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The Writing Process 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

How many people picture the writing process: 
 
 
 
 
 

1. INVENTION 
(brainstorming, freewriting, mapping, diagramming) 

 
 

2. OUTLINING 
(finding main points, trying out and picking an organizational pattern) 

 
 

3. DRAFTING 
(getting sentences on the page, fleshing out ideas, enumerating evidence or support, formulating a 

specific thesis statement) 
 
 

4. REVISING 
(“re-seeing” the argument, developing and clarifying muddy points, cutting irrelevant ideas) 

 
 

5. PROOFREADING 
(checking spelling, grammar, and formatting; polishing) 

__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

What the writing process really looks like: 
 

INVENTION 
 
 
 

*PROOFREADING                         OUTLINING 
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REVISING     DRAFTING 

 
 

* Although we usually recommend that you proofread only very late in the revising process, we do recognize that you may have to 
proofread at other points if you have been asked to share or officially turn in copies of outlines, drafts, and the like. 


