
 

The following information will be published in the Courses section of the Summer Sessions website: 

Course Title: The Roman to Medieval Near East: The Caesarea Excavations, Israel 

Course Number: CLAS 3730 Course Credit: 3 Credits 

First Instructor: Phillip I. Lieberman First Instructor Email: Phil.lieberman@vanderbilt.e
du 

Second Instructor: Joseph L. Rife Second Instructor Email: Joseph.rife@vanderbilt.edu 

Program location(s): 
(City, Country) 

Caesarea, Israel 

Program start date: 6 May 2020 Program end date: 28 May 2020 

Does your course fulfill any AXLE credit? If so, what? Yes; International Credit 

What are the pre-requisites (if any) for enrolling in 
your course? 

None 

What is covered in the student budget? (nights of 
housing, number of meals, travel, necessary supplies, 
textbooks, visa, admission to museums, etc.) 

22 nights of housing (double room + board); 60 meals; 
internal travel in Israel; entry to national parks and 
museums for excursions  

What is not covered in the student budget? 
(international airfare, supplies, visa costs, meals, etc) 

International airfare; personal supplies; meals while 
on excursions (6 meals total); clothing and equipment 
for archaeological dig 

Is a visa needed for US passport holders? No 

Please provide the course description below (500 words maximum): 

This course introduces students to the history and archaeology of the Near East from Roman times to the 
Middle Ages (ca. 1st century B.C.E.-12th century C.E.) by working and living at the ancient city of Caesarea 
Maritima on the west coast of Israel during the month of May. Caesarea was the lavish port of Herod the Great, 
the Roman provincial capital, a thriving commercial center during the Roman and Byzantine eras, a leading 
marketplace and stronghold under the Islamic caliphates, and a Crusader fortress: a vibrant melting pot of 
cultures and religions throughout its history. Students participate in onsite archaeological research at Caesarea, 
attend practical seminars and lectures on the kibbutz where they lodge, and visit sites and museums in central 
to northern Israel. 
     The Caesarea Excavations, directed by Rife and Lieberman under exclusive license from the Israeli Antiquities 
Authority, furnish a unique opportunity for students at the introductory level to join in a major interdisciplinary 
research program at a spectacular Mediterranean site of prime importance. The 2020 season of the Caesarea 
Excavations, our inaugural campaign, will involve intensive excavation of the north side of Temple Platform and 
the south-central district of the decumanus maximus, an area first occupied by Herod’s great Temple to Roma 
and Augustus and a dense adjacent neighborhood, then by the episcopal complex surrounding the Octagon, 
perhaps by the lost Great Mosque, and finally by an Abbasid to Fatimid souk. Through daily tasks students will 
learn the basic skills of archaeological fieldwork: techniques of digging, architectural and geospatial recording, 
and the collection, identification, conservation, and documentation of artifactual and biological remains. 
     An essential feature of this course is the experience of living and learning in situ. The schedule 
entails a daily routine of excavation and finds-processing punctuated by afternoon lectures or practica; 
occasional excursions to other regions; and the weekly day of rest. Apart from learning methodology, students 
will examine the religious, cultural, social, and economic history of the Roman to Medieval eras as it is reflected 
in the region’s archaeological record. Finally, the course introduces students to the customs, rhythms, and 
spaces of life in modern Israel while they stay on a kibbutz but travel to the nation’s other regions: Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem, and the Galilee and Jordan Valley. 

Please include the following in your Maymester program proposal for internal review: 

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/summer/summer-sessions.php
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▪     Course syllabus     ▪     Program itinerary (itineraries should be finalized by April 15)     ▪     Safety plan     
▪      Detailed budget that includes estimated total cost and clearly describes what’s included in the fee AND       
        what is not/what students should expect to cover out-of-pocket    ▪     Maximum enrollment     
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