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Last Time: The “Golden Age(s) of Piracy” 
1. 1650-1680:  Buccaneering along the Spanish Main (Henry Morgan)

2. 1690s : Piracy shifts to East Indian territories in Indian Ocean and Red Sea 
(Henry Avery, Edward Teach)

3. 1716-1726: Post Spanish-Succession, big shift to West Africa (Blackbeard, Anne 
Bonny & Mary Read, Black Bart)



Post 1720s

*Colonial America:  Colonies Expand, Indian Removals, Slave 
Revolts, Great Awakening, French & Indian War (1754-1763)

*West Africa: Unhindered by piracy, slave trade explodes and 
reshapes the region, then the continent, Islam spreads 
through West Africa

*Caribbean: Major slave uprisings, globalization, monoculture

*Atlantic: War of Jenkins’ Ear (Austrian Succession) 1739-1748, 
Seven Years War (1756-1763)





The Age of Revolution



The Martyrdom of St. Andrew, by Bartolome Esteban Murillo 1678, an 

illustration of crucifixion on the “St. Andrewcross”. 



Map of the Caribbean, St. Eustatia is circled in Red. 











“St. Eustatius is the rendezvous of 

everything and everybody meant to 

be clandestinely conveyed to 

America.”

- Sir Joseph Yorke, British 

Ambassador to The Hague, 

Netherlands (1776) 



“This rock of only six miles in length and three 

in breadth has done England more harm than all 

the arms of her most potent enemies, and alone 

supported the infamous American rebellion.”  

-British Admiral Rodney, after he sacked the 

island  upon hearing of America’s Independence



Vice President John Adams by

John Singleton Copley, April 29, 1789

“…from the success of 

several enterprises by the 

way of St. Eustatia, it 

seems that the trade 

between the two countries 

is likely to increase, and 

possibly congress may 

think it expedient to send a 

Minister there.” 

- John Adams to the 

President of Congress, 

August 4, 1779







The turks are a well built robust people, their complexion not unlike Americans, 
tho’ somewhat larger, but their dress, and long beards, make them appear more 
like monsters than human beings. – John Foss

Marriages are proclaimed in Tripoli, by one or two old women, who run 
through the streets, making a most hideous yelling, and frequently 
clapping their hands to their mouths, similar to the American Indians in 
their pow wows. – Dr. Cowdery

In the morning, about eight o’clock, an old sorceress came to see 
us. She had the complexion of a squaw, bent with age, ugly by 
nature, and rendered frightfully by art. – William Ray

My confinement among those barbarous savages…whose Religion was 
composed of cruelty, whose customs were extravagant, and whose 
usages almost intolerable… – Francis Brooks



…and rescue it from the predatory invasions of the Barbary states. The hostile 
conduct of the savages on our frontiers – the unexampled behavior of our late 
enemy, in holding our posts contrary to the treaty, bridling the country, and 
depriving us of the advantages which would otherwise arise from it; and 
above all, that due and sacred regard which a nation ought ever to pay to her 
engagements… 

Our savage enemies in the Western Territory, and on the coasts of Barbary, 
are evils of the most painful nature…

Pennsylvania Gazette, 1786



Barbary Wars 1801-1805, 1815-1816


