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Beautiful Apart-Hotel in Tegucigalpa's 
finest neighborhood.
Beautifully appointed suites with high-
bandwidth internet access, desk, safe, 3 
direct-dial telephones, bar and kitchenette 
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Porfirio Lobo practices social outreach

The President 
of the National 

Congress of 
Honduras, 

Porfirio Lobo 
Sosa, with a 

group of 
school 

children 
on a tour of 

the legislative 
palace.

By CLARE HARRISON

TEGUCIGALPA — The president of the national congress, Porfirio 
Lobo took a break from pressing political engagements on Monday, 
in order to allow a class of young school children into the main 
congressional chamber. The children, who were seemingly unaware 
of all the attention they were generating, were from the bilingual 
Elvel School, in Tegucigalpa. After a brief explanatory tour the 

Energizing the democratic 
process in Honduras

By CLARE HARRISON

TEGUCIGALPA — The second 
installment of the Political Parties 
Institutionalization Program was 
on Tuesday. The ongoing 
program is a coalition of several 
organizations including the 
Forum for the Fortification of 
Democracy and the National 
Congress, and is also in 
conjunction with the United 
Nations Development Project - a 
primary sponsor of the event. 

Senior Honduran political figures 
including representatives from 
the five main parties again 
gathered to discuss more reforms 
to the political system. The 
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The government needs to address the matter imminently, as the 
potential benefits that the country can reap from NGOs are 
limitless. Alongside doing this many are calling for the 
government to put in place measures to ensure that only 
legitimate NGOs are allowed to work in Honduras.

The British Ambassador Kay Coombes who is currently president 
of G15 said that although it is “very easy” to set up a non-
governmental organization, there is “a lot of bureaucracy” 
associated with them. She stated that the Honduran government 
“recognizes NGOs as one of the many loopholes to tax evasion”. 
She emphasized the need for expatriates to work in conjunction 
with their respective embassies in order to obtain sound guidance 
on the subject. 

When it comes to lack of transparency and corruption NGOs can 
be as guilty as governments. NGOs can be held even less 
accountable than politicians can and there is no obligation at 
present to disclose details of all work undertaken by the 
organizations. NGOs are by no means compelled to document 
their spending, and if completely unchecked they can conceivably 
pose an additional threat to a democracy. 

NGOs do account for a large portion of the work undertaken 
abroad and the work is undoubtedly invaluable in many cases. 
Non -governmental organizations often receive international 
backing, and they can operate as a crucial facet of a multi-lateral 
project. So given the amount of potential influence they wield, 
time would be well spent ensuring that projects are able to work 
continuously and harmoniously in Honduras.

 

Week in Review

The “Devil” falls

Maria Isabel Martinez, otherwise known as “the Devil”, was 
captured on Tuesday morning in Colonia San Isidro de 
Comayagüela. The minister of security, Oscar Alvarez 
orchestrated the vast operation that took place at 3:00 a.m. and 
involved 250 masked policemen wearing armed with pistols and 
rifles. She has been wanted since Tuesday February 4, when she 
shot 52 year old Jose Santos Martinez on a bus in the 
Comayagüela area of Tegucigalpa. She had just been released 
for possession of drugs and heavy armory. — La Tribuna

 

Legal Services:
Gutierrez y Aso. Business 
startup, immigration, 
administrative issues and legal 
representation. Call 504-232-
1391 Fax 504-239-9020 or 
email leonel_gutierrez@yahoo.com 
  

Professional translations by 
the staff of HONDURAS THIS 
WEEK.  Spanish to English 
and English to Spanish.  
Starting at 100.00 Lps. per 
page depending on content. 
Call 232-8818 or fax 232-
2300.  ... More in Classifieds 
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Government to save 700 million lempiras

The Honduran government has decided to freeze the salaries of 
public employees, and to cancel 50 percent of the current civil 
service vacancies created as a result of early retirement and the 
firing of people in government positions. The decision was made 
after the council of ministers met on Tuesday in order to discuss 
the propositions made by the IMF (International Monetary Fund). 
The IMF wants Honduras to decrease expenses, and to increase 
income in order to lower fiscal deficit. President Maduro has said 
that his goal is to lower the governments salary from 10.7 to 10.1 
percent of the GNP (Gross National Product). — El Heraldo

1.5 million pupils begin the new school year

President Maduro affirmed on Monday that the malnutrition of the 
young population, especially in the rural areas is still one of the 
main causes for truancy. However, he assured that one of his 
most important goals this year is to increase the amount of food 
received at school in rural areas, aiming to reach 5,000 children 
this year as opposed to 3,000 last year. Other goals included 
reducing the number of schools with only one teacher from the 
present number of 4,000, to 800 in 2005. In an effort to 
emphasize the importance of the 200-day school year, it was 
confirmed that teachers who complete this time will be paid more. 
— La Tribuna

Maduro meets with Bolanos and Flores

In order to discuss the serious problems that Honduras is 
currently maintaining with it’s neighbors; President Maduro met 
on Tuesday with the presidents of Nicaragua and El Salvador. 
Relations are currently tense due to the 35 percent tax, which 
they are applying to Honduran products. El Salvador and 
Honduras have also reached a stalemate over their border 
dispute. The National Congress is planning to decree a reprisal 
against the tax that Nicaragua is imposing. — La Tribuna

“We aren’t corrupt”

Members of the legislative chamber refuted the claims that they 
are corrupt on Wednesday. The principal members of Congress 
were responding to the accusation made on Tuesday by anti-
corruption official, German Espinal. Espinal quoted the study 
made by Doctor Mitchell Seligson from the University of 
Pittsburgh stating that 98 percent of the population perceive the 
congressmen to be easily bribed. The Minister of Transport, 
Salvador Pineda said that the concept of perception is not 
demonstrable, and therefore the study is “totally refutable”. — El 
Heraldo 
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