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Fostering Lower Intensity Democracy in Latin
America

Following up on my last post about trying to understand the trends we see
from the 2014 Latin American Public Opinion Project data, here is a basic
visual, which because of blogger is even cruder than I would've liked:

Democratization
Econ. growth
Regional autonomy
Access to technology

Leads to:

Increased crime
Steady Corruption

Leads to:

Emigration
Less trust in local govt.
Decrease in democratic legitimacy
Less democratic stability

Leads to:

??

What  we  have  is  what  appears  to  be  a  paradox­­the  things  in  the  top
column  represent  some  positive  examples  of  what  Latin  America  has
experienced in the past decade. Yet we see some really troubling results­­
this does not mean correlation, but they do coincide. What we can say for
sure is that democracy and growth clearly is not resolving some entrenched
problems, which in some cases are getting worse.

System support has been gradually on the decline (53% in 2006 vs. 50.7%
in 2014) while belief  in  the courts has decreased even more sharply, with
47.3% seeing  them as  fair  in 2006 vs. 44.1%  in 2014. There are all sorts
of similar examples at  the  local  level. Even with democratic consolidation
in  so  many  countries,  people  are  seeing  government  as  less  responsive
over time.

If you're wondering,  this transcends ideology. Estimated stable democracy
attitudes  are  high  in  Argentina  and Costa Rica,  and  lower  in  Bolivia  and
Paraguay. You can see similar sorts of distributions on other questions as
well.  Both  in  academia  and  in  the  media,  we  tend  to  get  too  narrowly
focused  on  ideology,  but  there  are more  universal  issues  that  are  driving
these perceptions.

I was asked after my panel about what I thought the result would be. That
is the question mark at the end. I don't have a great answer but my sense
is  lower  intensity  democracy.  I  don't  see  coups  on  the  horizon,  but  a
generalized  sense  that  problems  are  not  being  solved.  This  has  the
potential  to  open  door  for  populism,  but  it  can  also  just  mean  strikes,
protests,  etc.  Sadly,  this  is  the  direction  things  are  moving. 
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recently Ileana Ros­Lehtinen...

Otto Pérez Molina and legalization

The fact that Otto Pérez Molina proposed legalizing drugs is

notable for several reasons. First, it bucks all assumptions,

including mine...

Cubans and LASA

The State Department is allowing Mariela Castro to visit the

U.S., in part to attend the Latin American Studies Association

conference next...

Kristof on Academia

This Nicholas Kristof article really made the rounds yesterday

on Twitter, where political science professors took exception

with an argume...

Gerson Dissing Political Science

Michael Gerson has an opinion piece that begins by attacking

Nate Silver and ends by attacking political science. The thrust of

his argumen...

BLOG ARCHIVERecommend this on Google

http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Colombia
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Baseball
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/China
http://www.blogger.com/profile/15765114859595124082
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Latinos%3B%20Charlotte%3B%20North%20Carolina
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Academia
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Latinos
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Blogs%3B%20Paraguay
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Latino%3B%20North%20Carolina
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Charlotte
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Haiti
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=21674624&postID=61319687229155098&target=blog
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Bolivia
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Book%20Review
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Family
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Academic%20Article
http://www.blogger.com/profile/15765114859595124082
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2012/05/cubans-and-lasa.html
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=21674624&postID=61319687229155098&target=pinterest
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Blogs
http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Latin-American-Politics-Gregory/dp/0205648258/ref=as_sl_pc_tf_mfw?&linkCode=wey&tag=twoweeksnotic-20
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Dominican%20Republic
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2012/11/gerson-dissing-political-science.html
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2012/02/otto-perez-molina-and-legalization.html
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Costa%20Rica
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2014/12/fostering-lower-intensity-democracy-in.html
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Chile
http://rcm-na.amazon-adsystem.com/e/cm/privacy-policy.html/ref=as_sl_pc_tf_mfw?o=1&linkCode=wey&tag=twoweeksnotic-20
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Argentina
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/blog
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Immigration
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2014/12/figuring-out-latin-american-public.html
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2014/02/kristof-on-academia.html
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=21674624&postID=61319687229155098&target=twitter
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Ecuador
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Guatemala
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Charlotte%3B%20Autism
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Brazil
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Central%20America
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Latin%20America
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Autism
http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Latin-American-Politics-Gregory/dp/0205648258/ref=as_sl_pc_tf_mfw?&linkCode=wey&tag=twoweeksnotic-20
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Honduras
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=21674624&postID=61319687229155098&target=email
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=21674624&postID=61319687229155098&target=facebook
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/2013/07/che-guevaras-three-one-dimensions.html
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/El%20Salvador
http://weeksnotice.blogspot.com/search/label/Cuba
http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Latin-American-Politics-Gregory/dp/0205648258/ref=as_sl_pc_tf_mfw?&linkCode=wey&tag=twoweeksnotic-20

