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Corruption victimization by the police is on the rise in the Latin America and

Caribbean (LAC) region

On average in the LAC region, one in
ten adults are asked for a bribe by a
police officer

Since 2004, LAPOP’s AmericasBarometer has measured
corruption victimization by a police officer by asking the
following question:

EXC2. Has a police officer asked you for a bribe in
the last twelve months?

In the 2018/19 round, this question was included on
surveys conducted in 18 LAC countries. Here we show
the percentage of respondents who answered “yes”
to this question. Police corruption is most prevalentin
Bolivia and Mexico. In both countries, about a quarter
of people report that they have been asked for a bribe
by a police officer. No other LAC country reaches this
rate of police corruption victimization. At the other end,
corruption victimization by the police affects far fewer
people in Costa Rica, Chile, and Uruguay - where less
than 4% report this type of corruption experience.

Corruption Victimization by Police, 2018/19

Bolivia ® 28.1%

Mexico ° 24.7%

Dominican Republic ® 157%
Peru ® 15.7%
Paraguay ® 15.4%
Guatemala o  12.9%
Honduras ® 11.0%
Ecuador ® 10.9%
Nicaragua ® 10.6%
Argentina ® 10.2%
Colombia ® 9.5%
Panama ® 38.8%
Brazil ® 6.9%
El Salvador
Jamaica
Costa Rica
Chile
Uruguay
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95% Confidence Interval
(with Design—-Effects)

Source: © AmericasBarometer, LAPOP, 2018/19; GM v1.0




USAID V VANDERBILT LAPOP AmericasBarometer

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE UNIVERSITYe Barémetro de las Américas

Rates of corruption
victimization by the police

show a slow but steady Corruption Victimization by the Police

increase in the LAC Region, 2004-2018/19
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findings hold when looking at just these countries across time. academic partners and researchers across the Americas.



