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3rd Annual NMAAHC Tour

Saturday, June 29, 2019

 

Over 30 alumni, friends, and families visited the National

Museum of African-American History and Culture in June.

Thank you to Ronda Bernstein, BE'91, for securing the

tickets and providing guides for the museum!

AVBA Fiscal Year 2019 Update 

Thank you for helping AVBA reach it's

participation goal this year! Your gifts

made a huge impact on campus for

students. 

Alumni

Spotlight 

Dr. Sharlene D.

Newman, BE'93

 

Tell us a little bit about

yourself.

I'm from a really small town

in Alabama. I enjoyed growing up with a tight-knit

community, primarily because I got to spend a lot of time

with my grandparents.  After leaving Vanderbilt I earned my

PhD in biomedical engineering at the University of Alabama

Birmingham and then completed my postdoctoral training at

Carnegie Mellon University in cognitive neuroscience. I've

spent the last 15 years at Indiana University where I have

had the opportunity to work with some amazing students and

colleagues.  Now I enjoy working and research and traveling

with my daughter, Morgan (BA'19).     

 

What do you do in your spare time? 

I really enjoy traveling. I have found that it expands my

understanding of people and makes me more open-minded

and tolerant. You realize that people are people and that we

all have the same desires and struggles. I have a long list of

places yet to travel and cultures to experience. The picture I

chose is from my first time in Paris.  

 

What was your favorite VU memory? 

It feels like I have had two Vandy experiences - one as a

student and one as a parent of a student; therefore, I have 2

favorite VU memories. The first is the day my daughter

graduated this past May. Seeing her with her friends and

crying with her sorority sisters was an amazing feeling.  Also

knowing that I had written my last tuition check to Vanderbilt

brought tears of pure joy to my eyes.  

 

I don't know if I have a favorite memory from my time as a

student. I think it is just a feeling of real community in black

Vandy. Whether it was studying with the electrical

engineering gang or going to one of the football parties at the

stadium club or the end of the year "freak" party and seeing

all kinds of things happening or gossiping about who is

"creeping" with who, it just all blends together for me. I

guess you can say that my favorite memory is my black

Vandy. 

Save the Date for Reunion

2019

October 18-19, 2019 

 

We hope to see all AVBA alumni at Reunion/Homecoming

events this October. Registration will open July 29. Be

sure to sign up and register for The Blackout AVBA/BCC

Tailgate Event. 

Interested in getting involved?

Fill out the Volunteer Interest Form below!

Volunteer Interest Form

Questions? Email Beth Porter, Associate Director of Shared Interest

Groups

Follow us on Facebook and join the AVBA LinkedIn Group. 
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