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Lucia Alvarez 
Italy 

 
This summer I participated in the 

Raphael and Renaissance study abroad 
program in Italy led by Professor Sheri 
Shaneyfelt. After a long flight from Chica-
go, I arrived in Italy. Upon meeting the 
rest of the group at the airport, we packed 
up the bus that took us straight to Peru-
gia. Pietro Vannucci, a revolutionizing Re-
naissance artist, spent most of his life 
working in this small hilltop town, inspir-
ing his known name of Perugino. In Peru-
gia, I shared an apartment with seven 
other girls from Vanderbilt. In our apart-
mentwe hosted the final group dinner and 
had many a movie night, getting to know 
everyone in the program.  

After getting settled, we started 
our first week of class at the Umbra Insti-
tute, a local school that primarily hosts 
study abroad students.  Perugia was the 
perfect location to base the program. The 
people were really friendly and under-
standing of our broken Italian-English. 
We visited local museums and churches, 
saw the ancient ruins or underground 
city, and indulged in a myriad of authentic 
Italian cuisine. Perugia felt very safe, and 
after a couple of weeks it truly became a 
home away from home.  

 There was plenty of travel planned 
within the program, apart from the time 
allotted to travel independently. For our 
first weekend the group went to Urbino. 
4ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ 2ÁÐÈÁÅÌȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ 
home and the palace of the Duke Federico 
da Montefeltro. We also visited the near-
by hilltops of Assisi and Cortona. Saint 
&ÒÁÎÃÉÓȭÓ ÉÎÔÒÉÃÁÔÅÌÙ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅÄ ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ 
ÉÎ !ÓÓÉÓÉ ÅÃÈÏÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÉÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÌÅÇa-
cy and his underground tomb was the 
most beautifully venerated place I have 
ever visited. In Cortona a group of us 
hiked to see the house of Frances Mayes, 

the writer of Under the Tuscan Sun. Then 
we fought through rain to see Fra Angeli-
ÃÏȭÓ !ÎÎÕÎÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ -ÁÒÙ ÁÔ Á 
local museum. The rest of the day was 
spent shopping at the quaint shops of 
Cortona and enjoying an Italian bakery.  

Even if I was trying to squeeze in 
travel and adventure any chance I got, 
class remained a priority. Day trips at 
museums were always paired with a 
notepad and pencil. Even if class was 
about a 2 minute walk from my apart-
ment, Professor Shaneyfelt made it clear 
that we were not only there to enjoy the 
sights, but also to learn as much as possi-
ble. I felt like an exasperated sponge, 
wanting to retain as much of Italy as one 
can and concluding that it would take a 
lifetime to have my fill.     

 In Florence, we went to the Uffizi 
Museum which holds a most extraordi-
nary collection comprised of works by 
Raphael, Titian, Botticelli, Perugino, and 
Leonardo Da Vinciɂto name a few. I had 
the time to take sunset pictures at Mi-
ÃÈÅÌÁÎÇÅÌÏȭÓ 0ÉÁÚÚÁȟ Á ×ÅÌÌ-known lookout 
point that is definitely worth the hike. 
Thenwe visited one of my favorite works 
ÏÆ ÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ -ÉÃÈÅÌÁÎÇÅÌÏȭÓ ÍÁÓÔÅÒÐÉÅÃÅ, 
David, ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÌÌÅÒÉÁ ÄÅÌÌȭ !ÃÁÄÅÍÉÁȢ 
While walking through the city it seemed 
as if the Florence Cathedral jumped out at 
me after turning a corner, and the vision 
was absolutely breathtaking.  

Towards the end of the trip we fi-
nally made it to Rome. I visited the Coli-
ÓÅÕÍȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÎÔÈÅÏÎ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÐÈÁÅÌȭÓ 4ÏÍÂȟ 
3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ "ÁÓÉÌÉÃÁȟ the Vatican Museum, 
and the Sistine Chapel. I saw countless 
pieces of art, took hundreds of pictures, 
and ate as much pizza and gelato as hu-
manly possible. I climbed the 312 steps to 
ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÏÍÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÐÏÌÁȟ 
all to enjoy the beautiful view that is 
Rome. It was worth it. 
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My trip to Italy confirmed that it is 
really important to witness different cul-
tures and to learn how to travel. I became 
more aware of European culture, even 
bought tapes to start learning Italian. I 
realized that you learn more by traveling 
than I ever expected. By the end of the 
trip I saw the U.S. through a different lens. 
I am grateful for many amenities that I 
previously took for granted. On the other 
hand, I came to love the pace of Italy, and 
the level of quality that is scarce back 
home. Suffice it  to say, I was interested in 
the differences between the two coun-
tries, and I believe that this helped me to 
develop a more worldly perspective.  

Not only did I receive credit that 
helped me get through my academic cur-
riculum at Vanderbilt, but since I am in-
terested in pursuing a career in architec-
ture this experience in Europe is nothing 
short of priceless. I was able to see so 
much that I had studied in my engineer-
ing and art classes. I studied how artists 
developed and refined their skills, as well 
as how they influenced each other.  I hope 
that their influence on me will come to 
the surface in the future.    

I had never visited Europe before 
and I believe that this program gave me a 
thorough introduction to Italy and Italian 
culture. Professor Shaneyfelt did an amaz-
ing job at orchestrating a comfortable and 
educational environment, making it ef-
fortless for the students to acclimate. It 
was a perfect harmony between the time 
spent traveling and the time spent learn-
ing in the classroom. This balance made it 
easy to retain information.  

I could not imagine having a better 
experience on my own. I am extremely 
fortunate that I was able to be a part of 
this study abroad trip. I appreciate every 
minute I spent in Italy, all that I saw, and 
how much I learned. I made unforgettable 
memories and witnessed in a month what 

many dream about in a lifetime. I am truly 
grateful to Provost Richard McCarty for 
making the Global Summer Fellows pos-
sible, for without it an adventure in Italy 
would remain a distant dream. I hope 
Vanderbilt will continue to offer opportu-
nities like  Maymester in Italy, for it was a 
remarkable experience. Thank you. 
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James Barclay 
China 

As the summer reaches its end and 
I prepare to return to Vanderbilt for my 
senior year of study, I find it almost im-
possible to believe that I just spent the 
past two months living abroad in China. 
The time passed by so quickly ɀ it seems 
like yesterday that I was meeting my 
teachers in Beijing for the first time; but 
now, having just finished my final exams, 
)ȭÍ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÏÎ ÍÙ ×ÁÙ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ .ÁÓÈÖÉÌÌÅ 
for another semester of classes! Someone 
please tell my body ɀ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ 
be jetlagged! 

The program that I attended this 
ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ×ÁÓ #%4ȭÓ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇ )ÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ #hi-
nese Language program. After having 
completed my semester with CET, which 
included a strict Chinese language pledge 
accompanied by four hours of intensive 
language class every day, I am amazed at 
how much I learned over the course of 
two short (or should I say too short?!) 
months abroad. I have no doubt that both 
the language and the cultural proficiency I 
attained this summer will be invaluable to 
me as tools in the professional world ɀ a 
world which, for me, will almost certainly 
be centered around China. 

$ÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȭÓ 
simply explosive growth in recent years, 
many people forget that China is still a 
developing country. People of all levels of 
financial status live and work side by side; 

the sharp contrasts of wealth disparity 
can be seen most clearly in big cities like 
Beijing, where luxurious skyscrapers 
tower over the crumbling homes of those 
forced by circumstance to share their al-
ready cramped space with five or six oth-
ers. My room at Vanderbilt is very small ɀ 
but if I learned anything this summer, it 
was to really appreciate all the personal 
space that we enjoy here in the US. 

On the topic of living conditions, 
when first opening the door to my dorm 
room in Beijing ɀ having heard several 
horror stories about Chinese dorms ɀ I 
was prepared for the worst. What I found 
was a spacious, efficiently yet comfortably 
furnished room equipped with a working 
air conditioner that I could control myself. 
After checking out the showers, laundry 
room and kitchen, I felt silly for having 
ever been worrÉÅÄȢ )ȭÍ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅÌÙ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

miss the relative comfort of my Chinese 
dorm when I go back to my space in 
McTyeire and barely have enough room 
to take 3 steps in the door! 

/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ 
to miss the most is being able to walk out 
the front gate of the university and be 
surrounded by some of the most hospita-
ble people I have ever met. Chinese cul-
ture places great value on the welcoming 
of guests; the people of Beijing are no ex-
ception. Almost everyone I talked to 
seemed thrilled to converse with a for-
eigner, giving me the perfect opportunity 
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to practice my language skills. For exam-
ple, about a week after studying the dif-
ferences between the Chinese and Ameri-
can political systems in class, I found my-
self having a conversation on that very 
topic with a random cab driver. It was fun 
to be able to take the vocabulary I had 
just learned in class and apply it out in the 
real world. In my opinion, this is the real 
value of a study abroad experience for 
language learners ɀ the opportunity not 
only to put our skills into practice, but to 
connect and share with an entire coun-
ÔÒÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ -Ù ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ 
other students planning to study abroad 
would be to take full advantage of the op-
portunity; study abroad is and should be a 
lot of fun, but ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ )ȭÍ ÇÌÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ ) 
took the time to work hard and learn in 
the classroom as well as off-campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All in all, the people I met this 
summer, the places I went, the foods I 
tasted, and the things I learned made for 
an absolutely unforgettable experience. If 
another student were to ask me whether 
or not I recommend the CET Summer Bei-
jing Intensive Language program, I would 
reply with an enthusiastic no ɀ apply for 
the fall or spring semester instead! My 
time in Beijing was too amazing to de-
scribe; unfortunately, it was also too 
short. Although I am incredibly excited to 
get back to Vandy this fall, my thoughts 
will undoubtedly still be wandering the 
ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓ ÏÆ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÂÁÃËȦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

Justin Barisich 
Switzerland 

For most Americans, the European 
continent is almost always thought of as 
one of three types of places. First, for the 
ÍÏÒÅ ÆÅÁÒÆÕÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÁÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
visit because it is so far away, super-
difficult and strenuous to fly over there, 
and costs way too much to arrive and 
travel around while actually there. Se-
cond, for the more whimsical Americans, 
ÉÔȭÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ 
where all this really cool stuff like art 
movements, epic battles, and folkloric ta-
les from eons ago happened before the 
existence of their own country. And third, 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÈÕÍÂÌÅÄ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ 
known as the soil where part or all of 
their families have grown up, as the na-
tions or formernations that their ances-
tors left behind because of poverty, war, 
or famine and wound their way up to the 
new world of promise. At one time or an-
other, before, during, and after this trip, I 
have held the perspective of all three of 
these American mindsets; now, through 
my travel experiences, I have grasped a 
fusion of all three simultaneously. 

It actually sounds oddly funny typ-
ing this out now, but I initially wanted to 
travel to other parts of the world to see if 
problems exist over there as well. I hear 
of them on the news and read the head-

lines about them on the opening screen of 
ÍÙ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÏ 
witness and discuss such things in person. 
I also felt as though every American prob-
lem is amplified to appear much worse 
than it actually is, and I was curious to get 
the European perspective on all of Ameri-
ÃÁȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȟ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅr-
wise. 

Hours and hours of discussion lat-
er with my classmates, TAs, professor, 
and other non-American folks I met along 
the way, I have elucidated the problems of 
America from the perspective of an Amer-
ican citizen ɀ which can be quite different 
than that of someone who is standing out-
side of the problem barking for demands 
to be met ɀ because America is not Eu-
ÒÏÐÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÁÐÐÌÙ %ÕÒÏpean 
politics and solutions to American prob-
ÌÅÍÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÕÚÚÌÅ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÉÔ 
together so easily. Nonetheless, I have al-
so learned of the issues happening in the 
rest of the world, and after traveling with-
in and learning about them, these places 
now have relevancy for me.  

I now care about the increase in 
value of the Swiss Franc and how it affects 
families in Croatia who had taken out 
Swiss loans but who are now unable to 
repay them as a result of the foreign cur-
ÒÅÎÃÙȭÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÖÁÌÕÅȢ ) ÎÏ× 
care about the economic meltdown in 
Greece and realize the strength of its fore-
casting the possible breakdown of the Eu-
ropean Union. I now care about the stu-
dent riots happening in Madrid, Spain as a 
result of their 21% and rising unemploy-
ment rate, thus making it even harder for 
an educated, young person to find a way 
to feed themselves and take care of a fam-
ily. I now care about the politics of Turk-
ÉÓÈ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÓÅÅm-
ingly endless supply of youthful, well-
trained professionals can revolutionize 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÅÃo-
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nomic market and rapidly increase its an-
nual GDP upwards of 8-9% in four out of 
the last eight years when led by smart 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ 
in mind. 

These world occurrences mean 
something to me now, and I can no longer 
just brush them off as something that is 
happening to some other people in some 
other part of the world that I know noth-
ing about. I have become a more caring 
and knowledgeable citizen of the world to 
let it slip my mind for any longer. 

Over the duration of my travels 
abroad, I gave much thought to the idea of 
what I would like to do with my set of tal-
ents for the rest of my life. The conclusion 
I kept returning to was writing.  

For the length of our 45-minute 
train ride  from Morges, Switzerland to 
Geneva, I had an amazing life discussion 
with Professor Barsky. I started it off by 
simply asking him how I would possibly 
get to where he was, an accomplished and 
published professor showing Europe to a 
group of 20 students from a prestigious 
ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȢ (ÉÓ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅȟ Ȱ7ÅÌÌȟ 
ÏÄÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 
ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÒÙȢȱ -Ù ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ 
next question was to ask him how to bet-
ter my odds, and, once again, his response 
×ÁÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅȟ Ȱ7ÒÉÔÅȢ *ÕÓÔ keep writ-
ing. Write that story that nobody else 
could possibly ever tell and get it pub-
ÌÉÓÈÅÄȢȱ 

I guess that this was something I 
always knew somewhere in the back of 
my head, but I just needed to hear it from 
someone whose advice I respected and 
trusted. 

And so, after traveling abroad, I 
now have experience and perspective. I 
now have direction and advice to follow. I 
now have something to write about. 

Even if you know not a single word 
of another language other than English, 

do not fret. You are lucky enough to be a 
native speaker of what is rapidly becom-
ing the dominant language of business, 
trade, and sometimes even tourism. With 
a little patience and willingness to deci-
pher a non-ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȭÓ ÁÃÃÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ 
pronouncing English words, you can sure-
ly get by almost wherever you travel. 
However, for a more enriching experi-
ence, I do highly recommend making an 
ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ ȰÓÕÒÖÉÖÁÌ 
ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
people within whose country you are 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇȢ 5ÎÌÅÓÓ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ your 
tongue at French, locals will notice and 
appreciate your effort and will become 
even more willing to assist you. 

Most American tourists are pretty 
pitiful travelers in foreign lands. They fly 
into Europe and expect ɀ and sometimes 
even demand ɀ the American luxuries and 
creature comforts that they have grown 
accustomed to having at all times in the 
States. While I traveled, I made a game 
out of picking out the American tourists, 
and most of the time, it was painfully ob-
vious who the Europeans were tolerating 
simply for the sake of taking their money. 

So be open, relaxed, polite, and 
ËÉÎÄȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÅÒÒÉÂÌÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 
traveler. As a tourist, these tourism indus-
tries are seeking your money, and they 
are usually willing to accommodate you in 
order to earn it or win out over their 
competitors who want your dol-
lars/Euros/(insert foreign currency here) 
just as much. Also, the added benefit of 
being a personable person will make your 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇ ÍÕÃÈ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÏÎ ÙÏÕȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ 
begin to tell of all the times that I had 
been at the mercy of a worker in the tour-
ism industry or a random passerby who 
was kind enough to point me in the right  
direction, let me slide in front of them in 
line because I was about to miss my train, 
or turned the other way as my massive 
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piece of luggage was a few kilos over the 
weight limit. Keep in mind that kindness 
is often repaid with kindness. 

This course was amazing and un-
like anything else I've ever taken during 
my four years of study at Vanderbilt. The 
combination of the seemingly dispar-
ate elements of Radicalism, Romance Lit-
erature, and Anarchism are thematically 
tied together so surprisingly well, and in 
ways I had never thought about before, 
that when I had to explain the shared re-

lationship among 
them to a friend 
who had not 
been part of the 
class, it all just 
clicked so well 
and made so 
much sense as 
the explanation 
just spilled out of 
my mouth. The 

experiential 
learning of actually walking William 
Wordsworth's Simplon Pass hike in the 
Swiss Alps, along with other adventures 
such as visiting the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees and touring the 
headquarters of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent, taught me so much more than 
simply reading about it in a book ever 
could. 

Prof. Barksy is by far one of the 
most interesting professors I have ever 
had the opportunity to learn from during 
my few years at Vanderbilt, and I could 
never thank him enough for all of his 
shared wisdom. He speaks with such pas-
sion and honesty that any student of his 
would have to actively try to hate what he 
is teaching about in order to not enjoy his 
class. Always willing to help and to an-
swer any questions, academic or other-
wise, Prof. Barksy is the epitome of what a 
great professor should be: relaxed, hon-

est, relatable, passionate, and inspiration-
al. 

Provost McCarty, thank you for the 
creation and continued existence of the 
Global Summer Fellows program, along 
with the opportunity to explore the 
Maymester option for studying abroad to 
its fullest. As I had mentioned in my GSF 
application, I now realize that studying 
abroad really is ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ6ÁÎÄÅÒÂÉÌÔ %x-
ÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȟȱ ÁÎÄ ) ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ 
everyone to make the most of the oppor-
tunity to learn from the rest of the world 
with their own eyes and hands.  

With much appreciation and gained 
perspective, sincerely yours, 

 
-- Justin Barisich 
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Therese Barry 
South Africa 

This past summer I participated in 
the Vanderbilt Initiative for Scholarship 
and Global Engagement (VISAGE) pro-
gram stationed in Cape Town, South Afri-
ca.  The focus of our trip was youth and 
community development within the 
township of Manenberg.  Over the spring 
semester we studied the expansive histo-
ry of South Africa as well as the multitude 
of intervention strategies and theories 
focusing on the income gap between the 
rich and poor, as well as the social prob-
lems that accompany this gap.  The goal of 
our trip emphasized the importance of 
intervention at the youth-level that align 
the needs and interests of the entire 
community, and most importantly incor-
porate youth in the process. 

The VISAGE study abroad experi-
ence was my first time being in another 
country, let alone living in another coun-
try for an extended period.  It was easy to 
blend-in in South Africa due to its rich his-
tory of colonization; by sight anyone 
could be South African, you only know 
when you hear the accent.  Through the 
classes that accompanied the program in 
the spring and summer we discussed how 
the period of colonization led to the 
spread and geographical amalgamation of 
different races and cultures, which leads 
me to believe that colonization was the 

first step in the globalization that charac-
terizes the world today.  South Africa did 
not feel that different from cities of the 
U.S. mostly due to the overlap of media, 
food chains, fashions, etc.   This fact also 
made it interesting to interact with locals 
in the city while seeing Cape Town on our 
own time; Cape Townians, who at first 
considered and treated me as just another 
person, suddenly became very interested 
in me once they discovered I was Ameri-
can.  I had never before been valued due 
to my geographical origin before, or really 
valued for anything that I had no true 
control over.  Lots of jokes were made 
ÌÉËÅȟ Ȱ×ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÁËÅ ÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
America witÈ ÙÏÕȩȱ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅÄ ÔÏ 
find funny or know how to respond.  My 

perspective about how America is seen by 
somewhat less developed countries (be-
cause South Africa is quite developed, 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÍÅ ×ÒÏÎÇɊ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ 
viewed as a land of milk and honey, and 
that as an American it may be assumed 
that you are greatly profiting from this.  
But through living in a house of twenty 
Americans, I was always reminded of the 
variation within groups. 

All of us Vanderbilt students lived 
in a house together with our Cape Town 
Resident Advisor creating a true living, 
learning, and service environment.  Dur-
ing the first two weeks of our stay we 
worked with older members of the com-
munity teaching computer skills including 
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typing, word processing, excel, power-
point, internet, email, etc.  Through work-
ing with older members of the communi-
ty, specifically women in my case, I was 
able to develop a one-on-one relationship.  
I saw how simple it was to relate to 
someone of a different age, religion, tradi-
tion, geography, etc. despite how insur-
mountable these differences may seem.  
There are more commonalities between 
individuals than there are differences, the 
differences are just more apparent.  The 
next two weeks we worked with kids 
around the ages of 10-13 teaching English 
and math during their two-week break.  
Seeing first-hand how an education sys-
tem can fail students made me finally rec-
ognize all the political work, field work, 
and collective effort required to change 
the system.  The combination of these two 
lessons wasthe lasting impression of my 
trip that I believe will be useful for my fu-
ture endeavors. 

Being a service learning program, 
the VISAGE experience helped narrow the 
path of my future.  I came to see how 
greatly I wanted to follow a career involv-
ing work with NGOs and specifically in 
examining and shaping community devel-
opment.  My double major in film studies 
and sociology applied suitably to our 
work in Cape Town and our studies in the 
classroom.  Personally, I ventured to 
make a short documentary about interna-
tional student intervention programs, 
which gave me hands on experience in 
documentary filmmaking, a specific inter-
est of mine.  The classes and discussions 
applied to a wide range of topics, includ-
ing topics that interest almost all students 
including global economics, history of 
colonization and democratization, poli-
tics, school systems, human rights, and 
many more topics that are constantly be-
ing discussed and affect society.  The ex-
perience also allowed me to become clos-

er to fellow students and professors in a 
living and learning environment.  We 
were able to form friendships over meals 
and trips, and through meaningful discus-
sions about what we were learning and 
experiencing.  The trip would not have 
been as eye-opening had it not been for 
the support and perspective of the other 
students on the trip. 

I could not have enjoyed my trip to 
Cape Town, South Africa any more.  I was 
able to experience many unique places, 
people, foods, etc., just like any major city.  
I was able to see awe-inspiring natural  
sites, as Cape Town is the most breathtak-
ing city I have witnessed surrounded by 
oceans and outlined by towering moun-
tains.  I was able to form close relation-
ships with other Vanderbilt students, my 
professor, our South African guide, Nandi, 
my computer-training learner, Aziza, my 
Manenberg Primary learner, Fatiema, and 
other Cape Townians that we were able to 
meet and get to know during the trip.  The 
trip helped me realize how much more of 
the world I crave to immerse myself in, 
and thanks to the Global Summer Fellows 
Scholarship I was able to see that. 
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Catherine Boulay 
Morocco 

I went on the Religion and Culture 

Maymester in Morocco. It was everything I 

hoped it would be and then some, and I have 

returned determined to go back.  I always 

wanted to travel abroad but having done this 

trip I feel more like I need to. The people I 

traveled with were amazing, the professors 

could not have been better, and I without a 

doubt learned what I wanted to.  
My brain was going full throttle for 

the duration of the trip. It was overwhelming 

at times and syphoning out single epiphanies 

is difficult. However, I did have this kind of 

big realization during the trip that weôre all 

people. I saw Moroccans going about their 

daily routines, like pulling garbage carts or 

offering henna in the square or running stalls 

in the medina, and it registered with me that 

everyone, despite their socio-economic posi-

tion, has a daily routine that fills their exist-

ence. We all get up in the morning, thereôs a 

day ahead, and there are things to be done. I 

had gone into the trip prepared to pity those 

who I saw on the streets begging or selling, 

and Iôm not saying that I didnôt feel sorry for 

them, but after being there I felt considera-

ble respect for them. I realized that people 

do what they must. I know this sounds like 

something that should have dawned on me a 

long time ago but in the U.S. weôre taught to 

choose what we do, that options are endless.  

Seeing some of the Moroccans working in 

less than desirable situations that they prob-

ably didnôt choose spoke much about human 

resilience. There were these young boys 

selling plastic pipes that blew bubbles. Part 

of me felt this immediate sense of superiori-

ty, because I was a college student out in the 

world studying, and they were my subject 

matter (but of course I bought a pipe be-

cause they were pretty cool). Later that day 

it hit me that we were about the same thing. 

Selling plastic pipes and getting an educa-

tion are on a very fundamental level the 

same thing. Theyôre a means to an end, the 

end being food on the table and a roof over 

your head. Ultimately thatôs what everyone I 

saw there was after, including myself. Food 

and shelter are undeniably universal, and to 

realize that on an experiential level was very 

important to me. 

Every morning we woke up and had 

breakfast. We sat and drank tea or coffee 

and enjoyed whatever carbohydrate we had. 

Things moved slower. I lost track of time, 

and knowing exactly what time it was be-

came less important. Meals were fairly sim-

ple (not in execution but in ingredients) 

meat and vegetables with various spices. We 

had fresh baked bread with every meal, des-

sert was fruit. Our hotels were nothing spe-

cial but they had clean beds and usually the 

shower worked. The other people in my 

group and I talked into the early hours of the 

morning almost 

every night. 

We had great 

debates, about 

religion most-

ly, but also 

about relation-

ships and per-

sonal values. We didnôt really have internet 

or texting. While we were there things felt 

uncluttered. At school I never take time to 

have breakfast. I always grab a cup of coffee 

and run to wherever Iôm scheduled to be. I 

know what time it is, to the minute, because 

I always have my phone on me, and while I 
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eat fairly healthy, my meals are rarely sim-

ple. I love my friends but when we talk into 

the wee hours of the morning itôs not usually 

about if Jesus was actually crucified or if 

homosexuality is something youôre born 

with. In Morocco my fellow students and I 

were stripped down to good meals, beautiful 

scenery and each other, and it felt good. I 

think we like to complicate things in the 

U.S. way beyond whatôs necessary and we 

overlook basic things that can bring much 

enjoyment into our lives. Like a good cup of 

tea.  

GSF enabled me to do this month-

long intensive study of one country, and 

now I feel like I can say I have a certain lev-

el of expertise on the history, politics and 

culture of Morocco. I loved Africa, and I 

really enjoyed the Arabic class that we took. 

Iôve decided to apply for the American Uni-

versity in Cairo for Fall 2012 for my study 

abroad because Arab culture really caught 

my interest on this trip. Based on my experi-

ences in Morocco and my research, there is 

this prevailing appreciation in the culture for 

tradition, craftsmanship, and knowledge. It 

seems like those things are losing value in 

the States, and I want to study them some-

where else to see if I can understand why 

theyôre less important here. If Iôm accepted 

into that program I hope to gain a grasp of 

Egyptian Arabic and garner a familiarity 

with Cairo and Egypt. It is my hope that col-

lectively, my studies abroad would add up to 

a regional expertise that would be marketa-

ble in a variety of venues. Iôm not sure ex-

actly what kind of career I want to have, but 

after going to Morocco I know without a 

doubt that I want it to involve travel. There 

are all these amazing things out there to take 

in! Since I got back to the U.S. Iôve only 

wanted to go somewhere else. GSF gave me 

a really bad adventure bug, and given my 

undefined international aspirations, that can 

only help me.   

To anyone considering going abroad 

or more specifically considering Morocco, I 

would recommend (right after óDo it!ô) that 

they choose to be brave,that they make a 

conscious decision to do things that make 

them uncomfortable. They should go talk to 

people and ask questions and just go do 

things. I bombarded our guides and people I 

met with questions about the current politi-

cal situation, and I got an abundance of good 

insights that I wouldnôt have gotten other-

wise. Our group wanted to hike up to a 

mosque in the mountains but we couldnôt 

find the trail, so we decided to forge the trail 

and went straight up. We tried these fried 

doughnut things that a guy literally in a 

hole-in-the-wall was selling. We ate fish 

with the heads still on. We had conversa-

tions in mixed Arabic, French, English and 

Spanish. So choose to be brave, and go do it. 

Itôs worth it.  

 
To Provost McCarty 

 

-Last fall during VUCEPT I mentioned this 

trip to you when it was still programmed for 

Cairo. You told me about GSF and recom-

mended that I get in contact with Sherif. So I 

applied for GSF and talked to Sherif and it 

was one of the best things Iôve ever done. 

There is no way I could have gone to Morocco 

if it hadnôt been for GSF, and so thank you. I 

canôt even explain how grateful I am for this 

scholarship and the opportunities that it pro-

vided. When we were taking off out of Ohio 

and headed for the ocean I felt like I was final-

ly doing what Iôm supposed to do. If there is 

ever anything I can do to help spread and 

promote this scholarship please let me know, 

because it provides invaluable experiences 

that everyone, in spite of their financial situa-

tion, should have. 

 

Catherine Boulay 

P.S. You were the BEST Faculty VUCEPT 

leader.  
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Mariana Delany 
Costa Rica 

This summer I went to Costa Rica 
with VISAGE.  I took a course in the spring 
to learn about ecotourism and corporate 
social responsibility which was the focus 
of our visit to Costa Rica. The focus of the 
class however was more than just these 
topics. What we learned was how we 
could practicably apply all these issues in 
our daily life. What companies would we 
give our business to, and which ones we 
would advocate to change? Which habits 
in our daily life could we change to reduce 
our impact on the environment? We all 
participated in a water-bottle challenge 
where we only used a reusable water bot-
tle instead of disposable plastic ones. 

Going to Costa Rica was an amaz-
ing experience because we were able to 
live in Costa Rican homes; because of that, 
we were given opportunities we other-
wise would never have even known 
about. The first night in my first homestay 
I was invited to go watch my host broth-
ÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÄÏÏÒ ÓÏÃÃÅÒ ÇÁÍÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
the trip we were in houses with homestay 
moms, dads, and brothers and sisters. 
However, sometimes we stayed in hotels. 
The difference was enormous. I would 
never have had the level of engagement, 
the ease and depth of conversation if I 
had not had the opportunity to live in 
such wonderful, welcoming homes. The 

differences are interesting, but it is the 
similarities that bring comfort and empa-
thy. Studying in Costa Rica, I was able to 
see how much influence the U.S. has. Gro-
cery stores there had Costa Rican food 
and Latin American products, but the ma-
jority of the brands and products are the 
same as I find in my local grocery store. In 
Costa Rica they listen to Spanish music, 
but they also listen to the Black Eyed Peas 
and Selena Gomez. They sold Hollister t-
shirts and American Eagle jeans. Amidst 
all this enormous influence of American 
products they still had their own distinct 
culture. My homestay family went to bed 
early and woke up early. The pace of life 
seemed much less rushed, and punctuali-
ty was less important than I am used to.  

Studying in Costa Rica greatly im-
proved my Spanish speaking ability and 
gave me confidence in speaking in Span-
ish. Before I left the States I would not 
have thought that I could have hours-long 
conversations with my host mom and 

host siblings. It renewed my commitment 
to pursuing a major in Spanish because I 
was able to realize how much I already 
know and how much more I need to, and 
want to, learn about the language.   

While when I talk about what I did 
in Costa Rica I mention the zip lining over 
the canopy of the cloud forest, rappelling 
down waterfalls, and spending the night 
at a biological station in the middle of the 
cloud forest, the best part of the trip for 



15 

 

me was engaging in conversations. Advice 
I would have to give to students interest-
ed in studying abroad is to not ever be 
afraid to engage in conversation, because 
that, more than all the essays and re-
search you can read about another place 
or culture, will broaden your perspective 
in an unforgettable way.  The conversa-
tions are what made the trip so fulfilling. 
It was not a series of activities, but rather 
a series of connections and relationships. 
I had to find courage to engage in conver-
sations with people I knew very little, in a 
language that I struggled to express my-
self in. I could have let my embarrassment 
overcome me, but once I saw how ac-
commodating and helpful the Costa Ri-
cans were to others trying to learn their 
language, and how willing they were to 
share their experiences and opinions, I 
was more comfortable making that con-
nection.  

Aside from the homestays, the best 
experience I had was going to do service 

projects at local schools and reforestation 
projects. To be an active participant in 
improvement for some of the problems 
we studied was probably the most gratify-
ing of all our many activities. The fact was 
that we did not merely try to responsibly 
contribute to the economy through tour-
ism, but dedicated time to planting trees, 
or painting and cleaning at an elementary 
school. The depth of conversation one can 
engage in is higher when they are doing 

more than simply going through the regu-
lar tourist track. We visited socially re-
sponsible businesses and asked about 
their practices and their motivations for 
contributing to their community in a way 
that goes beyond the normal expectation 
of a corporation. The opportunities we 
had as students are the kind that I felt 
grateful for every day we were there, and 
especially now that I am back, because the 
kind of service-learning traveling I did 
this summer is not the kind of traveling 
opportunity that I am likely to have again. 
I would really like to thank from the bot-
tom of my heart Provost Richard McCarty 
for making this scholarship possible, 
without which I would never have been 
able to have this incredible, once in a life 
time experience. 
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Daniel Dudugjian 
China 

This summer I participated in the 
CET Summer Beijing Intensive Chinese 
Language Program.  The goal of this pro-
gram was to undergo an intensive study 
of the Chinese language while being im-
mersed in Chinese language and culture. 

4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇÌÙ ÈÁÓ ȰÉÎÔÅÎÓÅȱ 
in the title.  We students were studying a 
×ÅÅËȭÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÃÌÁÓÓes in one 
day.  Also, we were under a language 
pledge to only speak Chinese during class, 
meals, traveling, and every other circum-
stance.  This intensive immersion in the 
language greatly improved my Chinese 
language ability and has given me ex-
traordinary confidence when speaking.  
My academic goals this summer were to 
gain confidence while speaking Chinese 
and study enough to enter the Advanced 
Chinese course here at Vanderbilt this 
semester.  I have achieved both goals. 

My time in China also opened my 
eyes to an entirely different culture.  This 
was my first time traveling abroad.  As an 
American, the only news about China that 
I saw was news concerning natural disas-
ters, economic issues, or human rights 
violations.  This one-sided view greatly 
colored my pre-trip view on China.  While 
there, however, I saw first-hand the atti-
tudes of the people and the state of the 

country.  This revolutionized my opinions 
of China, removing a lot of judgmental 
views.  It also prompted me to spend 
more effort understanding the reasons 
and motivations for the actions of the 
Chinese people.  The contacts I made in 
China will continue to help me under-
stand the reasons behind Chinese policies 
and Chinese culture.   

One of the greatest strengths of the 
CET program is the opportunity to live 
with a Chinese college student in the 
dorm.  My roommate was instrumental to 
my learning experience in China.  
Through him I was able to discuss Chi-
nese education, views of the government, 
crime, and culture.  Since his university 
was also in Beijing, he was familiar with 
the city and served as a tour guide for me 
on several occasions.  He introduced me 
to essential cultural experiences, such as 
KTV karaoke and Chinese movie theatres.  
(ÉÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ȰÔÏÏË ÍÅ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÉÎÇȱ 
and assisted me in my studies and my 
travels.  I can say without reservation that 
I would not have been successful in my 
goals without having my roommate there 
to help me.  I would stress to every pro-
spective student for this program that 
having the Chinese roommate greatly im-
proves the study abroad experience. 

The trip abroad also deepened my 
appreciation for the 
United States.  China 
is very noticeably a 
developing country.  
The living standards 
in the city, while 
pretty good, are not 
up to the standards 
of the U.S.  The tap 
water cannot be 
drunk.  The infrastructure is old.  In 
America, I often hear complaints about 
the taste of the tap water or about the size  
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of college dorms, but, after seeing the 
state of these things in China, I appreciate 
more the blessings we have here in Amer-
ica.  Also, the Chinese people value differ-
ent things than the American people.  
America greatly values personal freedom.  
The Chinese people are willing to sacrifice 
much personal freedom in exchange for 
safety and unity.  After seeing this, I re-
spect the Chinese viewpoint, but I greatly 
appreciate the values America has chosen 
to emphasize.   

Thanks to the scholarship I re-
ceived, I was able to undergo an intensive 
study of the Chinese language in the best 
possible study environment.  I was able to 
make contacts with numerous Chinese 
students and teachers of a variety of 
backgrounds.  I was exposed to a com-
pletely different culture with nearly en-
tirely differ ent values.  Through this expe-
rience, I have become a little wiser, a little 
more understanding, and a better mem-
ber of this global environment. 
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Emily Dunn 
France 

During the summer of 2011, I was 
granted the life-changing opportunity to 
study in Aix-en-Provence, France through 
the Vanderbilt-in-France program with 
the generous aid of the Global Summer 
Fellows scholarship program.  During my 
study abroad experience, I learned more 
than I anticipated or knew was possible.  
Coming from the United States and having 
never been out of the country, my view of 
the world was limited by lack of exposure.  
As an Anthropology major, I have read 
copious amounts about the importance of 
studying other cultures in order to gain a 
greater understanding of the world; how-
ÅÖÅÒȟ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ 
does not compare to venturing out on my 
own and finding the world for myself. 

Through ViF, I had the opportunity 
to learn French from a true French native.  
Spending three hours a day in class with 
my French professor formed a strong 
base for the skills that I then took out of 
the classroom and used at the bakery, the 
market, family dinner, and in every inter-
action imaginable.  By having a French 
native teach me how to communicate, I 
not only learned impeccable grammar, 
but I also learned how to communicate on 
the level of my French peers by learning 
the vernacular usage of words and 
phrases. 

VIF also has a great housing sys-
tem that places a French student in each 
living space.  This arrangement provided 
a comfortable environment for me and 
the other students to practice our French 
outside of the classroom.  I was also able 
to make friends with local people through 
my French roommate, which allowed me 
to further practice speaking French and to 
learn about French culture through first-
hand experience and integration into the 
social world of Aix. 

The Study Tour class that is a part 
of ViF was also an amazing resource to 
increase my knowledge of France.  
Through this course, I was taken to many 
different areas of France, including Lu-
beron, Nice, Marseille, and Paris, among 
others.  All of these experiences showed 
me aspects of France that I never imag-
ined existed and which still leave me day-
dreaming about my return.  I loved these 

trips for all of the history intertwined in 
the places we went.  I never had a firm 
grasp on how young the United States is 
until I went places with Roman-era ruins 
ÁÎÄ ÃÁÓÔÌÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ× ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ "Ǫ"ȭÓȢ  4ÈÅ 
integration of the old with the modern is 
prominent all over France, and this rich 
history left me thirsty to expand my 
knowledge of the world even further 
through continuing my personal global 
education after graduation this May. 
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Before I left for France this sum-
mer, I knew that I was an Anthropology 
major.  I knew I was interested in people, 
culture, and art.  But I had no clue what 
on earth I wanted to do with my life after 
graduation.  For that matter, I had no idea 
where on earth I would go either.  My 
summer abroad experience luckily coin-
cided with my starting an internship with 
CollegeFashionista.com.   

Through my experiences speaking 
with people on the street, watching the 
different  way  in  which  the  French carry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and dress themselves, and observing their 
dance of social interaction, I have redis-
covered my passion for both French cul-
ture and fashion.  Throughout my life, I 
have enjoyed fashion, writing, and French 
culture, but rarely in conjunction.  This 
summer, my experience brought all three 
of these passions back into my life, and 
they are very much intertwined.  
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Alexander Ebert 
Brazil 

Ȱ!ÎÉÍÁÌ "ÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÉÎÆÏÒÅÓÔ 
"ÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȱ: that was the name of the 
class when I moved the cursor over the 
tiny radio button on the application page. 
At that moment, I could not have cared 
less that there were fees and meetings, 
class credits at stake, even outrageously 
expensive and interminable travel. I was 
much too preoccupied with visions of 
pristine Brazilian beaches, far-removed 
from bustling city-life; dense canopies 
under which the air felt old but full of life, 
like hot damp earth; caverns crawling 
with milky -eyed creatures, a fervent 
wanderlust in their blind searching of the 
shadows. I saw all of this, and perhaps a 
chance to be a part of it, to witness it, and 
maybe ɀ if only for a few quivering mo-
ments ɀ lose myself in that unfettered 
wildness.  

And by all accounts, I did manage 
to become so effortlessly lost. Sometimes 
I moved blindly in darkness, listening for 
the sounds only heard in blackness-like 
pitch, feeling with fingertips for the folds 
of the earth where the air still smelled of 
creation and a frail pinkish newness. 
Sometimes I came across rivers whose 
water was so cold it ached, where I stood 
in the face of waterfalls, hair whipped by 
misty wind, screaming a challenge to the 
towering heights where only lightning 

had stood; and we were siblings in our 
rage. Sometimes I would stumble dazedly 
through the countryside, taking in as 
much of the life that sparkled out of the 
corners of my eyes as I could, trying fu-
til ely to memorize every minute detail, as 
if to immortalize every stifled crunch of 
leaves underfoot; every dew-laden spi-
der-web spun in the moist, blood-red 
depths of boldly budding flowers; every 
tiny hole punched through the night sky, 
yielding patterns of pinprick lights like 
thousands of static fireflies, alien enough 
for my eyelids to shy away from one an-
other for hours on end, but with the same 
ÅØÐÁÎÓÅ )ȭÄ ËÎÏ×Î ÓÉÎÃÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
made me feel infinite. Each of these fluid 
things, as mercurial as a mood, I tried to 
crystallize, like amber from weeping 
trees. Some days, bloated with spoils, I 
left trails of glassy gems in my wake. 

I felt raw 
and wild, with roots 
that ran deep in the 
lusty earth. And 
soon they were en-
twined with not on-
ly the flora and fau-
na, but the people 
as well. After all, 
humans are animals 
too, as many so 
conveniently forget, 
and their behaviors are just as intriguing. 
And the people of Brazil were easy to get 
lost with, as well. From the Paulistanos in 
that city of drizzle that seems to go on 
forever, to those of the countryside with a 
disposition more akin to those found in 
the green places of Tennessee, there was 
an innocent camaraderie. I learned that 
there exists a thread that connects all of 
us as humans, regardless of what sits boil-
ing in our pots, what materials drape over 
our bodies, and what we do with our 
dead. That bit of enlightenment made 
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every interaction a secret collaboration. 
There were beautiful struggles in com-
munication, where the movements of the 
body became the only primal way to learn 
and share. There were occasional blos-
soms of romance, where kisses flowed 
freely, but were doomed never to come to 
fruition. There were lazy nights of music-
making, near shores where dolphins still 
trust in the goodness of man, where 
hummingbirds still kiss flowers unabash-
edly, where food is still plucked from 
trees grown from seeds, where the sand 
glows underfoot in the salty wind of vio-
lent seas, where even in the presence of 
gaudy orchids and garish colors, there are 
flowers growing tiny and meek, and yet 
whose beauty is unmistakable, unre-
strained.  

I learned more than I thought was 
rational. I came away with knowledge 
both bold and functional, as well as gentle 
and beautifully irrelevant. The former has 
bred confidence and structure in my abili-
ties, my goals, my insatiable curiosity, my 
analytical mind. The latter, perhaps more 

importantly, per-
haps even most 
importantly, con-
tinues to keep me 
humble. It is a 
knowledge that 
separates women 
and men who are 
searching for 
themselves from 
those who know 
themselves. And 
it is the same 

knowledge that separates those that 
know themselves from those that know 
themselves well enough to know that they 
must never give up the search. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



22 

 

Gheremey D. Edwards 
South Africa 

As I approached the last weeks 
×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÎ #ÁÐÅ 4Ï×Îȟ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 
poverty-stricken township, Manenberg, 
0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ -ÁÕÒÙ .ÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÃÏn-
ÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÅÒÂÅÒÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÄϺȰ7ÁÓ 
the VISAGE South Africa program worth 
ÉÔȩȱ )ÒÏÎÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ) ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ 
with more questions of my own. Had I 
made any impact in this community? How 
do I know whether my service would 
make a change after I left? Should I have 
invested my efforts in other pressing is-
sues that affected Manenberg as oppose 
to teaching IT Development, English, and 
Math?  

These are the idle thoughts that 
slithered through my conscience and re-
mained the most challenging part of my 
study abroad adventure. The reciprocity 
of global learning has provided the 
framework for human rights to be univer-
sal. However, as I continued to work in 
the township of Manenberg, I saw how 
unfairly basic human rights could easily 
ÂÅ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÅÄȢ 2ÅÍÎÁÎÔÓ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 
apartheid openly lurked in the diversely 
rich country. The list of injustices was 
long: 
 
 

 Violence against women - Check 
 Limited access to healthcare - Check 
 Scant opportunities for education - Check 
 High rates of HIV - Check  

 
So how could knowledge of Mi-

crosoft Word & Excel or identifying a ger-
und phrase alleviate any of these bigger 
issues? Was approaching things from this 
angle pointless?  

Ȱ&ÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÅÖÅÎ 
when you don't sÅÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÓÔÁÉÒÃÁÓÅȟȱ 
ÓÁÙÓ $ÒȢ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ +ÉÎÇȢ )ÔȭÓ ÆÕÎÎÙ 
how eagerly I wanted to make a change. I 
had forsaken my patience for empathy. 
Seeing struggle is hard but erasing it 
ÔÁËÅÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÉÍÅȢ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÏÖe-
ment from apartheid is similar to Ameri-
ÃÁȭÓ ÅÒÁ ÏÆ #ÉÖÉÌ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÓ 
the 1930s. The fight for racial, economic, 
and social equality took years to over-
ÃÏÍÅȢ !ÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÙ ÓÅÅÍ ȰÐÏÉÎÔÌÅÓÓȱ 
to my generation have been noted in his-
tory as landmark movements that paved a 
better lif e for future generations. Civil-
disobedience acts from African Americans 
such as sitting at segregated lunch coun-
ters seemed futile at the time. Men were 
ridiculed and taunted for trying to get 
what should have already been given to 
them at birth. This is the same phenome-

non that is occurring in South Africa to-
day. The only difference is that I am 
amidst history in the making.  
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The Civil Rights Movement is an 
intangible concept to fathom simply be-
ÃÁÕÓÅ )ȭÍ ÆÁÒ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ 
The apartheid is only several years from 
its end. Being a part of history is unusual 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÄ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÍÁÙ 
not witness the outcome of the work put 
in for the change for which I am fighting. 
This is the mentality I kept while working 
in Manenberg. Was it worth it? Was it all 
pointless? Of course not! The empower-
ment of the Manenberg community is 
consequential to detaching the stigma of 
generational hopelessness. My work was 
not in vain. It will inspire others to work 
to eradicate the other pressing issues in 
South Africa.  

Freedom has no due date and 
struggle is global. This abroad experience 
has allowed me to fully comprehend this 
universal truth. Therefore, I will continue 
ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÌÙȣȢȢÈÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙȣȢȢÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÔh-
fully. The IT Development and Eng-
lish/Math teachings energetically re-
minded me that there is a single thread 
that connects us all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From this experience I realized 
that the Community Development indus-
try compliments my philosophical vision 
and skills in a way that no other industry 
can. Although I have many overlapping 
interests and competencies that fall into 
other industries such as PR and Organiza-
tional Consulting, neither of them offer 
me purpose-driven goals that would 
make my career worthwhile.  

Growing up with a low socioeco-
nomic background, I was in a position in 
which I depended heavily on the commu-
nity and its resources when my family did 
not have their own. My healthy develop-
ment and progress would not have been 
possible if it were not for my strong 
community. The relationship with my 
own neighborhood ignites my interest in 
this field because I have so much experi-
ence of its effects.  

*Therefore in closing, I want to 
take the time to extend my gratitude to 
Provost Richard McCarty and everyone 
else for making this momentous experi-
ence a reality. Thank you. 
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Aladine Elsamadicy 
Morocco 
 

I participated in the Maymester 
course RLST 294: Religion and Culture in 
Morocco.  The course consisted of a week 
of intensive classes and preparation of the 
type of religious practices we were going 
to be exposed to in Morocco.  While over-
seas we immerged into the Moroccan cul-
ture and compared the distinctions be-
tween the different Moroccan cultures 
with the rest of the Arab world, as well as 
with the United States.  We were required 
to journal every day about the experienc-
es that we participated in each day, which 
allowed for reflection and a record of the 
trip.  After the trip we had to write a re-
search paper for our final, in which I 
×ÒÏÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 
Morocco for better rights inherently given 
to them by the Quran.   

Studying abroad in Morocco, or 
outside of the United States for that mat-
ter, has really allowed me to grow further 
as a domestic and a global citizen.  I have 
developed a greater appreciation for the 
rights granted in the United States and 
being able to attend Vanderbilt Universi-
ty.  The value of American citizenship is 
taken for granted and not many people 
know how fortunate we are to have it .  
People in third world countries can only 
dream about America and all the possibil-
ities.  My parents had that dream when 
they emigrated from Egypt, so being able 
to put a picture with the stories of the 
Middle East and their reasoning for leav-
ing has been very eye opening.  I was able 
to understand the different social and 
economic difficulties that I would have 
faced growing up in the Middle East.  
What America disregards as trash, poor 
people in Morocco cherish as their treas-
ure.  The type of meal is not an option, the 
meal is whatever the family can afford 

and has in their home.  The trip has cer-
tainly enabled me to expand my global 
perspective on worldly issues that are not 
seen or understood in America, which 
needs to be shared. 

I am majoring in Biomedical Engi-
neering, but with a focus in medicine.  Be-
ing an Arabic speaking student allows me 
to broaden my options to practice medi-
cine overseas.  I want to be able to bridge 
the gap of religion in the medical field and 
allow everyone to attain the medical help 
they need with as much care as possible.  
My Global Summer Fellows (GSF) experi-
ence in Morocco has allowed me to com-
municate with complete strangers in a 
foreign country, and be able to share 
thoughts and ideas with each other.  In 
my academic career, communication is a 
key component in associating with pa-
tients of different cultures and religions.  
Creating the ability to communicate suc-
cessfully in Morocco has allowed me to 
gain confidence in my communication 
skills which will allow me to further con-
tribute to my society and the medical field 
in the future. 

I highly recommend students to 
participate in this Maymester, or any 
study abroad opportunity, if they enjoy 
learning about different religions and cul-
tures, or if they want to experience a 
completely different perspective of living.  
I have many outlooks frommy experience 
to share with Vanderbilt students and to 
contribute to the Vanderbilt community.  
On the religious aspect, I am the President 
of the Vanderbilt Interfaith Council which 
focuses on promoting interfaith dialogue 
amongst the community and student 
body.  Therefore, I will be able to share 
my first -hand experiences of how Moroc-
co has different communities where Mus-
lims, Jews and Christians coexist collec-
tively and with respect for one another.  
On the cultural aspect, I serve also as the 
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Middle Eastern Student Association Pres-
ident which focuses on bringing aware-
ness of Middle Eastern cultures to Van-
derbilt.  With that in mind, I will be able to 
share a first-hand experience of how the 
Moroccan culture differs from other Mid-
dle Eastern countries and how these cul-
tures differ from the American culture.  
There are so many avenues in which I can 
share my summer abroad experience 
with the Vanderbilt students and the 
community.  

There are many stereotypes of the 
Muslim and Arab people that resonate 
around the world.  As both a Muslim and 
an Arab student I feel that it is my duty to 
better the views by being an active stu-
dent on the Vanderbilt campus and to 
make people aware that these views are 
not representative of the population. I am 
so grateful that GSF has allowed me to 
participate in this study abroad experi-
ence to give me the first-hand exposure to 
allow me to speak from a global perspec-
tive.  I would also like to thank Provost 
Richard McCarty for allowing this won-
derful scholarship to be available to stu-
dents like me who are limited financially 
to participate in study abroad programs. 
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Jonathan William Getz 
Northern Ireland 

I would like to begin firstly, by say-
ing how much I appreciated the chance to 
be awarded with a Global Summer Fel-
ÌÏ×ȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÂÒÏÁÄ ÔÈÉÓ 
summer. I ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÁr-
ticipate in the VISAGE: Northern Ireland 
program without the help from the Global 
Summer Fellows program, and for that I 
am in a great debt. The program covered 
sustainability in urban conflictɂ
something that Belfast has been dealing 
with for yearsɂand while I was there for 
the month I was able to get up close and 
personal with measures that Belfast has 
taken to increase their sustainability over 
the past few years. 

This experience of living in anoth-
er cityɂparticularly an energy progres-
sive city such as Belfastɂand studying 
sustainability really gave me a more com-
prehensive understanding of the topic, 
particularly with how it contrasts with 
the United States. I feel like studying sus-
tainability at Vanderbilt during the spring 
semester allowed me to become more 
knowledgeable about the subject, and 
how it is being used and implemented in 
the US, but actually being placed outside 
of the US helped break down my precon-
ceived ideas about the subject. Energy is 
looked at as a much more precious re-
source in Europe, and (perhaps out of ne-

cessity if nothing else) therefore it is pro-
tected and held onto more efficiently in 
many ways. This allowed my perspective 
ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ȰÖÉÁÂÌÅȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 53 ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ 
on its head as we were lectured to about 
ways that Germany and England (as well 
as Northern Ireland) have already in-
creased their energy efficiency and im-
proved their independence. It helped me 
(and I think everyone in my group) real-
ize that while the US is great at a lot of 
things, energy efficiency at this moment is 
certainly not one of them and is some-
thing that needs to be changed in a huge 
way. 

I believe that my career goals have 
been fundamentally altered by this trip 
and the class that I took. As a civil engi-
neer, I have learned the extent that a de-
sign can have on energy efficiency, and 
some steps that can be taken to improve 
current designs that we have in the Unit-
ed States. As an engineer I feel like it is my 
responsibility to hold myself to a higher 
standard when it comes to projects I work 
on because I have seen the opportunity 
that is out there and the substantial bene-
fits that all parties can enjoy from a more 
sustainable building, or even a ÃÉÔÙȭÓ Én-
frastructure. 

If I had to pass on something about 
my experience studying abroad it would 
be that the most important thing would 
be to get out and experience the culture. 
Even a European culture such as that of 
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Northern Ireland is very different to what 
many of us are used to. I had an amazing 
time talking to professors and lecturers 
ÆÒÏÍ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÉÎ "ÅÌÆÁÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
their views of the US and their thoughts 
about growing up in such a divided city as 
Belfast. It was almost surreal to hear 
about the experiences that some of the 
people we came into contact with had, 
and I felt it expanded my world view in an 
extremely significant way. The effect of 
something like the conflict that has torn 
Belfast apart for so many years is incredi-
ble to see as the individuals there try to 
figure out how to deal with it as it is tech-
ÎÉÃÁÌÌÙ ȰÏÖÅÒȱ but still rages on under the 
surface of a seemingly homogenous 
community. This was one of the best 
things I took out of the trip, and some-
thing that will stay with me as I analyze 
and discuss other religiously fueled con-
flicts that are still ongoing like the con-
stant Israel-Palestine debate. 

Finally, I would like to say thank 
you again to the Global Summer Fellows 
program, allowing me to take part in such 
a life-shaping trip. It was truly an incredi-
ble experience that I am and will always 
be extremely grateful for. 
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Conrad Goeringer 
England 

Before I studied abroad, I would constant-
ly listen to other studentsȭ accounts of 
their study abroad experiences.  Catch-
ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓȟ ÌÉËÅ ȰÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅȟȱ  ȰÌÉÆÅ-
ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇȟȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÅÙÅ-ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇȟȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔa-
ÐÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÖÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÉÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ 
until I spent four weeks in London, I nev-
er fully understood or appreciated just 
how powerful immersing oneself amongst 
ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅ ÁÎÄ 
culture could be.  After taking Prof. Roger 
-ÏÏÒÅȭÓ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȟ 3ÉÎÎÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÔÙÒȭÓ 
class (English 272) this past May, I have 
developed a remarkably different, and I 
think more accurate, view of the world, a 
greater context for literary studies and, of 
course, a wealth of memories and stories 
that I will cherish for the rest of my life. 

Before studying in London, I had 
never been to Europe.   When I told peo-
ple that I would be studying in England, 
many would quickly claim that it is almost 
exactly like the United States.  After 
spending four weeks thereɂexploring 
nearly every street in London and not a 
small part of the rest of the countryɂI  
decided that these people and I either 
ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ Á ÄÉÓÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ȰÄÉÆÆÅr-
ÅÎÔȱ ÍÅÁÎÓȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ 
the UKȢ   ,ÏÎÄÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ 
and cleanliness never ceased to amaze 
ÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÉÔȭÓ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȟ Ås-
ÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÕÂÅȟȱ ÍÁÄÅ ÍÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒ 
×ÈÙ ÍÁÎÙ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭÓȟ ÕÐÏÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÎÅ 

another, are more likely to sneer than 
smile.  Even the automated recordings on 
ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÌÉÎÇÌÙ ÐÏÌÉÔÅȢ  Ȱ0ÌÅÁÓÅ 
ÍÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÐȟȱ Á ËÉÎÄ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÖÏÉÃÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
say at each stop.  It was confounding.  

Aside from British politeness (cur-
rent riots asideɂ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ Án-
ything near representative of the popula-
tion), my exposure to millions of people 
who have a slightly different political, so-
cial, and cultural perspective than I was 
used to has been invaluable. It was sur-
prising analyzing the lesser emphasis on 
consumption for the sake of consumption 
and actually having the ability to finish all 
the food on my plate every time we went 
out to eat: a concept certainly foreign to 
my Ȱmore is betterȱ mentality. Similarly, 
the very idea of a European Union or any-
ÔÈÉÎÇ ÂÅÓÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ 53ȭÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÉÓÏÌÁÔÉÏn-
ist beliefs were only a theoretical con-
struct in my mind, but after living in Lon-
don and traveling through Europe, my 
understanding of the way other countries 
and citizenries are connected has been 
tangibly transformed. I truly think it 
would have been impossible for me to ob-
tain a global perspective without travel-
ing to and experiencing other countries 
and cultures, and I feel extremely fortu-
nate for receiving the privilege to do so. 

Just as studying abroad allowed 
me to develop a more accurate 
worldview, having the opportunity to 
take Sinners, Saints and Martyrs, (English 
272) and traveling to places actually de-

scribed in historical and literary works 
has granted me the ability to contextual-
ize my studies in a manner I had not pre-
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viously been able.  In my mind, experienc-
ing these places so important to the liter-
ary canon is almost a pre-requisite for my 
career goal of becoming an English teach-
er.  Looking upon the remnants of incred-
ible cathedrals like Canterbury and 
watching a modern day pilgrimage to 
Walsinghamɂappropriately filled with 
street-corner debates between funda-
mental iconoclasts and more progressive 
Christiansɂtruly made the Reformation 
come alive.  Seeing the exact spot in Ox-
ford where Archbishop Cranmer, the 
most famous of the martyrs was burnt, 
was surreal, as was seeing the very tav-
erns and churches to which the poems, 
essays, and other works we read for class 
alluded. Aside from our esoteric, niche 
field-trips, visiting such famously histori-
cal and pertinent destinations like Hamp-
ton Court Palace, Westminster Abbey, and 
3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
Maymester, and there is little doubt that 
my experiences will make me a more ef-
fective and credible English teacher.  We 
truly strained every possible experience 
out of every moment of every day, and I 
am sure one would find it difficult to lo-
cate a group that, in four short weeks, ex-
perienced the UK to the extent we did. 

Although our curriculum was out-
standing, if not exhausting, fellow Van-
derbilt students and myself certainly took 
advantage of our free time.  Overall, the 
moments we shared as a group exploring 
London on our own will undoubtedly 
prove as memorable as our organized ac-
tivities.  Walking through Piccadilly Circus 
at night allowed us to experience the es-
sence of what London truly is, as did our 
chance encounters with people from all 
over the world whenever we grabbed a 
ÂÕÒÇÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ "ÙÒÏÎȭÓ ÏÒ Á ÃÁÒÔÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÉÌË 
ÆÒÏÍ 7ÁÉÔÒÏÓÅȢ  )ȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÉÎÇ 
ÌÕÓÔÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÍÂÏÒÇÈÉÎÉȭÓ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ Âe-
ÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ,ÏÎÄÏÎȭÓ ÍÁÎÙ 

high-end car dealerships, nor the $2000 
ÐÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÓÈÏÅÓ ÁÔ (ÁÒÒÏÄȭÓȢ   

It might sound contrived to say 
that I had the time of my life this Mayme-
ster, but it is the genuine truth.   Memo-
ries of our field-trips, the literary works 
we read, and the time our group spent 
together will certainly last a life-time.  Af-
ter studying abroad in London, I can hon-
estly say that I am more globally aware, 
have a better grasp of British literature 
and history, and can finally hold up my 
end of a conversation about traveling to 
Europeɂsomething I would not have 
been able to do if I had not had the privi-
lege of receiving a Global Summer Fellows 
award.  I am extremely grateful to Van-
derbilt, the Global Education Office, and 
Provost McCarty for making it possible 
for me to study abroad this May, and I 
would encourage every single American 
college student to find a way toɂ
somehowɂspend time abroad while in 
college.   
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Karl Gressly 
Germany 

I participated in the Vanderbilt-in-
Berlin study abroad program that was 
completed in cooperation with Freie Uni-
versitätȭÓ &5"É3 ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ 
lasted for seven weeks, from the begin-
ning of June to the beginning of July.  

Though it may be cliché of me to 
say this, this study abroad experience re-
ally has helped to change my perspective 
on the world. Before my study abroad ex-
perience, I did not have much of a grasp 
about what life was like outside of the 
United States. I suppose that I felt it 
would be ÆÁÒ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÔ ÉÓȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
mean to substitute my experience in 
Germany for what the whole of Germany 
is like, or for that matter the rest of the 
world. Berlin, as a major city, is of course 
very difference from the German country-
side. And, Germany, as a relatively privi-
leged and rich nation in Europe is certain-
ly vastly different than countries across 
the globe. That said, I had expected more 
cultural differences between Berlin and 
where I grew up in Canton, GA. That is not 
to say that I had any idea of what those 
cultural difference may have been, I had a 
very amorphous idea of what Germany, of 
what Berlin would be like.  

I found, before my travels abroad, 
that it was very easy to focus more on 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 

problems. By the same token, I found it 
ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÔÏ ɉ×ÈÁÔ ) ȬËÎÅ×ȭ ÁÂÏÕÔɊ %u-
rope and see only those things that were 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȢ 7ÈÅÒÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒn-
ment is dysfunctional and pandering, Eu-
ÒÏÐÅȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ 
vast reforms and the integration efforts of 
the European Union. Where the American 
people were failed by their educational 
system,  those of Europe had a spectacu-
lar educational system that puts ours and 
our people to shame. What I failed to real-
ize, and what I think I realize now, is that 
we are all, barring some cultural differ-
ences, people. We are all basically moti-
vated by the same goals and aspirations, 
and behind our institutions, government, 
educational systems, whatever, our basic 
attributes we are the same. The Europe-
ÁÎÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁrily more intelligent 
than their American counterparts though 
they may speak 5 more languages, and the 
European policymakers may not be as far-
sighted and less prone to special interests 
compared to our American policymakers 
as I had previously believed (witness the 
Greece debt crisis).  

!Ô ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÔÈÉÓ ȬÒÅÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭ 
has not made me think any less of Euro-
ÐÅÁÎÓȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȬÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒȟ 
ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ȬÏÔh-
ÅÒÎÅÓÓȭ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÐÅÒÖÁÄÅÄ ÍÙ 
thoughts before. These are, after all, relat-
able people, they are real. That is one of 
the most important things that I have 
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learned from this program. It has truly 
helped me to build a more realistic pic-
ture of those who live in Berlin and Ger-
many and to a large extent, Europe. This 
does not lessen, in any way, my desire to 
continue to travel abroad, to study abroad 
for a semester (or more, if possible), or to 
live abroad if I could find a job. Rather, 
ÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ȬÏÔÈÅÒȭ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
are relatable and real human beings, I feel 
much more inclined to do so.  

A major part of my academic goals 
is to learn German. The focus of my study 
was German language (with copious 
amounts of German culture thrown in, as 
I was living in Germany). My German is 
now vastly 
improved 
over what it 
was when I 
first arrived. 
I had previ-
ously had 
only two se-
mesters of 
German, and I could hold VERY, VERY 
simple conversations. Now, however, I 
have a much increased German vocabu-
lary, and I truly feel comfortable with the 
language, a major barrier t o have over-
come. I am now well on my way to getting 
to know the German language, and I will 
continue to work towards improving it.  

My ultimate career goal is to work 
in some kind of international setting. I am 
not exactly sure of what precisely that en-
tails in terms of a career, but right now I 
seem to be between international law and 
consulting. In both of those career paths, 
an international perspective would be ex-
tremely beneficial, perhaps crucial. Know-
ing a foreign language is, as I see it, an in-
tegral part of creating that international 
perspective. It opens many doors, includ-
ing the ability to perhaps live abroad at 
some point, a possibility that I would be 

very fortunate to have, and a goal that I 
am working toward. This program has 
certainly helped me to advance my 
knowledge of the German language, and 
has definitely helped me to build a more 
international perspective.  

 
 
Dear Provost Richard McCarty,  
 
As a Global Summer Fellows Scholarship 
recipient, I truly appreciate your continued 
support for the program. I had a truly life-
changing summer. I had never been outside 
of the United States prior to this program, 
and I honestly knew very little about the 
people or culture of others on the planet. 
Since spending eight weeks in Berlin, and a 
few other parts of Germany, learning the 
language, feeling the culture, meeting new 
people, adjusting to a foreign land, I now 
have a much more well-defined and realis-
tic picture of at least part of the world out-
side of the United States. I sincerely appre-
ciate the opportunity to have had this ex-
perience. I hope that program will continue 
to be available so that other students may 
experience something similar to what I was 
able to my summer study abroad program.  
 
Sincerely,  
Karl Gressly 
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Deandre Jones 
Morocco 

The study abroad program I decid-
ed to go on was the Morocco trip with 
Professor Barsoum. It was by far the 
greatest experience I have ever had in my 
entire life! The biggest change I experi-
enced from taking this course was that 
there were other things going on around 
me than the things that are going on in 
America. Being in a different time zone 
and talking to my friends via Skype just 
felt different. It felt like I was in a whole 
different world. It makes one stop and re-
alize that the world does not revolve 
around America. Another thing I realized 
is that Americans are a lot more well off 
than we think we are. In Morocco, there 
were a lot of times where you would see 
flies and bees laying on display foods and 
people would still eat it. In America this 
would probably never happen. We also 
take for granted the safety of our food and 
water from making us sick. The entire 
time I was there I was told to drink bot-
tled water because our bodies could pos-
sibly get sick from the water there.  

My experience will help me 
achieve my career goals in a lot of ways. 
Because I realize that English is a second 
or sometimes third language in some 
countries, I want to take the time to learn 
three more languages: Spanish, French, 

and Mandarin. I feel like if I learn these 
three languages I will be able to go any-
where in the world and find someone 
who at least is familiar with one of my 
four languages. I am also a man that loves 
to give back to those less fortunate than 
myself. One way I could possibly give 
back in the field of engineering is by start-
ing up a school for youth who have a gen-
uine interest in the sciences and showing 
them some of the things that I do on a dai-
ly basis. As far as my academic goals, this 
class has helped me gain an appreciation 
for other religions other than Christianity. 
Talking to the people on my trip that were 
of Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, & Atheist reli-
gious backgrounds really helped me un-
derstand the basic principles of other re-
ligions.  

One thing I would share with fu-
ture students who decide to study abroad 
is to really take the time to get to know 
everyone on your trip. Do not spend your 
entire trip with a certain group of people 
because you either knew them before the 
trip or you feel like you could relate with 
them more than other people on the trip. 
The six other people on my trip all came 
from different backgrounds and had dif-
ferent personality traits and I believe it 
was because of that which made us closer 
than ever. Another thing I would advise 
you to do is to not be afraid to take a leap 
of faith and try new things (within rea-
son). I never would have expected to go 
through a mock wedding and dance with 
a belly dancer on my trip but it is the ran-
dom moments like that which make the 
trip more worthwhile. One final piece of 
advice I would give is to bargain shop as 
much as possible. Personally, I found bar-
gaining to be one of the best parts of the 
trip. The best part is that the people find 
bargaining just as fun as you do.  

Even though it is fun, keep in mind 
that the money you are giving these peo-
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ple is helping them feed their families so 
please do not try to take advantage of 
them.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank 
Provost McCarty, Vice Chancellor Wil-
liams, and Vanderbilt Athletics who made 
my trip to Morocco possible. Without the 
support of these people my trip would 
still only be a dream.  
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Lauren Koenig 
Brazil 

I am an ecology, evolution, and or-
ganismal biology major at Vanderbilt. A 
love of nature and interest in animal be-
havior was instilled in me at an early age 
by family visits to zoos and aquariums, as 
well as watching nature programs on tel-
evision. While choosing biology as my ma-
jor was an easy decision, pursuing field-
work opportunities was much more diffi-
cult. It is impossible to truly understand 
and study natural animal behavior with-
out experiments and experience in the 
field. Subsequently, I was thrilled to learn 
that Vanderbilt was offering the BSCI 290 
Maymester program in my exact area of 
interest: Animal Behavior and Rainforest 
Diversity. Moreover, it was located in the 
Atlantic Rainforest in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
one of the most unique locations in the 
world. The program involved two weeks 
of study at the University of Sao Paulo and 
two weeks of fieldwork at several loca-
tions throughout the state: Cananeia, a 
historic fishing village on the coast; Isla 
de Cardoso, a pristine island reserve; and 
PETAR, a state park with numerous caves 
and waterfalls. It was an amazing experi-
ence to explore and study the unique at-
tributes of the rainforest with experts in 
their field. Ultimately, the Maymester 
program broadened both my academic 
interests and my global perspective. 

The coursework and research that 
we conducted throughout the program 
increased my motivation and cemented 

my goal to pursue a doctorate degree in 
animal behavior research. I currently 
work in two neurology labs at Vanderbilt, 
but I also hoped to learn more about 
fieldwork protocols and ways to incorpo-
rate travel and research. At the University 
of Sao Paulo I had the opportunity to talk 
about different research styles and topics 
with Brazilian professors and students. It 
was eye-opening to compare the ways in 
which research is conducted at Vanderbilt 
versus at an international university. One 
of the most fascinating parts of the pro-
gram was a research collaboration with a 
post-doc in the animal behavior depart-
ment. My group consisted of Vanderbilt 
and Sao Paulo students and we worked 
closely with him to investigate the evolu-
tion of silk spinning in a species of spider. 
I also had the opportunity to discuss my 
plans for the future with him. As a result 
of his advice, I am currently looking at 
graduate programs, including some in 
Brazil, which promote opportunities for 
on-site fieldwork abroad. 

Viewing plants and animals in 
their natural habitat provided me with a 
much more accurate representation of 
how everything I studied in my courses 
fits and works together in the real world. 
For example, we 
learned about the 
detrimental ef-
fects of forest 
fragmentation at 
the university. 
This is, of course, 
a major topic in 
any ecology 
course. We later 
noted the preva-
lence of frag-
mented patches of rainforest throughout 
our travels in Brazil. Witnessing actual 
roads and factories in the middle of the 
rainforest greatly emphasized that human 
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destruction, pollution, and road-kill are 
not theoretical or minor problems, but 
main issues resulting in significant eco-
system loss. Personal observation proved 
to be a more accurate portrayal of ecolog-
ical disaster, as well as a more convincing 
call for action, than any textbook article 
could hope to accomplish. 

I also greatly enjoyed meeting and 
comparing cultural differences with in-
ternational professors, students, tour 
guides, taxi driv-
ers, shopkeepers, 
and friendly Bra-
zilian citizens 
seeking to prac-
tice their English 
with American 
tourists. Attempt-
ing to communi-
cate with a com-
bination of Portu-
guese, English, Spanish, and innovative 
sign language was challenging, entertain-
ing, and educational. I was also amazed at 
how easy it was to pick up Portuguese 
once I became immersed in the language 
and culture of Brazil (even if my limited 
vocabulary disproportionately consists of 
food and names of animals). I did not 
have much international travel experi-
ence before Brazil and I loved when 
someone I was talking to, or vice versa, 
was shocked by a custom or habit that the 
other considered to be normal. This in-
cluded the fact that the citizens of Sao 
Paulo bought two cars in order to bypass 
traffic laws mandating that a single car 
can only be driven on alternate days, or 
that almost everyone in the city brushes 
their teeth three times a day and carries 
around a toothbrush at all times. Travel-
ing around the country by bus also show-
ÃÁÓÅÄ "ÒÁÚÉÌȭÓ ÄÉÓÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÌÉv-
ing, ranging from agricultural life and ba-
nana plantations outside of Sao Paulo to 

extreme poverty and upper class estates 
contained within the same city block. 

While there are so many differ-
ences between Brazilians and Americans, 
these differences were transcended dur-
ing the program by a shared appreciation 
for animal behavior, environmental sci-
ence, and the beauty of the rainforest. 
Nowhere else could I have seen billions of 
stars mirrored by brilliant phosphores-
cent plankton in the sand, or track the 
paw prints of a jaguar, swim with wild 
dolphins, stand underneath a waterfall in 
the depths of a cave, or feel the tiny heart 
of a wild bat beating in my hands after 
hiking to the top of a mountain at mid-
night. I am incredibly grateful to GEO, the 
GSF scholarship, and Provost McCarty for 
the opportunity to spend the best month 
of my life with like-minded students, fac-
ulty, and new friends. 
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Matthew Kyle Meacham 
England 

This summer I was able to partici-
pate in the Economics 249 Maymester 
course in London.  As my academic career 
was quickly coming to a close, and with 
many of my friends studying abroad for 
the spring semester, I felt that there was a 
void in my studies.  As a firm supporter of 
broadening my horizons and pushing my-
self, I decided that it would be a good ex-
perience to travel to London to take the 
Econ 249 Economics of Conflict course.  
With my father struggling to find all of the 
resources necessary to make this hope a 
reality, it looked as if I would not be able 
to go abroad in my time at Vanderbilt.  
Due to the GSF scholarship, however, I 
was able to get half of my tuition covered, 
and was able to purchase my tickets to 
Heathrow. 

I knew London, despite being an 
English-speaking, western country, would 
open my eyes to things I had never con-
sidered.  My perspectives are and always 
will be constantly evolving.  There is no 
real way of seeing the strengths and flaws 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÎÅȭÓ Ï×Î ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ 
it from the outside.  My time in London 
opened my eyes to so many inefficiencies 
in the USA.  It introduced me to stereo-
types about the US that are both true and 
untrue.  It showed me things that we need 

to change as well as things that need to 
stay the same.  At the same time, I noticed 
many flaws with the British system.  It is 
only once we open our eyes to the accom-
plishments and shortcomings of other so-
cieties that we will be able to reach com-
promise and develop a truly efficient and 
successful global society. 

Academically, the Maymester pro-
gram helped me to get a credit I needed to 
graduate.  As a triple major, every credit 
counts.  Because of this credit, I will be 
able to drop down to a part time student 
in the spring, essentially offsetting the 
cost of the Maymester.  I learned as much 
about economics as I did about London, 
which I feel is often not the case with 
many of my friendsȭ study abroad experi-
ences.  It seems that oftentimes the focus 
is on the culture and not on the class.  The 
Economics 249 class was, in contrary, 
very balanced academically and cultural-
ly.  Professor Driskill had several out-of-
the-classroom activities planned for us.  
He did not, however, force us to partici-

pate in things that were unnecessary and 
allowed us to have plenty of time to our-
selves.  The Maymester course is now 
listed as one of the first on my resume, 
and I cannot tell you how many people 
have asked me about my time abroad.  I 
boast that I learned more in that class 
than most of those that I have had at Van-
derbilt.  There is truly nothing more im-
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ÐÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÊÏÂ ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÔÈÁÎ Á 
global perspective. 

I would recommend the study 
abroad program in London to any stu-
dents who is considering following in my 
footsteps.  I would also recommend to 
them to step off of the beaten path once 
they arrive abroad.  I had so much fun ex-
ploring the city by myself.  I met and hung 
out with my favorite band of 2011 on 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÁÓÓ ÐÌÁÙÅÒȭÓ ςρst birthday.  I dated a 
Londoner, had dinner with her family, 
and have remained in touch since return-
ing to the US.  I played rugby with a Kiwi-
league squad and got absolutely crushed.  
I spent hours reflecting in front of Roth-
kos at Tate Modern.  I saw Sienna Miller 
perform on stage in Flare Path from the 
front row.  All of these things I did by my-
self without any suggestion from anyone 
else.  It was a truly amazing experience, 
and one in which I learned a lot about 
myself. 
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Jordan Michaud 
England 

It still feels almost surreal, holding 
a completed summer journal in my hand 
and knowing that it chronicles my time in 
London. I think back to that amazing pael-
la from the street vendor in Covent Gar-
den, or the immensity of the gate to an 
ancient Mesopotamian city set up in the 
British museum, or the suspense of walk-
ing down the street on an avant-garde 
theatre experience that cast our group as 
undercover agents, and it takes a moment 
to process that I can't just walk a few 
blocks or take a red double-decker bus 
and do it again tomorrow. 

When I decided to take the Theatre 
in London Maymester course, I assumed 
that all I'd heard would be true- that I 
would suffer culture shock,that I wouldn't 
be able to understand the thick accents of 
locals, that I would be considered a dis-
placed American by the locals and quite 
probably treated rudely a few times. It 
didn't help that as a child of the American 
school system, I've been informed of the 
lack of London health codes in history, 
immersed in Dickens since seventh-grade 
English, and taught to sing from Sweeney 
Todd. From these, one cobbles together 
an image of a soot-caked city infested 
with rats that bathe in sewage and citi-
zens who kick homeless orphans as they 
walk by. I knew, of course, that there have 

been reformations since Dickens's day, 
but since this is the London that has per-
sisted in American literature, I had no 
idea what to expect, really. So I arrived 
after an exhausting flight, braced for the 
worst, and found myself a few days later 
feeling as much at home in London as I 
have felt anywhere. 

While the London I'd come to sim-
ultaneously love and fear from Dickens 
was apparent in architecture and winding 
streets everywhere, the people were 
nothing like I'd been told. A bit standoff-
ish, my sources told me- don't be offend-
ed if they ignore you or they laugh at 
things you don't think are funny. I found 
everyone personable and welcoming, and 
I suppose my lifelong tendency toward 
British humour paid off, because I feel like 
I fit in pretty well. Of course, as a theatre 
student, I embraced the opportunity to 
practice my accents; the highest compli-
ment I received was when an actress we 
had the privilege to meet turned to me 
out of all the people in our group and said 
I didn't sound very American, did I meet 
up with them here? The underground 
transportation was both cleaner and 

more navigable than the one in New York 
City, which impressed me greatly. And I 
came to realize that people really are the 
same everywhere. London is an extremely 
diverse city, and though one man faces 
Mecca to pray and the woman beside him 
is feverishly studying a German-English 



39 

 

handbook, they're both living life as they 
wish, doing what's important to them. 
This is the common theme that unites the 
people of the world, and it was seeing this 
in the people around me that kept me 
from wishing myself back in Texas. 

My experiences in London have 
been invaluable to my academic and ca-
reer goals. Since I'm a theatre major, I 

used the exposure to diverse people and 
speech patterns to widen my own grasp 
of dialects and direction. I used the plays 
we watched to note the differences in 
how people of different countries choose 
to express themselves, what they value, 
and in one humorous instance, how they 
view the life of the average New Yorker. 
And the immersion in the culture opened 
my understanding of how the city, histo-
ry, and immigration have shaped the in-
habitants of modern London. Like other 
aspects of my theatre major, many of the-
se things won't be directly applicable to 
my career, but they have impacted my 
thoughts and understanding, and my abil-
ity to see like others. 

When other students ask me about 
my time in London, it's difficult to decide 
what to tell them first; I've hardly shut up 
about it for the past 2 months. Mostly, I 
talk about what an amazing place it is; 
that you can walk down the street eaves-
dropping and hear seven different lan-
guages before you've gone a block, that 

you can buy anything on the street in 
Covent Garden, from food to clothes to 
unattractive wall hangings made of li-
cense plates to street theatre perfor-
mances. There is no end to the diversity, 
and if you want to go to just one place and 
get as much cultural exposure as possible, 
it's the destination for you. It's an odd jux-
taposition of modern technology and 
1800s architecture. The museums are 
fantastic and free. And Laughing Cow 
cheese is only 75 pence. Not a bad deal. 

All in all, my time in London con-
tributed to the very best summer of my 
life. It immediately became a part of me, 
and I look forward to returning, or at least 
convincing as many other people to study 
abroad as possible. 

 
Dear Provost McCarty, 
 
I'd like to offer you my sincerest thanks. As 
a recipient of a GSF award this past May, I 
was able to travel to London and partici-
pate in a theatre course I never would have 
been able to take otherwise. It was an in-
valuable experience that I'll treasure for-
ever. Thank you so much for your part in 
making the program possible. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jordan Michaud 
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Maranda Orrel 
Greece 

At the beginning of this summer, I 
took the opportunity of participating in 
the Classics 242 Maymester, during which 
time, twelve fellow students and I trav-
eled to the village of Ancient Corinth in 
Greece.  Being in one of the major trade 
and cultural hubs of the ancient world 
was an amazing experience.  It gave me 
the chance to not only expand the aca-
demic knowledge from the Classics 
course I took during the spring 2011 se-
mester, but also explore the ancient sites 
themselves.  For me, taking the classroom 
to the field ingrained various facts about 
the ancient world, as well as broadened 
future career possibilities.  As a global his-
tory major, I hope to use both of these as-
pects of my experience in order to enrich 
future courses of study and improve my 
potential as a future employee.  The phi-
losophy, culture, and politics of Ancient 
Greece impacted many contemporaneous 
societies and has continued to influence 
modern thought.  Having an understand-
ing of this civilization, which goes beyond 
information found in books and lectures, 
will be profitable to me as I proceed for-
ward in my academic and professional 
life.  

Beyond academic and occupational 
enrichment, the trip to Greece opened my 

eyes to a perspective on life different than 
the typical American mindset.  For three 
and a half weeks, I, along with my class-
mates, lived in a small village built around 
the ancient city of Corinth.  In some ways, 
it was like stepping back in time.  The 
main thoroughfare was about two or 
three blocks long, lined with family-
owned cafes, small restaurants, and tour-
ist shops.  Older men would gather out-
side at the café tables, drink coffee, and 
enjoy a quiet afternoon.  Restaurant own-
ers would give fruit or baklava free of 
charge to customers.   At our hotel, the 
owner and his wife prepared and served 
meals, while we remained largely discon-
nected from the distractions of technolo-
gy and busy schedules.  We truly lived on 
the village schedule and enjoyed a 
glimpse of a simplistic lifestyle.   

For any student considering study 
abroad, I would emphasize the benefits of 
facing challenges in order to allow the ex-
perience to impact academic and career 
goals, as well as expand perspective. Spe-
cifically in my course, which emphasized 

Classical archaeology, I found myself hav-
ing to step outside of my comfort zone 
several times; however, accepting the 
challenge to my comfort zone made the 
trip more worthwhile than sitting on the 
sidelines.  One particular example comes 
to mind.  Our first Friday morning in Cor-
inth, we took a group hike up Acrocorinth, 


