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EDUCATION  
 
1961–65 Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas. Major: Philosophy. Minor: English Literature. 

B.A., 6 June 1965  
1965–68 California Baptist Theological Seminary, Covina, California. Major: Biblical 

Studies. M.Div. cum laude, 25 May 1968 
1967  Universitetet i Oslo, Norway. Advanced study in theology 
1968–73 Georg-August-Universität, Göttingen, Germany. Area of concentration: Old 

Testament. Adviser: Hans-Joachim Kraus. Dr.theol. magna cum laude, 7 Sept 1973 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
Georg-August-Universität, Göttingen, Germany 
 Research Assistant, 1970–72 
American Baptist Seminary of the West, Covina, California 
 Adjunct Professor of Old Testament, January –  June 1973 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School and Graduate Department of Religion, Nashville, Tennessee 
 Assistant Professor of Old Testament, 1973–78 
 Associate Professor of Old Testament, 1978–86 
 Professor of Hebrew Bible, 1986–2006 
 Drucilla Moore Buffington Professor of Hebrew Bible, 2006–present 
 Chair, Graduate Department of Religion, 1999–2004 
 Director and Senior Fellow, Center for the Study of Religion and Culture, 2003–present 
Visiting Professor or Scholar: 
 Georg-August-Universität, Göttingen, Germany, Spring 1976 
 University of Montana, Missoula, Montana, Summer 1977 
 The Iliff School of Theology, Denver, Colorado, Summer 1980 
 The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel, 1981–82 
 Ecumenical Institute for Theological Research, Tantur, Jerusalem, 1981–82 
 Eberhard-Karls-Universität, Tübingen, Germany, 1987–88 
 Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, Spring Semester 1997  
 Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Spring Semester 2004 
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AWARDS AND GRANTS 
 
Postgraduate Study Grant, from Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, Germany, 1976 
Basic Theological Scholarship and Research Award, from the Association of Theological Schools in 

the United States and Canada, 1976 
Summer stipends, from Vanderbilt University, 1974, 1978, 1982, 1987, 1993 
University Fellowship Award, from Vanderbilt University, 1981–82 
Fulbright Award, for research in Israel, 1981–82 
Fellowship for University Teachers, from the National Endowment for the Humanities, 1987–88 
Co-Principal Investigator, ―M anaging C om plex Inform ation A pplications: A n A rchaeology D igital 

L ibrary,‖ grant of $385,000 from  the N ational S cience F oundation, for E lectronic T ools and 
Ancient Near Eastern Archives (ETANA, based at Vanderbilt University) to develop a 
digital library for archaeology, 2003–06  (http://www.etana.org/projects.shtml) 

Director, Center for the Study of Religion and Culture, funded by 5-year grant of $3.1 million from 
Vanderbilt University, 2003-08  (http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csrc) 

Thomas Jefferson Award, Vanderbilt University, 2005 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND COMMITTEES 
 
American Oriental Society, member 
American Schools of Oriental Research, member 
 Institutional Representative for Vanderbilt University, 1991–present 
The Catholic Biblical Association of America, member 
Society of Biblical Literature, member 
 Centennial of Wellhausen‘s Prolegomena, convener, 1978 
 Centennial Committee, Co-chair, 1979–80 
 Nominating Committee, member, 1979–80 
 N ational E ndow m ent for the H um anities grant, ―T he B ible in the A m erican T radition,‖ 

Project Director, 1980–85 
 Society Treasurer, 1981–82 
 Development Committee, member, 1994–2003 
Society of Biblical Literature, Southeastern Region 
 Vice-President, 1996–97; President, 1997–98  
Scholars Press, member of Board of Trustees, 1981–82 
Archaeological experience: 
 Aphek-Antipatris Archaeological Expedition, sponsored by Tel Aviv University, June–July 

1984 
 Megiddo Expedition survey, sponsored by Tel Aviv University, October 1999 
Area Advisory Committee for the Middle East (for selection of Fulbright Scholars), member,  
 Council for International Exchange of Scholars, Washington, 1984–86 
Southeastern Commission for the Study of Religion, member, 1996–99; Chair, 1998–99 
Council on Graduate Studies in Religion, member, 1999–2004 
ETANA:  Electronic Tools and Ancient Near Eastern Archives  (http://www.etana.org) 
 Co-founder, 2000; member of Steering Committee, 2000–present  

http://www.etana.org/projects.shtml
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R esearch G roup, ―T he S uffering B ody: A sian and W estern P erspectives,‖ C enter for the S tudy of 
Religion and Culture, Vanderbilt University; and the Department of Cultural and Religious 
Studies, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Co-Director with Professors Richard King 
(Vanderbilt University) and Archie Lee (Chinese University of Hong Kong), 2004–present 
(http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csrc/suffering.html)  

R esearch G roup, ―R eligion and P olitics,‖ C enter for the S tudy of R eligion and C ulture, V anderbilt 
University, Co-Director with Professors William L. Partridge and Paul Speer, 2005–present 
(http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csrc/politics.html)  

R esearch G roup, ―Ideology, C ollective M em ory, and C anonization  in Cross-Disciplinary and Cross-
Cultural Perspective,‖ based in the U niversity of O slo, Norway, in collaboration with the 
U niversity of B ergen, U niversity of T rom sø, N orw egian T eacher‘s C ollege (B ergen), P eking 
University, and Center for the Study of Religion and Culture, Vanderbilt University, 
member, 2006–present   

Centre for Christian Studies, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies, The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong, External Advisor, 2006–present 

 
EDITORSHIPS AND EDITORIAL BOARDS 
 
American Schools of Oriental Research 
 Dissertation Series, Editorial Board member, 1990–91 
 Biblical Archaeologist / Near Eastern Archaeology, Editorial Committee member, 1994–99 
Society of Biblical Literature 
 Dissertation Series, Associate Editor, 1974–75; Co-editor, 1975–78 
 Centennial Publications Series, Editorial Board member, 1975–85 
 Journal of Biblical Literature, Editorial Board member, 1991–96 
G eneral E ditor, ―T he B ible and Its M odern Interpreters‖ S eries, 3 vols. C hico/A tlanta: S cholars 

Press/Society of Biblical Literature; Philadelphia: Fortress Press. Published 1985–89 
Series Co-editor, ―Issues in R eligion and T heology‖ S eries, 4 vols. P hiladelphia: F ortress P ress; 

London: SPCK, 1980–87 
G eneral E ditor, ―T he L ibrary of A ncient Israel‖ S eries, 8 vols. L ouisville and L ondon: W estm inster 

John Knox Press, 1990–present 
E ditorial B oard m em ber, ―M ercer L ibrary of B iblical S tudies‖ S eries. M acon: M ercer U niversity 

Press, 1997–present 
 
BOOKS 
 
Rediscovering the Traditions of Israel: The Development of the Traditio-Historical Research of the 
Old Testament, with Special Consideration of Scandinavian Contributions. Society of Biblical 
Literature Dissertation Series, 9. Missoula, Montana: Society of Biblical Literature, 1973.  452 pages. 
Revised edition. Missoula: Society of Biblical Literature and Scholars Press, 1975.  454 pages. 
Reissued. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1979. 
Third, expanded edition. Studies in Biblical Literature, 16. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 
2006; Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2006.  378 pages. 
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Tradition and Theology in the Old Testament (editor). Philadelphia: Fortress Press; London: SPCK, 
1977.  351 pages. 
French translation: T radition et théologie dans l‟A ncien T estam ent, trans. J. Prignaud, with a preface 
by Jacques Briend. Lectio divina, 108. Paris: Cerf/Desclée, 1982.  354 pages. 
Reprint edition. The Biblical Seminar Series, 11. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990. 
 
Julius Wellhausen and His Prolegomena to the History of Israel (editor). Semeia 25 (1982). Chico, 
California: Scholars Press, 1983.  164 pages.  
 
H um anizing A m erica‟s Iconic B ook: Society of B iblical L iterature C entennial A dd resses 1980 (co-
editor with Gene M. Tucker). Society of Biblical Literature, Biblical Scholarship in North America, 6. 
Chico: Scholars Press, 1982.  186 pages. 
 
The Hebrew Bible and Its Modern Interpreters (co-editor with Gene M. Tucker). The Bible and Its 
Modern Interpreters, 1. Chico: Scholars Press; Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.  543 pages. 
Korean translation:  Hiibru sung syo wa hyundai eyi ha suc sa dul, trans. Park Mun Jae. Seoul:  
Christian Digest (Park Myung Gon), 1998.  714 pages. 
 
Justice and the Holy: Essays in Honor of Walter Harrelson (co-editor with Peter J. Paris). Homage 
Series, 12. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1989.  348 pages. 
 
Ethics and Politics in the Hebrew Bible (editor). Semeia 66 (1994). Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995. 
184 pages.   
 
ARTICLES  IN ACADEMIC JOURNALS, BOOKS, AND DICTIONARIES 
 
―T he U nderstanding of ‗S itz im  L eben‘ in F orm  C riticism .‖ P p. 105 –25 in Society of Biblical 
Literature 1974 Seminar Papers, ed. George MacRae, vol. 1. Cambridge: Society of Biblical 
Literature, 1974. 
 
―T radition and T heology.‖ P p. 1–8 in Tradition and Theology in the Old Testament, ed. Douglas A. 
K night. P hiladelphia: F ortress P ress; L ondon: S P C K , 1977. F rench translation: ―T radition et 
théologie.‖ P p. 11–19 in T radition et théologie dans l‟A ncien T estament, ed. Douglas A. Knight. 
Paris: Cerf/Desclée, 1982. 
 
―R evelation through T radition.‖ P p. 143–80 in Tradition and Theology in the Old Testament, ed. 
D ouglas A . K night. P hiladelphia: F ortress P ress; L ondon: S P C K , 1977. F rench translation: ―L a 
révélation par la tradition.‖ P p. 153–91 in T radition et théologie dans l‟A ncien T estam ent, ed. 
Douglas A. Knight. Paris: Cerf/Desclée, 1982. 
 
―Jerem iah and the D im ensions of the M oral L ife.‖ P p. 87 –105 in The Divine Helmsman: Studies on 
G od‟s C ontrol of H um an E vents, Presented to Lou H. Silberman, ed. James L. Crenshaw and Samuel 
Sandmel. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1980. 
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―Why Study the Bible?‖ (co-authored with Walter Brueggemann). Bulletin of the Council on the 
Study of Religion 11 (1980) 76–81. 
 
―C anon and the H istory of T radition: A  C ritique of B revard S . C hilds‘ Introduction to the Old 
Testament as Scripture.‖ Horizons in Biblical Theology 2 (1980) 127–49. 
 
―Old Testament Ethics.‖ The Christian Century 99 (1982) 55–59.  
 
―W ellhausen and the Interpretation of Israel‘s L iterature.‖ P p. 21–36 in Julius Wellhausen and his 
Prolegomena to the History of Israel, ed. Douglas A. Knight. Semeia 25. Chico: Scholars Press, 
1982.    
 
―T he P entateuch.‖ P p. 263–96 in The Hebrew Bible and Its Modern Interpreters, ed. Douglas A. 
Knight and Gene M. Tucker. The Bible and Its Modern Interpreters, 1. Chico: Scholars Press; 
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 
 
―E ditors‘ P reface‖ (co-authored with Gene M. Tucker). Pp. xiii–xxi in The Hebrew Bible and Its 
Modern Interpreters, ed. Douglas A. Knight and Gene M. Tucker. BMI 1. Chico: Scholars Press; 
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 
 
―C osm ogony and O rder in the H ebrew  T radition.‖ P p. 133 –57 in Cosmogony and Ethical Order: New 
Studies in Comparative Ethics, ed. Robin W. Lovin and Frank E. Reynolds. Chicago and London: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1985.  
 
―E thics‖ (pp. 283–85); ―O ral M aterials, S ources and T raditions‖ (pp. 732 –33). H arper‟s B ible 
Dictionary, ed. Paul J. Achtemeier. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985. 
 
―M oral V alues and Literary Traditions: The Case of the Succession Narrative (2 Samuel 9–20; 1 Kings 
1–2).‖ P p. 7–23 in Biblical Hermeneutics in Jewish Moral Discourse, ed. Peter J. Haas. Semeia 34. 
Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1985.   
 
―T he E thics of H um an L ife in the H ebrew  B ible.‖ P p. 65–88 in Justice and the Holy: Essays in 
Honor of Walter Harrelson, ed. Douglas A. Knight and Peter J. Paris. Homage Series, 12. Atlanta: 
Scholars Press, 1989. 
 
―C osm ology‖ (pp. 175–76); ―E thics in the O ld T estam ent‖ (pp. 267–70); ―F am ily‖ (pp. 294–95); 
―G enre, O ld T estam ent‖ (pp. 322–23); ―S ources, L iterary‖ (pp. 852–53); ―T radition in the O ld 
T estam ent‖ (pp. 927–28). Mercer Dictionary of the Bible, ed. Watson E. Mills. Macon: Mercer 
University Press, 1990. 
 
―A ncient Israelite C osm ology: Im ages and E valuations.‖ P p. 29–46 in The Church and Contemporary 
Cosmology: Proceedings of a Consultation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), ed. James B. Miller 
and Kenneth E. McCall. Pittsburgh: Carnegie Mellon University, 1990. 
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―F orew ord to the R eprint E dition‖ (co-authored with Robert K. Gnuse). Pp. xxi–xxviii in Sigmund 
M ow inckel‘s T he P salm s in Israel‟s W orship . The Biblical Seminar Series, 14. Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press, 1992. 
 
―T radition H istory.‖ P p. 633–38 in Vol. 6 of Anchor Bible Dictionary, ed. David Noel Freedman. 
Garden City: Doubleday & Co., 1992. 
 
―H ebrew s‖ (pp. 273–74); ―Idols, Idolatry‖ (pp. 297–98). The Oxford Companion to the Bible, ed. 
Bruce M. Metzger and Michael D. Coogan. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993. 
 
―F orew ord.‖ P p. v–xvi in Julius W ellhausen‘s Prolegomena to the History of Israel. Scholars Press 
Reprints and Translations Series, 17. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1994. 
 
―T he S ocial B asis of M orality and R eligion in A ncient Israel.‖ P p. 151 –69 in Language, Theology, 
and the Bible: Essays in Honour of James Barr, ed. Samuel E. Balentine and John Barton. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1994. 
 
―E thics, A ncient Israel, and the H ebrew  B ible.‖ P p. 1–8 in Ethics and Politics in the Hebrew Bible. 
Semeia 66 (1994). Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995.    
 
―P olitical R ights and P ow ers in M onarchic Israel.‖ P p. 93 –117 in Ethics and Politics in the Hebrew 
Bible. Semeia 66 (1994). Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995.    
 
―D euteronom y and the D euteronom ists.‖ P p. 61–79 in Old Testament Interpretation: Past, Present, 
and Future: Essays in Honor of Gene M. Tucker, ed. James Luther Mays, David L. Petersen, and 
Kent Harold Richards. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 
 
―H errens bud— elitens interesser? Lov, makt, og rettferdighet i Det gamle testamente.‖ Norsk 
teologisk tidsskrift 97 (1996) 235–45. 
 
―H ar gam m eltestam entlig tradisjonshistorie en frem tid?‖ Tidsskrift for teologi og kirke 69 (1998) 
263–77. 
 
―Jam es B arr.‖ P p. 98–99 in Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation, vol. 1, ed. John H. Hayes. 2 vols. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999.  
 
―W hose A gony? W hose E cstasy? T he P olitics of D euteronom ic L aw .‖ P p. 97 –112 in Shall Not the 
Judge of All the Earth Do What Is Right?: Studies on the Nature of God in Tribute to James L. 
Crenshaw, ed. David Penchansky and Paul L. Redditt. Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 2000. 
 
―V illage L aw  and the B ook of the C ovenant.‖ P p. 163 –79 in “ A  W ise and D iscerning M ind” : 
Essays in Honor of Burke O. Long, ed. Saul M. Olyan and Robert C. Culley. Brown Judaic Studies, 
325. Providence: Brown University, 2000. 
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―A cadem ic F reedom  and the P light of G erm an T heological S tudies.‖ P p. 29 –35 in Faith, Truth, and 
Freedom: The Expulsion of Professor Gerd Lüdemann from the Theology Faculty at Göttingen 
University, ed. Jacob Neusner. Binghamton, New York: Global Publications, 2002. Also published in 
Religion 32 (2002) 107–12.  
 
―Joshua 22 and the Ideology of S pace.‖ P p. 51 –63 in „Im agining‟ B iblical W orlds: Studies in Spatial, 
Social, and Historical Constructs in Honor of James W. Flanagan, ed. David M. Gunn and Paula M. 
McNutt. Journal for the Study of the Old Testament, Supplement Series, 359. Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press, 2002. 
 
―T he B ook of Joshua:  Introduction, C om m entary, E xcursus.‖ P p. 303 –41 in T he N ew  Interpreter‟s 
Study Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha, ed. Walter J. Harrelson. Nashville: 
Abingdon, 2003. 
 
―F orew ord.‖ P p. ix -xi in Methods of Biblical Interpretation. (Excerpted from the Dictionary of 
Biblical Interpretation, ed. John H. Hayes.) Nashville: Abingdon, 2004. 
 
―E robring og okkupasjon: K rig ifølge Josvaboken.‖ Pp. 259–68 in Historie og Konstruktion: 
Festskrift til Niels Peter Lemche i anledning af 60 års fødselsdagen den 6. september 2005, ed. 
Mogens Müller and Thomas L. Thompson. Copenhagen: Museum Tusculanums Forlag, 
Københavns Universitet, 2005. 
 
REVIEWS 
 
Book reviews published in Hebrew Studies, Interpretation, Journal of Biblical Literature, Journal of 
the American Academy of Religion, Journal of Religion, Religious Studies Review, Theological 
Education, and Bible Review. 
 
VOLUMES SELECTED AND EDITED AS SERIES EDITOR 
 
Frank Moore Cross, Jr., and David Noel Freedman, Studies in Ancient Yahwistic Poetry. Society of 
Biblical Literature Dissertation Series, 21. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1975.  198 pages. 
 
James L. Crenshaw, Hymnic Affirmation of Divine Justice: The Doxologies of Amos and Related 
Texts in the Old Testament. SBLDS 24. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1975.  190 pages. 
 
Bruce C. Birch, The Rise of the Israelite Monarchy: The Growth and Development of 1 Samuel 7–
15. SBLDS 27. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1976.  181 pages. 
 
Alden L. Thompson, Responsibility for Evil in the Theodicy of IV Ezra: A Study Illustrating the 
Significance of Form and Structure for the Meaning of the Book. SBLDS 29. Missoula: Scholars 
Press, 1977.  410 pages. 
 
Leo G. Perdue, Wisdom and Cult: A Critical Analysis of the Views of Cult in the Wisdom Literatures 
of Israel and the Ancient Near East. SBLDS 30. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1977.  403 pages. 
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Richard S. Tomback, A Comparative Semitic Lexicon of the Phoenician and Punic Languages. 
SBLDS 32. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1978.  381 pages. 
 
Lester L. Grabbe, Comparative Philology and the Text of Job: A Study in Methodology. SBLDS 34. 
Missoula: Scholars Press, 1977.  243 pages. 
 
Frank S. Frick, The City in Ancient Israel. SBLDS 36. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1977.  296 pages. 
 
Harold R. (Chaim) Cohen, Biblical Hapax Legomena in the Light of Akkadian and Ugaritic. SBLDS 
37. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1978.  201 pages. 
 
John Bradley White, A Study of the Language of Love in the Song of Songs and Ancient Egyptian 
Poetry. SBLDS 38. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1978.  217 pages. 
 
Sandra Beth Berg, The Book of Esther: Motifs, Themes and Structure. SBLDS 44. Missoula: Scholars 
Press, 1979.  232 pages. 
 
Rifat Sonsino, Motive Clauses in Hebrew Law: Biblical Forms and Near Eastern Parallels. SBLDS 
45. Chico: Scholars Press, 1980.  355 pages. 
 
Paul D. Hanson, ed., Visionaries and their Apocalypses. Issues in Religion and Theology, 2. 
Philadelphia: Fortress Press; London: SPCK, 1983.  175 pages. 
 
James L. Crenshaw, ed., Theodicy in the Old Testament. IRT 4. Philadelphia: Fortress Press; London: 
SPCK, 1983.  175 pages. 
 
Bernhard W. Anderson, ed., Creation in the Old Testament. IRT 6. Philadelphia: Fortress Press; 
London: SPCK, 1984.  192 pages. 
 
Douglas A. Knight and Gene M. Tucker, eds., The Hebrew Bible and Its Modern Interpreters. The 
Bible and Its Modern Interpreters, 1. Chico: Scholars Press; Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.  543 
pages. 
 
Robert A. Kraft and George W. E. Nickelsburg, eds., Early Judaism and Its Modern Interpreters. 
BMI 2. Atlanta: Scholars Press; Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986.  512 pages. 
 
David L. Petersen, ed., Prophecy in Israel: Search for an Identity. IRT 10. Philadelphia: Fortress 
Press; London: SPCK, 1987.  189 pages. 
 
Eldon Jay Epp and George W. MacRae, eds., The New Testament and Its Modern Interpreters. BMI 
3. Atlanta: Scholars Press; Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989.  633 pages. 
 
Joseph Blenkinsopp, Sage, Priest, Prophet: Religious and Intellectual Leadership in Ancient Israel. 
Library of Ancient Israel, 1. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1995.  202 pages.  
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Susan Niditch, Oral World and Written Word: Ancient Israelite Literature. LAI 2. Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 1996; London: SPCK, 1997.  170 pages. 
 
Philip R. Davies, Scribes and Schools: The Canonization of the Hebrew Scriptures. LAI 3. 
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press; London: SPCK, 1998.  219 pages. 
 
Niels Peter Lemche, The Israelites in History and Tradition. LAI 4. Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox Press; London: SPCK, 1998.  255 pages. 
 
Paula M. McNutt, Reconstructing the Society of Ancient Israel. LAI 5. Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox Press; London: SPCK, 1999.  284 pages. 
 
Patrick D. Miller, The Religion of Ancient Israel. LAI 6. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press; 
London: SPCK, 2000.  355 pages. 
 
Norman K. Gottwald, The Politics of Ancient Israel. LAI 7. Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2000.  383 pages. 
 
Philip J. King and Lawrence E. Stager, Life in Biblical Israel. LAI 8. Louisville and London: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2001.  463 pages. 
 
TRANSLATIONS 
 
A lbrecht A lt, ―S olom onic W isdom .‖ P p. 102–12 in Studies in Ancient Israelite Wisdom, ed. James L. 
Crenshaw. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1976. 
 
R udolf S m end, ―T radition and H istory: A  C om plex R elation.‖ P p. 49 –68 in Tradition and Theology 
in the Old Testament, ed. Douglas A. Knight. Philadelphia: Fortress Press; London: SPCK, 1977. 
 
W alther Z im m erli, ―P rophetic P roclam ation and R einterpretation.‖ P p. 69 –100, ibid. 
 
O dil H annes S teck, ―T heological S tream s of T radition.‖ P p. 183 –214, ibid. 
 
H artm ut G ese, ―T radition and B iblical T heology.‖ P p. 301 –26, ibid. 
 
MISCELLANY 
 
―Index of S ubjects‖ (w ith F red G uttm an, Douglas Hawthorne, Bruce Naidoff, and Noel Osborn). Pp. 
114–21 in Ronald J. Williams, Hebrew Syntax: An Outline, 2d ed. Toronto and Buffalo: University of 
Toronto Press, 1976. 
 
―Israel: Im ages of an A ncient L and.‖ Vanderbilt Alumnus 68/3 (Spring 1983) 24–28.  
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Photographs of Israel and Sinai, pp. 15, 20, 83, 123, 156, 157, 261, 263, 271, and 444 in James L. 
Crenshaw, Story and Faith: A Guide to the Old Testament. New York: Macmillan Publishing 
Company; and London: Collier Macmillan Publishers, 1986. 
 
―W hither T hou G oest… : B iblical S tudies near the T urn of the M illennium .‖ The Spire 20/1 
(Summer 1998) 7–8.  
 
Photographs, pp. 136 and 137 in Philip J. King and Lawrence E. Stager, Life in Biblical Israel. LAI 8. 
Louisville and London: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001.   
 
―Intelligent D esign: U nbiblical and U nscientific.‖ Vanderbilt Magazine 87/1 (Spring 2006) 40-42. 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
Book:  Law, Power, and Justice in Ancient Israel.  [To appear in the Library of Ancient Israel series, 
Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville] 
 
Book:  Joshua. [To appear in the New Cambridge Bible Commentary series, Cambridge University 
Press] 
 
Book:  Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (co-authored with Amy-Jill Levine).  [To appear at 
HarperCollins Publishers] 
 
ACADEMIC LECTURES AND PAPERS   [Selected] 
 
―‗A nd their little ones‘ (N um bers 16:27): T houghts on V iolence in the O ld T estam ent.‖ 
Southeastern Regional Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 15 
March 1974. 
 
―T he U nderstanding of ‗S itz im  L eben‘ in F orm  C riticism .‖ A nnual M eeting of the S ociety of 
Biblical Literature, Washington, DC, 27 October 1974. 
 
―T ow ard a M ethodology of O ld T estam ent E thics: E thos, M orality, and E thics.‖ C olloquium  for O ld 
Testament Research, Harvard University, 14 August 1976. 
 
―O ld T estam ent E thics: O n R evitalizing a N eglected D iscipline.‖ U nion T heological S em inary, N ew  
York, 4 October 1977. 
 
―W ellhausen and the Interpretation of Israel‘s L iterature.‖ A nnual M eeting of the S ociety of B iblical 
Literature, New Orleans, 20 November 1978.  
 
―M eaning and M ethod in the R elationship of P ast and P resent.‖ C onference on T eaching the O ld 
Testament as Religious History, University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 10-11 October 1979. 
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―S tory as V alue L aden.‖ C onsultation on S cripture and S tory, The Iliff School of Theology, Denver, 
18 June 1980. 
 
―T radition H istory and the S tudy of M oral V alues.‖ C entennial M eeting of the S ociety of B iblical 
Literature, Dallas, 7 November 1980. 
 
―H istory of T raditions: S igm und M ow inckel‘s C ontributions to O ld T estam ent S tudies.‖ A nnual 
Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Dallas, November 1980. 
 
―E thical D im ensions of C osm ogony and O rder: A spects of the H ebrew  T radition.‖ C om parative 
Religious Ethics Symposium on Cosmogony and Order, The University of Chicago, 7 March 1981. 
 
―C osm ogony and E thical O rder in the H ebrew  T radition.‖ C onference on C osm ogony and E thical 
Order, The University of Chicago, 16 October 1982. 
 
―‗L et Justice R oll D ow n L ike W aters‘— Moral Rights and Responsibilities in the Old Testament: 
T he Individual, T he F am ily, T he S ociety.‖ 1986 L ecture S eries (3 lectures), C entral B aptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Kansas, 18-19 February 1986. 
 
―A ncient Israelite C osm ology and M odern S cientific T hought.‖ Institut zur E rforschung des 
Urchristentums, Eberhard-Karls-Universität, Tübingen, Germany, 9 September 1987. 
 
―A ncient Israelite C osm ology: Im ages and E valuations.‖ C onsultation on the C hurch and 
Contemporary Cosmology: Implications of Science for Christian Life and Thought, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) Task Force on Theology and Cosmology, Burlingame, California, 10 December 
1987. 
 
―E thics and the H ebrew  B ible.‖ A nnual M eeting of the S ociety of B iblical L iterature, K ansas C ity, 
25 November 1991. 
 
―P olitical R ights and P ow ers in M onarchic Israel.‖ International M eeting of the S ociety of B iblical 
Literature, Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität, Münster, Germany, 26 July 1993. 
 
―D o B iblical L aw s R eflect A ncient Israelite P opular V alues?‖ International M eeting of the S ociety 
of Biblical Literature, Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest, Hungary, 25 July 1995. 
 
―D om estic L iving and S ocial V alues in A ncient Israel.‖ U niversity of O slo, N orw ay, 2 N ovem ber 
1995. 
 
―H ar gam m eltestam entlig tradisjonshistorie en frem tid?‖ N orsk G am m eltestam entlig Selskap, Oslo, 
Norway, 4 November 1995. 
 
―L ov, m akt, og rettferdighet i D et gam le testam ente.‖ S chool of M ission and T heology, S tavanger, 
Norway, 6 November 1995; Norwegian Teachers Academy, Bergen, 7 November 1995; The 
Norwegian Lutheran School of Theology, Oslo, 8 November 1995. 
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―H erm ann G unkel‘s Schöpfung und Chaos (1895): R eflections on an A nniversary.‖ A nnual M eeting 
of the Society of Biblical Literature, Philadelphia, 20 November 1995. 
 
―L aw , P ow er, and Justice in A ncient Israel.‖ 1996 S pring T heolog ical Lectures Series. Three 
lectures: ―D om estic L iving and S ocial V alues in A ncient Israel‖; ―T he P olitics of L aw  and P ow er‖; 
and ―E quity, Justice, and R eform .‖ S tate U niversity of N ew  Y ork at B uffalo, B uffalo S tate 
University, Canisius College, and Daemen College, Buffalo, 11–12 February 1996. 
 
―L aw  and Justice in A ncient Israel.‖ G uest L ecture at the 1996 S pring M eeting of the A m erican B ar 
Association, Business Law Section, Nashville, 31 March 1996. 
 
―T he P ow er of L aw  and the L aw  of P ow er in A ncient Israel.‖ P residential A ddress at the 
Southeastern Regional Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature, Knoxville,  20 March 1998. 
 
―L aw s P roclaim ed, Justice A dm inistered.‖ T he E dw ard L . B eavin L ectures, K entucky W esleyan 
College, Owensboro, Kentucky, 19-20 October 1998. 
 
―V illage L aw  and P entateuchal L aw .‖ S outheastern R egional M eeting of the S ociety of B iblical 
Literature, Chapel Hill, NC, 13 March 1999. 
 
―C om m anding C onsent: E stablishing L egitim acy through L egal R hetoric.‖ A nnual M eeting of the 
Society of Biblical Literature, Denver, 18 November 2001. 
 
―D isputas: Ø ystein L und, ‗M in vei er skjult for JH W H … ‘: V eim etaforikk og veitem atikk i Jesaia 40 -
55.‖ D et teologiske M enighetsfakultet, O slo, N orw ay, 30 O ctober 2004. 
 
―C osm ology, T heology, and E thics.‖ N orsk Lærerakademi, Bergen, Norway, 1 November 2004. 
 
―E robring og okkupasjon: K rig ifølge Josvaboken.‖ Det teologiske Menighetsfakultet, Oslo, Norway, 
4 November 2004; Københavns Universitet, Copenhagen, Denmark, 9 November 2004. 
 
COURSES TAUGHT   [All at Vanderbilt University, except where noted otherwise] 
 
Abraham in History and Tradition (at the American Baptist Seminary of the West) 
Advanced Hebrew I and II 
Akkadian 
Apocalyptic (also co-taught once with Amy-Jill Levine) 
Aramaic 
The Book of Job (also at the Chinese University of Hong Kong) 
The Book of Joshua 
Deuteronomy (at Iliff School of Theology) 
The Ethics of Ancient Israel 
Exegesis of the Hebrew Bible (co-taught once with Renita Weems) 
Exegesis Seminar 
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Exercises in Biblical Exegesis (co-taught with either John Donahue or Gerd Lüdemann) 
Exilic Prophecy 
The Hebrew Bible (introduction) 
Hebrew Prophets II 
The History of Ancient Israel 
Jeremiah (also at Doshisha University, Kyoto) 
Law and Justice (at the Ecumenical Institute for Theological Research, Tantur, Jerusalem) 
Law and Justice in Ancient Israel (at Doshisha University) 
Law in Ancient Israel and the Near East 
The Literature, Religion, and Faith of Ancient Israel 
Modern Interpreters of Ancient Israel 
The Pentateuch 
Politics and the Economy of Ancient Israel 
Second Isaiah 
Senior Seminar 
The Sociology of Early Israel (also at Doshisha University) 
The Study of Religion 
The Teaching of Religion 
Themes in the Hebrew Bible 
Ugaritic 
And numerous reading courses 
 
PH.D. DISSERTATIONS DIRECTED   [Published versions have usually been revised.] 
 
Gnuse, Robert Karl. ―T he D ream  T heophany of S am uel: Its Structure in Relation to Ancient Near 
Eastern Dreams and Its Theological Significance.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1980. [Published] 
 
Staudt, Edwin E., III. ―Prayer and the People in the Deuteronomist.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 
1980. 
 
Clark, Douglas R. ―The Citations in the Book of Ezekiel: An Investigation into Method, Audience, 
and Message.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1984. 
 
Hopkins, David Charles. ―Agricultural Subsistence in the Early Iron Age Highlands of Canaan.‖ 
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 1984.  [Published] 
 
McMillion, Phillip E . ―Judges 6-8 and the Study of Premonarchical Israel.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt 
University, 1985. 
 
Barré, Lloyd M. ―The Rhetoric of Political Persuasion: An Examination of the Literary Features and 
Political Intentions of 2 Kings 9-11.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1986.  [Published] 
 
Kuemmerlin-McLean, Joanne Kay. ―Divination and Magic in the Religion of Ancient Israel: A 
Study in Perspectives and Methodology.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1986. 
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Sutherland, Ray K. ―The Political Role of the Assemblies in Ancient Israel.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt 
University, 1986. 
 
Fager, Jeffrey Alan. ―Land Tenure and the Biblical Jubilee: A Moral World View.‖ Ph.D., 
Vanderbilt University, 1987.  [Published] 
 
Matties, Gordon H enry. ―Ezekiel 18 and the Rhetoric of Moral Discourse in the Book of Ezekiel.‖ 
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 1989.  [Published] 
 
McNutt, Paula M. ―The Symbolism of Ironworking in Ancient Israel.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 
1989.  [Published] 
 
Anderson, Jeffrey Scott. ―The Nature and Function of Curses in the Narrative Literature of the 
Hebrew Bible.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1992. 
 
Echigoya, Akira. ―D eutero-Isaiah‘s Polemics as Communicative Discourse: The Intended Audiences 
of the Trial and Disputation Speeches.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1994. 
 
McLean, Richard Williams. ―‘These Are the Words‘: Speeches in the Deuteronomistic History.‖ 
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 1994. 
 
Stone, Kenneth A. ―Sex, Honor and Power in the Deuteronomistic History: A Narratological and 
Anthropological Analysis.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1995.  [Published] 
 
Green, Timothy Mark. ―Class Differentiation and Power(lessness) in Eighth-Century BCE Israel and 
Judah.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1997.  [In press] 
 
Fisher, Eli. ―Violence, Tradition, and Ideology: A Study of the Hebrew Terms , , and ׁש .‖ 
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 1998.  
 
Bennett, Harold V. ―Social Injustice and Biblical Law: The Case of Widows, Strangers, and 
Orphans in the Deuteronomic Code.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1999.  [Published] 
 
Brawley, Anna P. ―Translating the Unknown: The Case for Emending Semantically Disputed Forms 
in the Hebrew Bible.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 1999. 
 
Cushman, Beverly White. ―Text and Architecture: The Deuteronomistic Theology of Space of the 
‗Solomonic Temple.‘‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt University, 1999. 
 
Poé, Apelu. ―T he B ook of O badiah: A Study of Its Literary Artistry and Its Theological Message.‖ 
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 1999. 
 
Anderson, Cheryl B. ―W om en, Ideology, and V iolence: Critical Theory and the Construction of 
Gender in the Book of the Covenant and the Deuteronomic Law.‖ Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 
2000.  [Published] 
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Bidmead, Julye. ―The A kītu  Festival:  Religious Continuity and Royal Legitimation in 
Mesopotamia.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt U niversity, 2002.  [Published] 
 
Hunt, Alice Wells. ―T he Z adokites: Finding Their Place in the Hebrew Bible.‖ P h.D ., V anderbilt 
University, 2003.  [Published] 
 
Banks, Diane Nunn. ―Writing the History of Israel.‖ Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 2004.  
[Published] 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE (selected) 
  
Vanderbilt University 
 Department of Classical Studies Evaluation Committee, member, 1977–78 
 Faculty Senate, member, 1977–80, 1989–92, 1998–2000 
  Nominating Committee, Chair, 1989–90 
  Committee on Professional Ethics and Academic Freedom, Chair, 1989–90; member, 

1999–2000 
  Committee on Academic Policies and Services, Chair, 1991–92 
 Animal Care Committee, member, 1982–85 
 Holocaust Lectures Committee, Co-chair, 1989–91 
 United Way Committee, member, 1989–92 
 University Promotion and Tenure Review Committee, member, 1994–96 
 Graduate Faculty Council, member, 1999–2004; Executive Committee, 1999–2004 
 Committee to Review the Graduate School, member, 2001 
 Intercollegiate Athletics Committee, member, 1999–2002 
 Center for the Study of Religion and Culture, Director, 2003–present  
 Advisory Council for International Affairs, member, 2005–present  
Vanderbilt Divinity School and Graduate Department of Religion 

Director of Hebrew Bible Area Studies and member of Graduate Policy and Admissions 
Committee, 1977–81, 1984–87, 1988–93, 1994–95, 1996–97, 2004–06 

 Personnel and Policy Committee, member, 1977–79, 1986–87, 1991–93, 1997–2000, 2004–
07; ex officio, 1999–2004; Chair, 1997–98, 2004–05, 2005–06  

 Vanderbilt Women in Religion, Faculty Adviser, 1979–80 
 Community Life and Public Events Committee, Chair, 1984–86, 1988–89 
 Search Committee for Appointment in New Testament, Chair, 1978–79  
 Search Committee for Appointment in New Testament, Chair, 1983–84 
 Search Committee for Appointment in Ethics or American Religious History, Chair, 1985–

86 
 Search Committee for Appointment in Hebrew Bible, member, 1986–87, 1998–99, 2005–06  
 Search Committee for Appointment in Homiletics/Liturgics, Chair, 1991–92 
 Search Committee for Appointment in Theology, Chair, 1996 
 Search Committee for Divinity School Dean, member, 1999-2000 
 Chair, Graduate Department of Religion, 1999–2004 
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PERSONAL 
 
Born 1 May 1943 in Cortland, New York 
Married to Catherine Whitehead Snow, 29 February 1984 
Daughter, Lisa Irene Knight, born 9 May 1968 
Son, Jonathan Whitehead Snow, born 5 June 1974 
Residence: 1100 Clifton Lane, Nashville, TN 37204-3230 
Mailing address: Vanderbilt Divinity School, 411 21st Avenue South, Nashville, TN 37240 
Telephone:  Office: 615/343-5008; fax 615/343-5449.  Home: 615/292-6078; fax 615-463-3759 
Additional address:  Center for the Study of Religion and Culture, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
TN 37240.  Telephone - 615/322-8910.  Fax - 615/322-8919 
E-mail:  dak@vanderbilt.edu 
Website:  http://people.vanderbilt.edu/~douglas.a.knight 
 
 
Updated:  2 January 2007  
 

mailto:dak@vanderbilt.edu
http://people.vanderbilt.edu/~douglas.a.knight

