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I. When Worlds Collide: Apocalypse
	The collapse of the Davidic monarchy and exile of Judeans to Babylon in 587 inspired creative thinkers to make sense of the collision of two worlds. For one poet, the decisive victory of Cyrus of Persia in 539 and emancipation of enslaved Judeans marked the beginning of a new exodus, with the promise that God was about to inaugurate peace on earth (Isaiah 40-55). For others, the world was soon to undergo utter chaos, turmoil the likes of which no one had ever experienced (Jer 4:23-26; Isa 24-27; Ezek 39). A fearsome battle, Armageddon, would follow, with the forces of evil opposing the champions of the good.
	Events subsequent to the composition of these alternative interpretations of reality fueled the second option, which came to be known as apocalypse (an unveiling). This literature abounds in bizarre imagery, angelic interpretations of visions, laments over the dominant role of evil in society, secrecy to avoid detection by ruling powers, and expectation of divine assistance once the conflict between good and evil breaks out.
	Above all, apocalyptic emphasizes human ignorance and the mystery of existence, all the while purporting to reveal the exact date of the end. The popularity of this understanding of reality can be seen from two full-blown biblical examples, the books of Daniel and Revelation. In them, we see classic cases of apocalypse against empire, Jewish and Christian resistance of Rome's cruel policies.
	Perhaps the most authentic apocalypse of all, Second Esdras, did not make it into the canon except as an appendix. This intriguing work consists of seven visions and their interpretation by the angel Uriel: (1) the destruction of Zion; (2) God's choice of one vine, land, etc.; (3) two mythic creatures, Leviathan and Behemoth; (4) a widow mourning the death of her only son; (5) an eagle with many wings; (6) one like the Son of Man engaged in battle; and (7) the miraculous composition of sacred books. Two Christian additions, the first and last two chapters, illustrate the tension between Judaism and Christianity, with the latter's claim to having found divine favor because of superior righteousness. 
	 Many evangelical Christians have gravitated to apocalyptic, partly because of their socio-economic status relative to more established denominations. Sadly, much of the exposition fails to recognize the symbolism behind the imagery, and nearly all of the interpreters take a literalistic approach to the texts and claim to have exclusive insight into its secret codes. That is a pity, for they ignore the most important feature of the book, the profound discussion of the most perplexing theological problem today, theodicy (justifying the ways of God to humans).

II. The Psalms and Hymns from Qumran
	Among the Dead Sea Scrolls are a number of psalms much like those in the Bible. They are the product of deep religious devotion worlds removed from the erroneous characterization of late Judaism as arid legalism. In these hymns one sees the depth of love and adoration of God, coupled with admirable humility.

