
 

 
The following information will be published on the Courses page of the Summer Sessions Website: 

Course Title: Economics 2340: War, 
plunder and pillage, and other economic conflicts (SBS AXLE credit)}} 
\author{Robert Driskill} 

Course Number: Econ2340 Course Credit: 3 

First Instructor: Robert Driskill First Instructor Email: Robert.driskill@vanderbilt.e
du 

Second Instructor: 
 

Second Instructor Email: 
 

Program start date: 12 May 2022 Program end date: 3 June 2022 

Program location(s): 
(City, Country) 

London, United Kingdom 

If program goes to multiple 
countries (US included), please 
indicate specific start and end date 
for each country 

 

Does this course fulfill any AXLE credit? If so, what? SBS Axle credit 

What are the pre-requisites (if any) for enrolling in 
this course? 

Econ 100, Econ 101 

What is covered in the student budget: (how many 
nights of housing, how many meals, travel, any 
necessary supplies textbooks, visa, admission to 
museums, etc.) 

Housing from 12 May through June 3. Travel to co-
curricular activities within the UK is covered. 
Expenses for co-curricular activities are covered. 

What is not covered in the student budget: (e.g., 
international airfare, supplies, visa costs, meals, etc.) 

Travel to and from London (and from airports to 
London housing location) for the student; textbook; 
meals.  

Visa needed for US passport holders? No 

Please provide the course description below: 

Why would soldiers, such as the well-known guards at Buckingham Palace, be 
dressed in bright red? Surely it makes them an easy target for the enemy. 
Why was the era of castles in the High Middle Ages actually a time of 
relative peace? During World War II, why did Great Britain devote so many 
resources to a strategic bombing campaign that turned out to be very 
ineffective? And in 1914, why did Europe embark on a war of vast 
destruction? These are all questions about the allocation (or misallocation) 
of scarce resources and are part of the purview of Economics. But these 
are not the usual questions addressed in undergraduate economics classes. 
There, the topics mostly are about the allocation of scarce resources when 
property rights are well-defined and protected. This is the way of making a 
living by production and exchange. But much economic activity concerns 
another way of making a living-pillaging and plundering and appropriating by 
force the goods of others. This way of making a living is the subject matter 
of this course. We will study the sources of negotiation failures that lead 
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to war, the economics of how a General, gets his soldiers to do his bidding, the economic 
trade-offs between conscripting soldiers or paying them a market-determined 
wage, the economics of castles, the economics of strategic bombing, and the 
economics of financial conflicts. Understanding of these topics will be 
reinforced by visits to sites such as the Imperial War Museum, the Tower of London, the 
London Eye, Parliament, Churchill's war rooms, and by attending plays about 
conflict. 
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