
 
Office of Federal Relations    

  
March 10, 2015 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
455 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Alexander, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 16 appropriations process, we hope that you will continue to 
prioritize strategic federal investments in science and engineering research and education. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy. Such investments help bolster our nation’s economic and national 
security by driving innovation, future economic growth, and job creation. 

 
The combination of eroding federal investments in research and higher education, additional 

cuts due to sequestration, and the enormous resources other nations are pouring into these areas have 
all led to an innovation deficit, the widening gap between the needed and actual federal investments in 
research and higher education. A recommitment to strong, sustained investments in research and 
higher education will not only close this innovation deficit but also lead to robust economic growth that 
is essential to addressing our nation’s long-term fiscal challenges.  

 
More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 

innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing new human antibody therapies for people exposed to 
the deadly Ebola and Marburg viruses; designing technologies to test advanced sensor systems that can 
rapidly detect early signs of structural failure in military vehicles; and improving instructional programs 
targeting students with the most severe learning disabilities. The long-term challenges we face today 
will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, but only if we continue to prioritize 
scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our future by cutting spending in areas that 
are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable and accessible. Federal student aid, 
an essential part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all 
undergraduate aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, 
regardless of ability to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally 
low default rates are evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the 
means to succeed in their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a 
long-term strategy to ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate 
and graduate students.  
 

We recognize that you have many competing priorities, as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
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undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you will ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your continuing support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
 Office of Federal Relations 

 
COMMERCE-JUSTICE-SCIENCE 
National Science Foundation 
Background 
Vanderbilt strongly supports keeping the National Science Foundation (NSF) on a sustained path of 
federal funding. We support a funding level of $7.7 billion for NSF in FY 16. 
 
As the only federal agency charged with the promotion of scientific progress across all scientific and 
engineering disciplines, NSF is the cornerstone of America’s basic research enterprise. NSF is committed 
to the fundamental, interdisciplinary, high-risk, and transformative research and education needed to 
ensure that the U.S. remains competitive in the decades ahead. NSF competitively awards grants to 
support research and education, scientific equipment and infrastructure, and support for graduate 
students and early career faculty. Given NSF’s unique mission of supporting basic research across all 
scientific disciplines, it is essential that Congress continue to fund the social and behavioral sciences. 
This type of research has proven invaluable in understanding human behavior in times of crisis and in an 
increasingly interconnected world. 
 
NSF at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt received over $23 million from NSF in FY 14 including $7.5 million at the School of 
Engineering, $6.6 million at the College of Arts & Science and $5 million at the Peabody College of 
Education and Human Development. Examples of NSF funding at Vanderbilt include: 
• Vanderbilt faculty held 17 active CAREER awards in FY 14, which support exceptionally promising 

junior faculty who are committed to the integration of research and education and are likely to 
become the academic leaders of the 21st century.  

• Vanderbilt students have successfully competed for NSF Graduate Research Fellowships, a program 
that plays a vital role in training the next generation of STEM leaders. In 2014, 21 Vanderbilt 
graduate students won National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships.  

• Vanderbilt’s Institute for Nanoscale Science and Engineering (VINSE) continues to play a key role in 
the statewide $20 million NSF EPSCoR award, conducting research and training undergraduate and 
graduate students as well as faculty from across the state. VINSE and the service organization 
Vanderbilt Student Volunteers for Science (VSVS) have worked together to create the VSVS Rural 
program, which provides teachers in rural communities with kits containing science lessons and 
training needed to provide students with interactive and engaging science lessons. Since its 
establishment the VSVS Rural program has reached just over 8,000 students.  

• NSF funds a $10 million, five year grant at Vanderbilt to support research investigating ways to 
protect patient confidentiality and privacy as health organizations move toward the use of 
electronic health records.  

• Social Science funding from NSF has supported research at Vanderbilt into how memories are 
formed and retrieved, and how to selectively manipulate our ability to learn using a mild electrical 
current.  
 

Request 
FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 

Request 
FY 16 Vanderbilt 

Request 
$6.88 billion $7.17 billion $7.34 billion $7.7 billion $7.7 billion 
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NASA 
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to appropriate $5.49 billion for NASA’s Science Mission Directorate, which 
includes Earth Science, Planetary Science, Astrophysics and Heliophysics, $594 million for Aeronautics, 
and $724.8 million for Space Technology. Within the Education account, we support $40 million for the 
Space Grant Program, equal to the FY 15 funding level. Vanderbilt supports NASA’s investment in the 
future NASA workforce pipeline through such training programs as the Space Technology Research 
Fellowships. 
  
For more than 50 years, NASA has captivated the public with accomplishments that have revolutionized 
our understanding of earth and space sciences, the life sciences and aeronautics, and have led to new 
technologies. For the U.S. to remain the global leader in space, we must continue to make a strong 
investment in NASA.  
 
NASA at Vanderbilt 
Last year, Vanderbilt received $1.6 million in research funding from NASA, the vast majority of which is 
at the School of Engineering. Examples of NASA-funded programs at Vanderbilt include: 
• Vanderbilt is the lead institution for the Tennessee Space Grant Consortium. NASA’s Space Grant 

program is a national network of colleges and universities that are working to expand opportunities 
for Americans to understand and participate in NASA's aeronautics and space projects by supporting 
and enhancing science and engineering education, research and public outreach efforts. Space 
Grant funding supports both undergraduate and graduate education at Vanderbilt and at 14 
affiliated institutions across the state.  

• In 2013, a Vanderbilt graduate student was one of 65 Space Technology Research Fellows. With the 
fellowship, the student is creating new visualization methods that allow robot operators to assess 
the large amounts of information that they need to supervise robotic operations. The same year, 
another Vanderbilt graduate student was awarded a Harriet G. Jenkins Graduate Fellowship through 
the Minority University Research and Education Project. This fellowship was awarded to just 30 
graduate students nationwide to increase diversity in STEM disciplines.  

• NASA has awarded $4.4 million to a collaboration of scientists at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight 
Center and universities, including Vanderbilt, to help build a 2.5 meter ultraviolet telescope for 
deployment on the International Space Station in 2017.  

 
Request 
 FY 13 Final FY 14 Final  FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 

Request 
FY 16 Vanderbilt 

Request 
Science $4.78 billion $5.15 billion  $5.24 billion $5.29 billion $5.49 billion 
Aeronautics $529.5 million  $566.0 million  $651 million $571.4 million $594 million 
Space 
Technology 

$614.5 million  $576.0 million  $596 million $724.8 million $724.8 million 

Space Grant $37.2 million  $40.0 million  $40 million $24 million $40 million 
 
DEFENSE 
Department of Defense Research  
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to provide $2.43 billion in funding for Defense basic research (6.1) and $12.8 
billion for Defense Science & Technology (S&T) in FY 16. Within the Defense 6.1 basic research program, 
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Vanderbilt urges Congress to sustain funding for the National Defense Education Program, which 
supports undergraduate scholarships, graduate fellowships and research awards to exceptionally 
talented researchers and the National Defense Science and Engineering Graduate Fellowships program. 
Additionally, we urge Congress to fund the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) at 
$2.97 billion. Historically, DARPA has invested in high-risk, high-reward research that has led to 
extraordinary, “game-changing” technological advances, such as the Internet and GPS. 
 
This programmatic request for Defense basic research would constitute approximately 19 percent of 
Defense S&T and 20 percent of RDT&E, using the FY 15 RDT&E funding level as a base. This level of 
investment would provide sustained growth and make modest progress toward achieving the 20/20 
benchmark funding level, in which investments in Defense S&T constitute 20 percent of the total 
Defense RDT&E budget, and investments in 6.1 basic research comprise 20 percent of the total Defense 
S&T budget. Defense S&T comprises 6.1 basic research, 6.2 applied research, and 6.3 advanced 
technology development programs. 
  
Defense 6.1 basic research was 18.6 percent of Defense S&T in FY 15 and Defense S&T was 19.1 percent 
of RDT&E in FY 15.  Vanderbilt supports achieving the 20/20 investment level over a three-year period 
by modestly increasing the share of funding through FY 17 for both 6.1 basic research and Defense S&T. 
 
Additionally, this level of funding is consistent with the goals of the 2014 Quadrennial Defense Review 
and would enable the Department to address some of the recommendations contained in the Defense 
Science Board’s Basic Research Task Force report of February 2012. That report outlines the unique and 
valuable role the Defense Department plays in funding basic research. Among its recommendations is a 
call for additional investments in graduate fellowships supported by the National Defense Education 
Program and the National Defense Science and Engineering Graduate Fellowships program.  
 
As our nation’s battlefronts and enemy capabilities continue to evolve for 21st century conflicts, new 
disruptive technologies, which enable our military to preserve a leading edge and avoid strategic 
surprise, are essential. Looking to the horizon, it is imperative that the Defense Department, even in a 
constrained funding environment, invests in the foundational science and technologies to confront 
these challenges.   
 
DOD at Vanderbilt 
The University received over $39.3 million from the Department of Defense last year, the second largest 
source of federal agency research funding at the University. Our School of Engineering received more 
than 40 percent – totaling nearly $21 million – of its federal funding from DOD, its largest source of 
federal research funding. Any changes in DOD funding would be acutely felt by our world-class 
engineering researchers as well as their colleagues in the College of Arts & Science, which received $6.4 
million from DOD last year, and the Medical Center, which received nearly $12 million. Examples of 
Defense-funded research at Vanderbilt include: 
• In 2013 and 2014, four Vanderbilt students received National Defense Science and Engineering 

Graduate Fellowships through the U.S. Air Force Office of Scientific Research.  The purpose of this 
fellowship is to increase the number and quality of our nation’s scientists and engineers. 

• With funding from the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, Vanderbilt’s Laboratory for Systems 
Integrity and Reliability tests advanced sensor systems that can rapidly detect early signs of failure in 
structures including military vehicles, aircraft, automobiles, and wind turbines.  

• Engineers at Vanderbilt were awarded a $9.3 million contract to work on tools that are part of 
DARPA’s Adaptive Vehicle Make Program, which seeks to dramatically reduce the costs and lead 
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times involved in developing new military vehicles by transforming the existing design and 
manufacturing process.   

• DARPA has funded engineers at Vanderbilt’s Institute for Software Integrated Systems who have 
developed a system that turns soldiers’ combat helmets into “smart nodes” in a wireless sensor 
network, displaying the location of enemy shooters in three dimensions and accurately identifying 
the caliber and type of weapons they are firing. 

• DARPA also granted the Institute for Software Integrated Systems funds to accelerate the Android 
Mobile Middleware Objects project. The new middleware developed at the Institute provides the 
building blocks to allow smartphones to replace and expand the functions of the traditional tactical 
radios used by the military. Presently deployed with more than 2,000 troops overseas, the DARPA-
funded AMMO project is geared to help soldiers avoid firing on friendly troops, navigate back to 
base in unfamiliar territories, avoid potential ambush points and protect civilians traveling with the 
troops.  

  
Request 

 FY 13 Final  FY 14 Final  FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

6.1 Basic 
Research 

$2.10 billion $2.17 billion $2.28 billion $2.09 billion $2.43 billion  

Defense S&T $12.15 billion $12.19 billion $12.25 billion $12.26 billion $12.8 billion 
DARPA $2.58 billion $2.75 billion $2.92 billion  $2.97 billion $2.97 billion 
 
ENERGY-WATER 
Department of Energy’s Office of Science and ARPA-E 
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to provide $5.34 billion for the Department of Energy’s Office of Science in FY 
16. Vanderbilt also supports $325 million in FY 16 for the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy 
(ARPA-E). This represents an ongoing commitment to supporting the important work of ARPA-E in the 
advancement of high-risk, high-reward energy research that is unlikely to be supported by industry or 
other parts of DOE. 
 
Strong and predictable funding for the Office of Science is critical to maintaining U.S. leadership in the 
physical and biological sciences, computing, energy and other important long-term areas of scientific 
research in which U.S. industry will not invest. The Office of Science is the nation’s primary supporter of 
basic physical sciences research, providing approximately 47 percent of total federal funding for this 
research. Funding at the requested level is important to enable the Office of Science to maintain its 
existing level of support for its core scientific research programs and scientific user facility operations. 
 
Of particular interest to Vanderbilt are university-based energy research centers and training initiatives 
aimed at producing needed scientific and technical talent in key energy-related and physical science 
disciplines. We continue to support the Energy Frontier Research Centers program, the Energy 
Innovation Hubs and programs that support graduate students and ensure DOE can meet its future 
workforce needs at the national laboratories.   
 
By prioritizing funding for DOE scientific research, facilities and training programs, Congress can help 
preserve our capacity to innovate, reduce our dependence on foreign sources of energy, enhance our 
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competitive edge in the global economy, improve our quality of life, educate the next generation of 
scientists and engineers, ensure our national security, and create good American jobs.  
 
DOE Office of Science at Vanderbilt 
Funding for DOE’s Office of Science is a high priority for Vanderbilt as well as the state of Tennessee, 
which receives the third highest amount of DOE Office of Science funding, behind only California and 
Illinois. Vanderbilt received approximately $12.4 million from DOE last year. Examples of DOE funding at 
Vanderbilt include: 
• A team of Vanderbilt and Oak Ridge engineers is leading an Energy Frontier Research Center that is 

trying to significantly improve our understanding of how gases and liquids interact with solid 
surfaces – basic studies that have potential applications ranging from better batteries to more 
efficient methods for converting solar and electrical energy into fuel, improved fuel cells and 
enhancing the corrosion resistance of materials. This is one of the two such centers that DOE 
established at ORNL. This center was renewed in June 2014 with an additional $15.2 million in 
funding over four years.  

• A Vanderbilt doctoral student found a way to use finely focused beams of electrons to create some 
of the smallest wires ever made in research primarily funded by DOE’s Office of Science.  

• Sponsored in part by a DOE grant, Vanderbilt researchers assisted in the development of an ultra-
fast, ultra-small optical switch that could advance the day when photons replace electrons in the 
internal workings of consumer products.  

 
Request 

 FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 
Vanderbilt 

Request 
Office of 
Science 

$4.62 billion $5.07 billion $5.07 billion $5.34 billion $5.34 billion 

ARPA-E $251 million $280 million $280 million $325 million $325 million 
 
INTERIOR 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports $155 million in funding for the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in FY 
16. This level of funding would allow the agency to continue to re-build its capacity to support peer-
reviewed humanities research and education programs. We are particularly committed to restoring 
funding to the competitive grant programs. Our country’s long-term success in meeting economic, 
global and national security challenges depends on understanding not only of technological and 
scientific complexities but broader social and international issues as well. Programs funded by the 
Endowment are vital to ensuring that America can compete successfully in a global economy and 
advance sound public policy to address the challenges of the 21st century. NEH programs stimulate the 
creativity and innovation that have helped our nation provide global leadership and underlie the cultural 
intelligence that buttresses successful diplomacy. 
 
NEH at Vanderbilt  
NEH is a vital source of funds for humanities scholars and researchers at Vanderbilt who work to better 
understand and address the social, economic, and political challenges facing the world today: 
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• Our Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities began over 20 years ago with a Challenge Grant 
from the NEH; a $480,000 grant leveraged $1.9 million which has enabled the Center to become a 
vital part of the university for the past two decades.   

• In December 2014, two Vanderbilt faculty members received grants from the NEH. Marshall Eakin, 
professor of history, was awarded a grant to complete his book Shadows of the Soul: Brazilian 
Identity in the Twentieth Century. Humberto Garcia, associate professor of English, was awarded a 
grant to support research for his second book project, Romanticism Re-Oriented: Indian Authors and 
English Literary Culture, 1770–1830. 

 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$138.4 million $146 million 
 

$146 million $147.9 million $155 million 

 
LABOR-HHS-EDUCATION 
Health & Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 
Background 
To continue to create jobs, advance public health and improve quality of life, Vanderbilt urges Congress 
to provide $32 billion in FY 16 for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to put the NIH on the pathway to 
restoring the purchasing power it has lost over the past decade. Biomedical research funded by the NIH 
is essential to the maintenance of U.S. leadership in the life sciences and helps reduce health care costs 
by advancing medical knowledge in the treatment and prevention of disease. Unfortunately, after a 
decade of subinflationary increases leading to a more than 20 percent loss in purchasing power, 
potential grantees face historically low application success rates. Specifically, the NIH estimates 
application success rates of around 17 percent in FY 15, a reality that leaves huge amounts of scientific 
opportunities unfunded. 
 
Our nation’s biomedical research enterprise is not only the world’s biggest and best, but it is also an 
economic powerhouse. More than 80 percent of NIH funding goes to extramural research done largely 
at academic research institutions like Vanderbilt. The FY 15 budget provided funding for grants 
supporting more than 300,000 researchers at more than 2,500 universities, medical schools, and other 
research institutions across the country.  In 2012 alone, NIH investment in biomedical research led to 
the creation of nearly 400,000 high-quality jobs and produced nearly $60 billion in economic activity, 
according to a report by United for Medical Research, of which Vanderbilt is a member. However, our 
global dominance in life science is increasingly under threat.  If present trends continue, China’s financial 
commitment to biomedical research will be twice that of the United States’ in the next five years (and 
four times greater as a share of GDP). 
  
Within NIH, Vanderbilt strongly supports the Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSA) program, 
which seeks to reduce the time it takes for laboratory discoveries to become treatments for patients, to 
engage communities in clinical research efforts and to train a new generation of clinical and 
translational researchers. Our CTSA, the Vanderbilt Institute for Clinical and Translational Research 
(VICTR), is not only one of 62 existing centers, but in June 2011 was named the Coordinating Center for 
the nation’s entire network of CTSAs, making Vanderbilt a core resource for clinical research for the 
nation. VICTR’s mission is to transform the way ideas and research discoveries make their way 
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from origin to patient care. This is accomplished using a multi-faceted approach: through collaboration 
with a wide variety of research partners; by training, nurturing and rewarding participating researchers; 
by funding research; by developing new and innovative ways to involve the community in research; by 
developing new informatics and biostatistical systems; and by making available the latest technologies 
and sound research results affecting patient care. VICTR and the CTSA Coordinating Center are the 
largest federal grants Vanderbilt has received, totaling nearly $80 million. 
 
Vanderbilt also supports the aims of multi-institute and multi-agency initiatives at the NIH such as the 
effort to fight antimicrobial resistance, the BRAIN Initiative and the Precision Medicine Initiative. This 
last effort is especially exciting to many in the Vanderbilt community. Vanderbilt’s Medical Center is an 
established leader in personalized and precision medicine across multiple disciplines, including oncology 
and pharmacogenetics. With one of the largest DNA biorepositories in the world, BioVU, at their 
disposal, Vanderbilt researchers are engaged in an array of research projects with the promise of further 
advancing precision medicine capabilities at the bedside. 
 
NIH at Vanderbilt 
NIH is the largest source of federal funding for Vanderbilt, totaling over $344 million and accounting for 
almost 70 percent of our federal research funds. The Medical Center received over $313 million in NIH 
research funding last year; the College of Arts & Science received over $15 million; the School of 
Engineering received over $9 million; and Peabody College of Education and Human Development 
received approximately $6 million. Among U.S. medical schools, Vanderbilt is one of the 10 largest NIH 
grant recipients.  
 
Our faculty compete extremely successfully against their peers across the country for this funding, but 
depend on the availability of sustained, steady public investment in biomedical research in order to 
continue to improve human health. Vanderbilt NIH-supported investigators are engaged in cutting edge 
science in such research fields as Ebola and other infectious diseases, genomics, personalized (precision) 
medicine, cancer, bioengineering, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease, autism and child development, and schizophrenia. Examples of NIH-supported research and 
training at Vanderbilt include: 
• With support from the NIH, Vanderbilt researchers partnered with Mapp Biopharmaceutical Inc. to 

develop new human antibody therapies for people exposed to the deadly Ebola and Marburg 
viruses. At Vanderbilt, researchers are using a high-efficiency method to isolate and generate large 
quantities of human antibodies from the blood of people who have survived Ebola and Marburg 
infections and who are now healthy.  

• Vanderbilt University Medical Center received a $7.2 million grant from the NIH to become one of 
six medical centers around the country selected to participate in a network to develop effective 
approaches for diagnosing hard-to-solve medical cases (undiagnosed diseases). The Vanderbilt 
Undiagnosed Disease Network clinical site will have emphases on heritable lung diseases in adults 
and children, heritable and other heart problems including arrhythmias and autonomic disorders in 
adults, and metabolic and other genetic problems in children. 

• Peabody College of Education professors received a five-year $2.1 million grant from the National 
Institute for Deafness and Other Communication Disorders to study communication interventions 
for younger siblings of children with Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

• A Vanderbilt Engineering professor won a grant from the National Institute of Biomedical Imaging 
and Bioengineering to develop a unique endoscope for colonoscopy in patients with inflammatory 
bowel disease. 
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• An interdisciplinary team of researchers from Vanderbilt and other institutions received a grant from 
NCATS to create a “microbrain bioreactor”, an organ simulator containing a small population of 
human cells that can be used to test new drugs. This grant is part of the $70 million “Tissue Chip for 
Drug Testing” program, a five-year program that is a cooperative effort on the part of NIH, the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and the FDA.  

• Funding from the National Cancer Institute (NCI) supports a multitude of research programs at the 
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center (VICC), the only NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center in 
Tennessee. For example, the Center’s Breast Cancer Specialized Program of Research Excellence 
(SPORE) grant was renewed for a third time, providing more than $11.3 million over five years for 
breast cancer research at Vanderbilt.  

• The Vanderbilt Vaccine Research Program is one of nine NIH-supported Vaccine and Treatment 
Evaluation Units (VTEUs) across the country which conduct clinical trials of promising candidate 
vaccines and therapies for infectious diseases. Together VTEUs are estimated to receive funding of 
up to $135 million per year from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases over a 
seven-year period.  

 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$29.3 billion $29.8 billion $30.1 billion 
($30.3 billion with 

Ebola funding) 

$31.3 billion $32.0 billion 

 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports $375 million for AHRQ in FY 16 discretionary funding. Complementing the 
biomedical research supported by NIH, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) is the 
lead federal agency charged with supporting research to improve health care quality, reduce costs, 
advance patient safety, decrease medical errors and broaden access to essential services. Vanderbilt 
believes in the value of health services and health systems research that has the promise to improve 
quality and efficiency by translating research into measurable improvements in the health care delivery 
system. Vanderbilt supports related research through the Vanderbilt Center for Health Services 
Research, Vanderbilt Evidence-based Practice Center (one of 13 AHRQ-supported EPCs nationwide) and 
other institutional assets. 
 
AHRQ at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center received almost $7 million from AHRQ in FY 14. Examples of AHRQ 
funded research includes: 
• In 2014, Vanderbilt was awarded a five-year, $3.3 million institutional training grant by AHRQ for the 

V-POCKET program (Vanderbilt Patient-centered Outcomes Research Career Knowledge, Education, 
and Training). V-POCKET focuses on patient-centered outcomes research and is not limited to a 
specific disease or type of patient. The research program aims to produce clinically relevant, patient-
specific information that can help patients make decisions about treatment options. 

• Vanderbilt researchers have received AHRQ funding to investigate the comparative effectiveness of 
various treatment options for diseases like lung cancer and prostate cancer. 

• Since 2007, Vanderbilt’s Institute for Medicine and Public Health has been under contract with 
AHRQ to undertake systematic reviews of topics in areas such as women´s health, child health, 
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trauma, and cardiology. Vanderbilt is one of only ten Evidence-based Practice Centers (EPCs) funded 
by this program in the country.  One recent study concerned Autism Spectrum Disorder. Vanderbilt 
researchers reported updated findings regarding the benefits of behavior-focused therapies for 
children with autism spectrum disorder.  The study found more evidence that early intensive 
behavioral interventions can be effective for young children on the autism spectrum, especially 
related to their cognitive and language skill.  

 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$365 million $364  million $363.7 million $275.8 million $375 million 
Note: Totals do not include Prevention and Public Health Trust Fund or PCORTF transfers 
 
University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and 
Service (UCEDD) 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports funding of $39 million in FY 16 for the University Centers for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD), which is located within the Administration for Community Living. 
This request would bring UCEDD funding roughly equal to FY 11 levels of $38.9 million. 
  
UCEDDs at Vanderbilt 
The network of 67 UCEDDs – including Vanderbilt’s Kennedy Center, which receives approximately 
$535,000 annually – provide interdisciplinary training, community services, research, technical 
assistance and information dissemination on developmental disabilities. UCEDDs such as the Kennedy 
Center exist to provide a unique and expert state and community resource to facilitate independence 
and full participation in the community for people living with developmental and other disabilities such 
as autism spectrum disorder, behavioral disorders, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, Down syndrome, and 
other genetic syndromes. Services provided by Vanderbilt’s UCEDD include state-of-the-art diagnosis, 
evaluation, support services for children and adults in health care, cognitive development, behavior 
disorders, education, and daily living and work skills. Funding is needed to address critical and emerging 
national needs, such the growing numbers of individuals with autism spectrum disorders.  
 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$36.6 million $36.7 million $37.7 million $38.6 million $39.0 million 
 
Title VIII 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports nursing workforce development Title VIII program funding of $244 million in FY 16, 
which is roughly the level of support Congress provided in FY 10. Over the last 50 years, Title VIII of the 
Public Health Service Act programs have addressed each aspect of nursing shortages—education, 
practice, retention and recruitment.  
 
Title VIII at Vanderbilt 
In FY 14, Vanderbilt School of Nursing received over $500,000 from Title VIII nursing workforce 
development programs. With the projected coming shortfall in skilled nursing practitioners and the 
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increase in seniors needing additional health care, these programs are more critical than ever to building 
our national health care workforce. 
 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$217.5 million $223.7 million $231.6 million $231.6 million $244 million 

 
Nurse Managed Health Clinics 
Background 
Given the tremendous potential of the Nurse-Managed Health Clinic (NMHC) model, along with the 
growing need to expand access to care and primary care provider capacity, Vanderbilt continues to 
support a federal NMHC-specific funding mechanism (Title III of the Public Health Service Act, 
administered by the Health Resources and Services Administration) in FY 16. 
 
Nurse-managed health clinics are nurse-practice arrangements managed by advanced practice nurses 
(APNs), primarily nurse practitioners, who provide primary care or wellness services to underserved or 
vulnerable populations.  The clinics are most often associated with a school, college, university, or 
department of nursing. Nurse-managed health clinics serve urban, rural and suburban communities. 
Although these clinics are run by nurse practitioners, they are staffed by interdisciplinary health provider 
teams, which may include physicians, social workers, public health registered nurses, dentists, and 
therapists. Quality measure findings for nurse-managed health clinics compared favorably with national 
benchmarks, with particularly high quality demonstrated for chronic disease care management. 
 
Vanderbilt believes that NMHCs should have their own source of funding, separate from other safety-
net clinics like federally qualified health centers (FQHCs). The patient population and payor mix for 
nurse-managed health clinics is similar to that of community health centers. However, many NMHCs 
affiliated with academic schools of nursing cannot meet the governance requirements for the 
community health center program and therefore do not qualify for community health center funding. 
Yet, their affiliation to academic institutions makes them prime training grounds for all different types of 
health care providers. 
 
NMHCs at Vanderbilt 
At Vanderbilt, affiliated nurse-managed clinics train more than 30 APNs, physician assistants, medical 
students and social work students each year for the past 20 years. Affiliated NMHC, Vine Hill Clinic, 
serves as a model for interprofessional collaborative practice where the advanced practice nurse leads a 
team composed of the APN, a pharmacist, a physician, and a professional counselor.  Vanderbilt sends 
our nursing and medical students to train in local and rural communities and these additional clinical 
training sites allow us to increase our enrollment capacity. This relationship allows for training new 
practitioners in high-need, otherwise underserved, areas. 
 
Department of Education 
Student Aid Programs 
Background 
Vanderbilt recognizes the critical role that federal student aid programs play in making college 
affordable for students. We encourage Congress to maintain the discretionary base of $4,860 for the Pell 
Grant to support the scheduled increase in the maximum award to $5,915, which is comprised of both 
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discretionary and mandatory funding.  We encourage Congress to protect the future of Pell by ensuring 
that any Pell surplus remains in the program.   
 
We urge Congress to maintain at least pre-sequester funding levels for other federal student aid 
programs that provide grants and work-study to low- and middle-income students.  These programs 
include Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants and Campus-Based Work-Study. 
 
We share the goal of making college more affordable for students and we look forward to continuing 
discussions with the Administration and Congress to ensure that efforts to do so do not harm quality or 
jeopardize potential student funding for low-income students and graduate students.   We appreciate 
the interest in streamlining these federal aid programs and want to work with Congress and the 
Administration on a long-term strategy to ensure both undergraduate and graduate students have 
federal support to access higher education. 
 
Pell Grants: Vanderbilt supports maintaining the discretionary base of $4,860 for the Pell Grant program. 
This would ensure a reliable source of grant aid for the neediest students, thereby increasing access to 
and the affordability of higher education.  
 
Campus-Based Programs: We are strong supporters of the campus-based aid programs, including Work-
Study and the SEOG; we support $757 million for SEOG, matching the FY 11 pre-sequester funding level, 
and at least $990 million for Work-Study. By law, universities match one-to-three the federal SEOG 
funds, multiplying the federal investment in low-income students. SEOG allow us to help plug the holes 
for financially needy students while the work-study program encourages financially disadvantaged 
students to develop strong work habits.  
 
Graduate Education: Vanderbilt encourages Congress to provide at least the FY 12 pre-sequester funding 
level of $31 million in FY 16 for the Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN).  The GAANN 
program helps ensure a strong pipeline of talented experts and educators who will help to meet the 
demands of our 21st century workforce. We support including the arts, humanities, and social disciplines 
as eligible fields for grant competition in FY 16. In the longer-term we want to work on building support 
for graduate students in the humanities.  

 
Student Financial Aid at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt University is fortunate to be able to offer prospective undergraduate students a need-blind 
admissions process while meeting 100 percent of all eligible undergraduate students’ demonstrated 
financial need without loans. Our expanded aid initiative means that all of an eligible undergraduate 
student’s demonstrated need is met by grants and scholarships (gift assistance) in addition to an 
expected work component – no need-based loans are included as part of a students’ aid package. In 
2014-15, 64.8 percent of our undergraduates received some type of financial assistance and the average 
financial aid award received by Vanderbilt undergraduates in 2014-2015 was $45,477. Vanderbilt’s net 
price in 2013-14 (the average price paid by families when all aid is subtracted) was $22,173. For families 
with incomes below $40,000, students received an average of $48,521 in gift aid from the university.   
 
We achieve this through a sizeable commitment of institutional funds dedicated to student aid 
complemented by federal and state student aid programs. So far during the 2014-15 year, we have 
spent more than $39.5 million in institutional funds in all categories and programs of financial aid for 
first-year undergraduates. Thanks to our debt reduction initiative, our graduates are leaving Vanderbilt 
with decreasing debt burden. The graduating class of 2014 had an average indebtedness of $20,790, 
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approximately $3,800 less than the state average. Our students also find themselves in a position to 
repay these debts; our default rate in FY 11 was 1.3 percent. 
 
Federal grant programs generally help to form undergraduate students’ need-based aid package while 
loans are made in accordance with students’ federal eligibility. Vanderbilt will provide our 
undergraduate, graduate and professional students with the following projected amounts of federal aid 
during the 2014-15 award year:  
• Nearly $4.0 million in Pell Grants to nearly 1000 students; 
• $314,000 in Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants to 80 students (excluding the 

required institutional matching funds); 
• $1.3 million in Federal Work-Study to over 800 students (excluding the required institutional 

matching funds); and 
• $4 million in Perkins Loans disbursements to almost 575 students. 
  
Request 
 FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 

Request 
FY 16 

Vanderbilt 
Request 

Pell Grant max $5,550 $5,730 $5,775 $5,915 $5,915 
SEOG $696.2 million $733.1 million $733.1 million $733.1 million $757.0 million 
Work-study $925.6 million $974.7 million $989.7 million $989.7 million $990.0 million 
GAANN $29.3 million $29.3 million $29.3 million $29.3 million $31.0 million 
 
Institute of Education Sciences 
Background 
The Department of Education's Institute of Education Sciences (IES) is the primary federal agency 
supporting high-quality education research that provides the evidence on which to ground education 
practice and policy. Vanderbilt supports $676 million for the IES in FY 16 to advance rigorous education 
research. Vanderbilt also urges Congress to ensure that these resources are focused on competitively-
awarded and investigator-initiated rigorous research projects.  
  
IES at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt is one of the major recipients of IES funding nationally, receiving almost $17 million from the 
Department of Education for research last year. Vanderbilt’s Peabody College of Education and Human 
Development is deeply engaged in high-quality research into areas of great interest to both Congress 
and the Administration including identifying “what works” in the classroom and identifying methods to 
assess both teachers and school leaders. We believe that basing education policy on research and 
rigorous evaluations will ultimately improve education for all students – if sufficient funding is provided 
so that theory and research findings can be translated into practice. IES has funded four national centers 
that conduct research and outreach at Vanderbilt: 
• The Accelerated Academic Achievement Research Center, the newest $10 million national center at 

Vanderbilt, enables researchers to study instructional programs targeting students with the most 
severe learning disabilities in grades three to five. 

• The National Center on Scaling Up Effective Schools received a $13.6 million award over five years to 
conduct research on scaling up effective schools. Fort Worth Independent School District is the 
latest partner in this national center that aims to identify programs, practices, processes and policies 
that make some high schools more effective at reaching low-performing students.  
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• Vanderbilt researchers are examining the behaviors of students who display a late-emerging reading 
disability (LERD). Their goal is to distinguish among major types of LERD students and identify 
potential child-level factors that may be amenable to early or later intervention programs. With 
Institute of Education Sciences funding, researchers will explore promising predictor variables that 
could be used for the early identification of LERD students and investigate the effects of first-grade 
intervention on the prevalence rates of the LERD students. 

 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$592.4 million $576.9 million $ 573.9 million $675.9 million $676 million 
 
International Education programs 
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to provide at least $76.2 million for the Department of Education’s 
International Education and Foreign Language programs in FY 16.  We want to work with the 
Administration and Congress to restore funding for these critical national investments that have been 
cut by 43 percent since FY 10. The Title VI National Resource Centers and Fulbright-Hays programs play a 
critical role in supporting our nation's long-term national security, global leadership and economic 
competitiveness. In particular, re-building investment in the National Resource Centers, which 
historically have played a vital role in U.S. diplomacy, is critical in maintaining a high level of global 
engagement in the future. The nation needs a steady supply of graduates with expertise in less 
commonly taught languages, world areas and transnational trends. 
 
International Education programs at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt’s Center for Latin American Studies (CLAS) was designated as a Title VI National Resource 
Center in 2006. The designation was renewed in 2010 and again in 2014. CLAS will receive $1.8 million in 
National Resource Center and Foreign Language Area Studies award funds over the next four years.  
 
For sixty years CLAS has distinguished itself in teaching, research, and outreach in Latin American 
Studies, maintaining one of the strongest concentrations of Brazilianists of any university in the U.S. In 
addition to being an NRC, CLAS is one of the select graduate programs approved by the Department of 
Defense for its Foreign Area Officer training. CLAS provides educational seminars, advice, and counsel on 
Latin America to the U.S. State Department, the U.S. Southern Command (Southcom), and local and 
state governments (including the Tennessee State International Development Office). The Center offers 
academic year and summer federally funded Foreign Language Area Studies fellowships for the study of 
Portuguese and Mayan languages.  CLAS also advises Tennessee-based businesses seeking to expand to 
Latin America on the local political and economic conditions.   
 
Vanderbilt has also received Title VI Fulbright-Hays scholarships that allow our students to not only 
conduct important research, but also to learn from and influence other cultures.  
 
Request 

FY 13 Final FY 14 Final FY 15 Final FY 16 Budget 
Request 

FY 16 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$70.2 million $72.2 million $72.2 million $76.2 million $76.2 million 
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