is positive

Increase in federal salaries

Investment in infrastructure, education, healthcare

High energy prices, new leadership, economic reforms 

reinstated Russia as emerging market (BRIC) attractive for 

FDI so much needed to rebuild the country and advance 

further the market reforms.

More importantly, Russia remained united. That’s the 

name of the party endorsed by Vladimir Putin. 



NATO 

1990s 

very enthusiastic, positive, romantic view of NATO

Russia and NATO are “friends forever”

1999 

Pivotal point marked by invasion of former Yugoslavia by 
NATO forces

Russia is alarmed and skeptical of equal partnership, 
collaboration and friendship

1999 - Present 

Advancement of NATO bases closer to Russian borders: 
Baltic States, Poland, Czech Republic despite existing 
written agreement that NATO will not advance toward 
Russian borders from early 1990s.

NATO continues to state that advancement is not toward 
Russia, but Iran and North Korea 



Georgia: 08.08.08 5 days war

Mihail Saakashvili invaded Ossetia and overnight 
attacked Russian peace keepers resulting in more than 
100 deaths of Russian soldiers. 

According to International Law any attack on peace 
keepers is considered as act of aggression and 
declaratoin of war. 

Russian troops invaded Georgia. 

The main reasons behind Georgia War

Georgia wanted to make a bid for NATO membership in 
the fall of 2008. A country can’t become a NATO 
member if it has unresolved territorial conflicts. That’s 
why Georgia hoped by invading Ossetia to resolve its 
territorial dispute. 

Moreover, timing of Georgia war perfectly coincided  
with 2008 US Presidential Elections to create an image 
of Russia the Aggressor to boost support for McCain. 



Ukraine 

Historically throughout the time of the Russian Empire Ukraine 

was MALOROSSIA (small territory in the North-East of today’s 

territory of Ukraine)

Under Lenin and Stalin NOVOROSSIA (large territory in the 

South-East of today’s territory of Ukraine) became a part of 

Ukraine to add workers (proletariat) to the predominantly  

farming communities in MALOROSSIA  

1939 Western part of today’s Ukraine is added which historically 

was Hungary-Austrian Empire prior to World War I, and after 

combined territories of Poland, Romania, Hungary. 

Let’s take a look at the map…
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Maidan

Yanukovych advocated for two years for European 
Association agreement that would provide free trade 
between Europe and Ukraine. 

Russia strictly opposed due to existing free trade agreement 
between Russia and Ukraine that would bring European 
imports duty free through Ukraine and will flood Russian 
market and replace Russian goods.

Russia wanted to keep Ukraine in its sphere of influence due 
to strong economic ties with Eastern Ukraine especially in 
the military and defense sector.

Yanukovych is overthrown and 3 new leaders emerge: 
Poroshenko, Turchinov, Yazenuk.  Russia declares it as an 
anti-constitutional and illegal transition of power and doesn’t 
recognize the new government which is deeply rooted and 
supported by ultra-right wing nationalistic movement –
Bandera. 

The very first law they tried to pass was to completely ban 
Russian Language and destroy any cultural heritage that links 
to Russia (monuments, national heroes from World War II). 
That leads to Crimea and Eastern Ukraine resistance. 



Crimea

Historically Russian territory that was given by Nikita 

Khrushchev to Ukraine in 1956.

More than 80 percent are ethnic Russian population

Russian Black Sea Navy Base

Very Pro-Russian territory

March 16, 2014 Public Referendum take place with two 

questions:

Exit from Ukraine

Whether Crimea want to be an independent state or reunite 

with Russia

92% of population voted to reunite with Russia

Presence of Russian troops can be explained by 2010 

Kharkov Agreement according to which 16,000 troops 

remained in Crimea at all times. 



Western View:

Russia violated Prague Memorandum from 1990 according to 
which Ukrainian borders would remain unchanged and 
unchallenged if Ukraine agrees to disarm its nuclear capacity.

Crimea’s Annexation is a violation of International Law and 
illegal, and, therefore, unrecognized by majority of the 
countries. 

Russian View:

Russia did not violate Prague Memorandum since Russia 
considered new government as illegitimate and 
unconstitutional. 

Crimea Parliament made a decision to hold Public 
Referendum, which was conducted according to all 
international laws and standards, therefore, the outcome of 
referendum is considered to be legitimate and constitutional.

 If it was not for referendum, we could witness civil war even 
much worse than in Eastern Ukraine. 

INTERESTING FACT: MORE THAN 70% OF VOTERS 
SUPPORTED VLADIMIR PUTIN IN MARCH 2018 ELECTION. 



Economic Sanctions

While sanctions hurt Russian economy and Russian 

population, economic sanctions unite the nation behind the 

leader. Russian history shows that Russia strengthens under 

economic sanctions. Economic sanctions were imposed 

under Lenin, Stalin, Putin. Russia has immunity toward 

sanctions. More than 50% voted in the most recent 

presidential elections, and 75% of people voted for Vladimir 

Putin. However, due to sanctions Russian trajectory has 

shifted from the West toward the East. 



2016 US Elections 

USA is a great country and economic power, and, therefore, 

Russian people believe it is impossible for a country like 

Russia to affect or influence the choice of 330 million 

American people. Russian people don’t believe that through 

tweets or FB it is possible to decide the outcome of 

elections of the most diverse, educated, advanced and 

developed country in the world. There are other deeper 

underlying forces in American society that can explain the 

result of the election. Russia has become the scapegoat for 

Brexit, Trump win, rise of populism and nationalism across 

Europe. However, it is not Russians who voted for Brexit or 

Donald Trump, it is citizens of Britain and USA who voted 

and made their choice. Furthermore, there’s no record of 

pro-Russian policies under the current administration.  



Syria 

Russia is in Syria upon Assad’s request which gives legal 

status to its presence in the region. 

Aviation and Navy

Main reasons: fight ISIS and mediate the conflict

However, there’s also information about gas pipeline from 

Qatar to Europe going through Syria, therefore, energy 

and energy corridor are additional considerations. 

While Assad and Russia were accused of chemical 

terrorism in the city of Douma, further investigation 

concluded that there were no traces of gas attack. White 

Helmets, a volunteer organization, was responsible for 

creating the images and news of the gas attack. 

400 billion $ to restore Syria



Sergei Skripal

He was arrested in 2008 and then exchanged for Anna 

Chapman in 2010. Therefore, for more than 10 years he has 

not had any access to any secret information or 

confidential materials. He is useless. Why would we want 

to kill him now?  And if it was Russia, why would they 

poison him with gas that was only produced in Russia? 


