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I. Wars, Real and Imaginary
	The Maccabean revolt against Syrian despotism is described in First Maccabees with remarkable realism. Antiochus, nicknamed Epiphanes (Madman) by his antagonists, issued a decree in 167 BCE outlawing the practice of Judaism and requiring on penalty of death participation in the worship of gods other than Yahweh. Judas and his five sons resisted, engaged in guerrilla warfare with the help of a small band of followers, and gained independence in 142 BCE. From then until 63 BCE, the Hasmonean dynasty held sway, but the High Priesthood was corrupted, being obtained by the highest bidder.
	Second Maccabees is a condensation of a five volume work by a certain Jason of Cyrene. It is largely imaginary, recounting much of the same story as recorded in First Maccabees but emphasizing divine activity rather than human effort. In addition to the miraculous, this theological reading of events stresses martyrdom, advances the idea that creation was from nothing, and praises Yahweh as guarantor of resurrection for those who fall in battle or through persecution. Worthy of note are two observations. The first describes a certain Auranus as advanced in years and no less advanced in folly. The second one states that the mother of seven martyred sons fired her woman's reasoning with a man's courage.
	The War Scroll from Qumran is wholly imaginary and anticipates a final battle between the forces of good and evil, one completely under Yahweh's control. Its goal was to purify the faithful and punish the disloyal. The author imagines that the warriors on each side are beyond counting, that they brandish large banners and priceless weapons (finely honed and adorned with gold), and that they adhere to the practices governing holy war in the Bible.

II. The Temple Assumes Center Stage
	The people of Qumran had no temple, but that did not prevent them from contemplating a day when they would replace corrupt priests and purify the temple by offering acceptable sacrifices. The fictional Temple Scroll, nearly twenty six feet long (the longest of the scrolls), is largely devoted to specifying the way offerings should be carried out by devout priests.
	The Copper Scroll is a perplexing account of the exact hiding places of vast treasures. Is it fact or fiction? No one knows, but the expensive medium on which the tale is written makes interpreters hesitate to rule out the possibility that actual wealth is meant. After all, the temple was the ancient bank.

III. Pesharim and Halakhic Texts
	The Essenes of Qumran treasured scripture as Yahweh's word for them, not just a message of the past. They also believed that their Teacher of Righteousness was inspired to interpret sacred texts. Several commentaries, mostly on prophetic books of the Bible, have survived. They quote scripture and give “its interpretation.” The Halakhic texts focus on proper interpretation of legal injunctions in the Bible and indicate how one should “walk” daily.
