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The overthrow ofa top-kvelgovermm ent,called a coup
dEtat, rem ains them ost frequently attem pted m ethod for
changing govermm ent through force I and them ost
successiuil

Transhting literally to Istroke ofStateNt French, this regin e-
displacing effort isusually perpetrated by a sm allgroup ofthe state
establishm entL m ostcomm only, them ilitary.

W hen and w here have coups occurred?

Som e ofthem osthistorically notew orthy coups clide the overthrow
ofK ngJam es TofEnglnd n 1688 ,also known as the G brious
Revolution and onset ofBritish parliam entary dem ocracy,and the coup
thatbroughtN apolkon to pow erin 1799 ,kickstarting the N apolonic
W ars.

World distribution of coups and coup attempts

s

M gp courtesy of i ikin edi Comm ons.

Between 1950 and 2010, therew ere coups In 94 statesLm ost
occurring h A frica and the Am ericas,according to a thorough study
published in the JourmalofPeace Research.

Sihce 2010, there have been additionalcoups n Tunisia 011),Gunhea

Bissau R012),M ali012),and the CentralA frican Republic R013),
andm ostnotably,durhg the recent Egyptian Revolution @0112013).
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The United Stateshas allegedly had only one attem pted coup,w hen
right-w Ing Am erican busihessm en  ith thehelp ofhalfam illionw ar
veterans) plotted to seize theW hite H ouse from PresidentFranklinD .
Rooseveltin 1933.

Success and dem ocratic in pact

According to Pew Research,since the end ofW orldW arIItherehave
been 223 successfulcoups n countriesw ith populations greater than
500,000 Lm ostduring theheightoftheColdW ar.

Sihce 1947 ,the country w ith m ost successfulcoups is Thailand,w ith
nine, follow ed by Bolivia and Syriaw ith eighteach.

W hilke historically coupsdEBtathave hindered dem ocracy and created
civilw ars, thasbeen ponhted out thatm odem-day coups, though less
frequent, have notonlya greatersuccessrate 80% n2010),butare
often follow ed by com petitie elections.

O thers see this trend as a threat to dem ocratic stability L especially in
A fricaw here it is currentlym ost frequent.

W hatjistifiesa coup?

A survey by VanderbitUnwersity® Latih Am erican Public O phhion
Project LA PO P)proves thatdespite declne, sizable am ounts ofpeople
n the Am ericas stillbelieve coups are jistifiable under certain

circum stances.

The findings from 2008 and 2010 ,which focuson the Am ericas,show
that corruption ,high crim e,and high levelsofunem plym entare
considered justifiable reason forcoups atvarying percentagesper
nation.

Strangely, n the United States,w hich hasonly one atitem pted coup,

6 2% believe high pblessnessa reason to justify an overthrow -the
sam e percentage asH aiti,w here there have been six successfulcoups
since 1946.
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O verthrow Ing a govermm ent isnothg to take Iightly, how ever,as
coups are typically the resulrofdesperate tin esL and rarely w ithout
bloodshed orothersignificant consequences.

W hatare yourthoughtson coupsdBtatas they rehte to historical
tin esandm odem day?Ww hatdo you think w ouH theoreticall  j1stify

governm entoverthrow ?Tw eetus @ curiougn ati.
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