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March at the University of
the South, Sewanee, Ten-
nessee; Mary Washington
College, Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia; and BlueÞeld College,
BlueÞeld, Virginia.

Karen Ann Krieger, assistant
professor of piano, spoke at
the MTNA national conven-
tion in Washington, D.C., in
March. Her topic was ÒGet a
Teaching Makeover with
Technology.Ó Her new book,
Learn from the Legends: Blues
Keyboard, published by Alfred,
was voted best new print
music folio by Music Retailer
Magazine. The honor was
announced in January at the
National Music Merchants
Convention in Los Angeles.
She also performed with the
Nashville Chamber Orchestra
this spring on both piano and
accordian.

Michael Kurek , associate pro-
fessor of composition, has been
commissioned by the PaciÞc
Symphony Orchestra of
Orange County, California, to
write a new orchestral work.
The one-movement composi-
tion, entitled ÒThat Which
Remains UnspokenÓ will
receive its premiere by the
PSO on October 24 and 25,
2001. The concert will be
broadcast statewide by Cali-
fornia Public Radio on the
25th.  His Concerto for Violin
and Orchestra and his song,
ÒLate Fall, Late LightÓ were
performed in March in a con-
cert at the Harlem School of
the Arts, where he served as
guest composer.   

Joe Rea Phillips, senior
artist teacher of guitar and
assistant to the dean, pre-
sented a concert at the
Dyersburg State Community
College in Dyersburg, Ten-
nessee, as half of the Lassiter
and Phillips Guitar Duo. The

concert was sponsored jointly
by Dyersburg State Commu-
nity College and the Ten-
nessee Arts Commission.

Melissa Rose, assistant pro-
fessor of piano, performed in
chamber concerts at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and the
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater. The world pre-
miere of J. Mark ScearceÕs
Magritte Variationsfor bari-
tone, clarinet, viola, and
piano was a feature of the
concerts. In November, she
collaborated with Denise
Baker, violinist, at the
Renaissance Center in Dick-
son, Tennessee, and with
Jonathan Retzlaff, associate
professor of voice, at the Uni-
versity of North Alabama.

Dwayne Sagen, assistant
dean of admissions and
adjunct professor of music,
adjudicated bands at the
Inauguration of President
Bush in Washington, D.C., in

January. He also gave clinics
to concert bands performing
at the Inaugural Band Festi-
val. He guest conducted the
Honor Band in Cullman,
Alabama, and adjudicated
bands in concert festivals in
Alabama; Saint Louis, Mis-
souri; Gatlinburg, Tennessee;
and Louisville, Kentucky.

Celeste Halbrook Tuten,
artist teacher of Suzuki vio-
lin, was an accompanist for
the Middle Tennessee Suzuki
Association Fall Workshop,
held last November.

Deanna Walker, adjunct
artist teacher of piano, gave a
workshop to the Kansas City
Music Teachers Association in
March entitled ÒTeaching
Pianists to Explore and Cre-
ate.Ó She was featured during
Alfred Publishing CompanyÕs
ÒMeet the ComposerÓ sessions
at the 2001 MTNA National
Convention held in Washing-
ton, D.C., also in March.

Staff
Dennis Clark became the new

director of
the Anne
Potter
Wilson
Music
Library in
March.
He previ-
ously
served as
music

librarian at Samford Univer-
sity in Birmingham, Alabama,
where he also received his
undergraduate degree in voice.
His master of library and
information studies degree was
granted from the University of
Alabama. Currently, he is a
doctoral student in higher edu-
cation administration at
Peabody College. He is mar-
ried to Elizabeth Clark, a
pianist and harpsichordist, and
they have a two-year-old son,
Harrison.
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Board of Trust
approves ambitious
fund-raising campaign

Last fall the Board of Trust voted to
launch a comprehensive fund-raising
campaign for Vanderbilt, with a Òtest
goalÓ of $1 billion. 

Nashville trustee Monroe J.
Carell Jr., BEÕ59, chairman of Cen-
tral Parking System, chairs the cam-
paign, which is expected to kick off
ofÞcially in the spring of 2002. It is
now in its Òsilent phase,Ó in which
the University will raise enough
money to determine whether the $1
billion goal is feasible.

This campaign is the most ambi-
tious in the UniversityÕs history. Van-
derbiltÕs last comprehensive
campaign, the Campaign for Vander-
bilt that ended in 1995, brought in
$560 million in gifts, pledges, and
planned bequests.

back of your house, by learning to
tune your carburetor. ItÕs just taking
the journey to the deeper experience
of yourself, the most honest experi-
ence of yourself that you can. And
maybe thatÕs what knowing when the
music is right is, as much as you can
know at any one time. 

Regarding success:
Who knows what success is? I think
as a writer, the most you can offer up
at any one time is essentially the ashes
of the ßame. You know how you hear
long distance runners talk about get-
ting in the zone? IÕve never experi-
enced that as an athlete. But I have
been in the zone in writing, especially
in the instrumental pieces in chamber
music or the opera or Little Jo. You
cannot wait until you feel as though
youÕre prepared. You have to begin to

begin. I suppose itÕs coming as close to
that intent as you can. As a writer,
youÕre constantly trying to shorten the
distance between two points, and
sometimes these points can be very far
apart. One point is what you can
imagine that you can create and this
point over here might be what youÕre
actually capable of writing. I know of
no other way to shorten the distance
between those two points but to write
all the time. You can walk a little more
comfortably in your skin when you
have the sense that your imagination is
not encumbered by bad technique. 

IÕve never been ÔhotÕ in Nashville.
My life has been one of a plodding,
steady writer. You measure the course
of a creative lifeÑa songwriting life, a
record-making life, a book-writing life,
the life of a poetÑover the course of
30 or 40 years, not Þve intensely suc-
cessful years. 

��-������������
.��
���/�� ���
continued from page 4

Vanderbilt alums in New York City, primarily former students of Michael Kurek, who attended or
performed at his concert in March at the Harlem School for the Arts included from left, Georgia
Stitt, Kurek, Kathryn Eberle, Baxter Clement, Irena Vodenska, Bill Britelle, Kiley Swicegood, Amy
Forburger, Allison Harvey, Daniel Roumain.

B
M

I P
H

O
T

O ������-�������������� Ñ *��� �		

Monday, September 10 Guitarist John Johns and Friends

Friday, September 14 Beethoven String Sonata Series

Friday, September 21 Dorfman/Katahn Duo

Friday, October 12 Blair Woodwind Quintet

Friday, October 26 Blair String Quartet

Monday, November 26 Appalachian Springby Aaron Copland,
conducted by Robin Fountain, 
and works by the BMI 
composer-in-residence Cindy McTee

Friday, December 7 Holiday Concert

All concerts begin at 8 pm in the Steve and Judy Turner Recital Hall
For ticket information, please call 322-7651.

Debra Creasman, director of
public relations at Blair since

1989 and a
27-year
employee of
the Univer-
sity, left in
late June to
pursue a
new career
in nursing.

She plans to return to Vander-
bilt Hospital upon completion
of her studies. Her current
interest lies in oncology 
nursing.
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Joanne Hayes and Caroline Webb enjoy the
reception before the Blair Holiday Concert
last December.

The Blair School welcomed two new emerita to
the faculty ranks as Enid Katahn, professor of
piano, and Elizabeth Cormier, senior artist
teacher of piano and coordinator of group piano
and the Certificate Program, celebrated their
retirement on May 8. 

Please mark your calendars
for the Open House for 

The Blair School’s

New
Performance

Hall
Sunday, November 11

1 to 5 p.m.

F E A T U R I N G
Ongoing musical performances  • Student-led tours • Children’s activities

Help us celebrate this historic event
by letting us make Music for You!
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