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Massachusetts CSEFEL Pyramid Model Partnership
Our Vision:

All Massachusetts Infant and Early Childhood Practitioners will have the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and supports necessary to nurture young children’s social-emotional development within their family, culture, and community.
Our Mission:

The Massachusetts CSEFEL Pyramid Model State Planning Team will help develop, evaluate, and sustain a statewide, collaborative professional development infrastructure that utilizes CSEFEL’s conceptual framework, joined with other related promotion, prevention, and intervention efforts.  Massachusetts Practitioners trained in the CSEFEL Pyramid model will have the capacity to promote social and emotional competence, prevent emotional disruption, address challenging behavior, and understand the impact of nurturing relationships on children’s capacity to learn.


Overview:  
Massachusetts was selected to participate in a unique early childhood professional development opportunity designed to build the skills of infant and early childhood practitioners to nurture young children’s social-emotional development. The Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) has been funded by the Office of Head Start and the Child Care Bureau, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to provide training and technical assistance to selected states. The broad goal of the intensive training and technical assistance (T/TA) activities is to foster professional development of the early care and education workforce that:

· enhances knowledge and skills;

· supports the implementation and sustainability of evidence-based practices; and

· increases the size of the workforce skilled in supporting the social emotional development of young

children (birth – 5 years old).

CSEFEL has developed a conceptual model of evidence-based practices for promoting young children’s social

and emotional competence and for preventing and addressing challenging behavior (The Pyramid Model). 

Data from the first five years of implementing the Pyramid Model in several states indicates that the Pyramid Model is a sound framework for early care and education systems. CSEFEL has also developed extensive, user-friendly training materials, videos, and print resources to help Massachusetts communities and programs implement the model.  CSEFEL’s Pyramid Model has already been implemented in a number of Massachusetts programs, including the Together for Kids Coalition in Worcester County, which have experienced positive changes for supporting children’s social-emotional development and in supporting children with challenging behaviors.
For more information about the CSEFEL approach, please visit http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/

Massachusetts CSEFEL Pyramid Model Partnership

Outcomes of the Partnership:

CSEFEL staff are working with Massachusetts to accomplish these four specific goals:

1. an enhanced capacity to adopt the Pyramid Model;

2. an increased number of high quality trainers and coaches;

3. a cadre of local demonstration sites; and

4. an evaluation of the three outcomes above.
Initial Demonstration Sites: 
Frontier Regional School, Deerfield

Horizons for Homeless Children, Dorchester

Worcester Community Action Council Head Start

CSEFEL State Leadership Team:
Jennifer Amaya-Thompson, Head Start State Collaboration Office
Mary Ann Anthony, Catholic Charities
Mary Watson Avery, Connected Beginnings Training Institute
Phil Baimas, Department of Early Education and Care
Emily Caille, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Barbara Finlayson, Hampshire Educational Collaborative
Lynn Hennigan, Community Healthlink/Together for Kids
Betsy Leutz, Connected Beginnings Training Institute
Eric Lieberman, Department of Early Education and Care
Carolyn Minervino, Falmouth Public Schools
Jean Nigro, Department of Public Health
Terry O’Neill, Lowell Public Schools
Geetha Pai, United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley
Kate Roper, Massachusetts Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems, Department of Public Health

Nancy Topping-Tailby, Massachusetts Head Start Association
For additional information, contact Kate Roper at Kate.Roper@state.ma.us  or 617-624-5919

