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Spotlight on Trust in Political Parties in
El Salvador

Trust in political parties in El Salvador has increased, but remains low

Less than a quarter of Salvadorans trust the nation’s political parties

Trust in Political Parties in El Salvador, 2021
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Since 2004, LAPOP’s AmericasBarometer has measured trust in political parties in El Salvador with the following
question: B21. To what extent do you trust the political parties? Respondents indicated their opinion usinga 1to 7
scale, where 1T means “not at all” and 7 means “a lot.” Here we recode responses into a dichotomous variable, which
allows us to estimate the percentage of people in El Salvador that trust the nation’s political parties. Specifically,
responses “5” through “7” indicating “High Trust” in political parties were combined in one category, while the
remaining responses (“1” through “4") were placed into a baseline “Low Trust” category.

We find that less than a quarter (23.4%) of Salvadorans have trust in political parties. The majority (76.6%) have
low trust in political parties.
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