GRADUATE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS   SPRING 2008

SPAN 342 Spanish American and Brazilian Literature II (cross-listed with Port 342, see below)

SPAN 345: Seminar: Prose of the Golden Age

Topic: “The Picaresque and the Exemplary Novel”

R 3:10-5:30 Furman 007
Edward Friedman (Edward.H.Friedman@vanderbilt.edu)

The seminar will focus on Spanish picaresque narrative and on the exemplary novels (novellas) of Miguel de Cervantes and María de Zayas, in terms of their literary, cultural, and socio-historical contexts. We will consider the role of these texts in the development of the novel within Spain and Europe, and we will discuss the impact of narrative theory of recent decades on the study of the novel. 

Readings:

Lazarillo de Tormes
Francisco de Quevedo, La vida del buscón

Alonso Jerónimo de Salas Barbadillo, La hija de Celestina

Miguel de Cervantes, La fuerza de la sangre, La española inglesa, La gitanilla, El celoso 


extremeño, Rinconete y Cortadillo, El amante liberal
María de Zayas, La inocencia castigada, Estragos que causa el vicio, El traidor contra


 su sangre, Mal presagio casar lejos, El jardín engañoso

Evaluation: There will be a reading assignment and a writing exercise (2-3 pages) for each class. Students will be expected to attend all class sessions and to participate in the discussion. The final grade will be based on classwork/written exercises (70%) and a final paper (12-15 pages) on a picaresque or “exemplary” narrative. The course will be given in Spanish; the seminar paper may be written in Spanish or English. 
SPAN 361 Seminar: Studies in 18th and 19th-Century Spanish Literature
T 3:10 5:30 Furman 202 (Tentative room assignment)

Andrés Zamora (Andres.Zamora@vanderbilt.edu)
This semester the seminar will explore two intimately interrelated topics: the ideological wars fought in the literary battlefield throughout the two centuries, and the attempt, or failure, by the texts in that literary tradition to construct the nation.   We will start by reading some theoretical and historical works on nation building and Spanish nationalism by Benedict Anderson and José Alvarez Junco.  Our primary texts will cover both centuries and a wide variety of genres: plays, essays, literary letters, newspaper articles, poetry, novels, etc.  The tentative list of authors includes José Cadalso, Vicente García de la Huerta, Juan Pablo Forner, José María Blanco White, Mariano José de Larra, José de Espronceda, el duque de Rivas, Zorrilla, José María de Pereda, Benito Pérez Galdós, Emilia Pardo Bazán y el padre Luis Coloma.  The final grade will be based on class discussions, short reaction papers and a final research paper.
SPAN 372 Seminar: 20th Century Spanish Literature. Topic: From ’98 to the Spanish Civil War

F 1:10-3:30 Furman 319 (Tentative room assignment)
Christina Karageorgou-Bastea (Christina.Karageorgou@vanderbilt.edu)

Este curso tiene dos polos de interés: Ramón María del Valle-Inclán y Federico García Lorca. de la mano de estas dos figuras capitales, nos adentraremos en los primeros años del siglo xx español, en los tiempos de Ortega y Gasset, Menéndez Pidal, la Residencia de Estudiantes, Picasso, Primo de Rivera, los grupos anarquistas, el gongorismo, la tradición popular, la post-vanguardia. 1898 es el año en que España se encoge definitivamente en sus límites peninsulares, nace Lorca. 1936 es el año en que España se hunde en su territorio; mueren Lorca, Unamuno, Valle-Inclán, y miles más de personas. En estos 38 años, la literatura peninsular abre su camino desde la depresión decimonónica a su Edad de Plata, ofrece las creaciones culturales del cubismo, el esperpento, y la constitución republicana más liberal del mundo occidental. Valle y Lorca serán los ejes personales de nuestra indagación estética y cultural, y el teatro el género por excelencia, aunque excursiones breves se harán a otros escritores y géneros: al ensayo (La deshumanización del arte, de Ortega y Gasset); la novela (Camino de perfección, de Pío Baroja); la poesía (El Cristo de Velásquez, de Unamuno), la autobiografía literaria (Historial de un libro, de Luis Cernuda). En cuanto a Valle-Inclán, nos enfocaremos en el esperpento: Luces de bohemia, Divinas palabras, Martes de carnaval, Tirano Banderas. De Lorca leeremos y analizaremos Poema del cante jondo, Amor de don Perlimplín con Belisa en su jardín, Poeta en Nueva York, Viaje a la luna, Bodas de sangre. Los requisitos de este curso son reportes de lectura semanales, una presentación y un ensayo final.
SPAN 389 Seminar: Special Topics: Self-Writing 

W 3:10-5:30 Furman 325
Benigno Trigo (Benigno.Trigo@vanderbilt.edu)
In this course, we will trace a history of self-writing in the Americas beginning with representative works from the mid-nineteenth century.  We will study a number of topics raised by this two-hundred year old practice of what is a much older tradition of auto-biographical writing.  Among the topics we will discuss are the construction of the national subject, of the masculine and the feminine subject, of the modern experimental subject, and of the othered or subaltern subject.  We will engage  questions regarding the nationalist function of autobiography, the traps and promises of testimonial writing, the rhetorical nature of self-writing, the aporias of the Romantic autobiographical subject, the effect of the body on self-writing, and the possibility of writing identity as a transgression and even a separation from familiar cultural values and from the mother tongue.  We will study examples of this genre from writers such as Domingo F. Sarmiento, Teresa de la Parra, Francisco Manzano, José A. Silva, Clarice Lispector, Elena Poniatowska, Rigoberta Menchú, Rosario Ferré, Felisberto Hernández and Esmeralda Santiago.

Required texts:

Domingo F. Sarmiento.  Recuerdos de provincia
Teresa de la Parra. Memorias de Mamá Blanca
Francisco Manzano. Autobiografía de un esclavo
José Asunción Silva.  De Sobremesa

Clarice Lispector. Agua viva
Elena Poniatowska.  Hasta no verte Jesús mío
Rigoberta Menchú.  Me llamo Rigoberta Menchú y así me nació la conciencia

Reinaldo Arenas.  Antes de que anochezca
Felisberto Hernández. Tierras de la memoria
Esmeralda Santiago.  When I Was Puerto Rican
Rosario Ferré.  Memorias de Ponce
Grading System:

Class Presentation

Students will be responsible for a class presentation of ten minutes.  A transcription or a written version of the presentation will be handed in for evaluation.  The date for the class presentation will be chosen during the first week of class.  The topic for the presentation will be determined in consultation with the professor.  Possible topics for the class presentation include readings or interpretations of the work read for that week, of another work by the same author discussed for that week, summary and analysis of theoretical essays on the topic of self-writing, autobiography, memoir, or testimony discussed in the class or of particular interest to the student.

Final Essay (2 parts)

A one-page abstract describing the topic of the final essay and a preliminary bibliography will be due on March 19.  The final essay should be between 15 and 20 pages long, double spaced and typewritten.  The final essay is due at noon (12PM) in my office on 

April 25.  The topic for the final essay should be determined in consultation with me.

30%  Class Presentation

15%  Abstract and preliminary bibliography.

55%  Final Essay.
Please note:

I will make myself available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that students with a disability may require.  Before course accommodations are made, students may be required to provide documentation to the Office of the Dean of Students.

PORT 200 Intermediate Portuguese 
TR 11:00-12:15  Buttrick 302
Silvana Hooper (Silvana.S.Hooper@vanderbilt.edu)

Intermediate Portuguese 200 is an offering course for students who have

taken Portuguese 102 (or have acquired Portuguese background elsewhere)

and wish to continue studying the language.  The course is designed to

offer a review of grammar through the use of music and other cultural

elements (film, television programs, web resources, etc).
PORT 205 Introduction to Luso-Brazilian Literature

TR 11:00-12:15 Buttrick 202
Emanuelle Oliveira (Emanuelle.Oliveira@vanderbilt.edu)

Portuguese 205 is an introduction to Luso-Brazilian literature through the reading and analysis of literary texts and other cultural productions (such as films and music). The classes will be conducted entirely in Portuguese. Students should have taken Portuguese 200 or acquired background in the language elsewhere (please see instructor if you are not certain about your language proficiency).

PORT 233 Modern Brazilian Literature

TR 9:35-10:50 Furman 302

Earl Fitz (Earl.E.Fitz@vanderbilt.edu)
The development of Brazilian literature from the Semana de Arte Moderno to the present. Emphasis on the modernist and postmodernist movements.

PORT 342 Spanish American and Brazilian Literature II (cross-listed with Span 342)
TR 11:00-12:15 Furman 302

Earl E. Fitz (Earl.E.Fitz@vanderbilt.edu)  
This course, which is taught in Portuguese, will read texts in both Spanish and Portuguese. The idea is to compare and contrast the growth and development of Latin American literature (understood as comprising both Spanish American and Brazilian literature) in the twentieth century. We will be reading such texts as Machado de Assis' Dom Casmurro, Euclides da Cunha's Os Sertões, Vargas Llosa's La guerra del fin del mundo, Borges' Ficciones, and Lispector's Perto do Coração Selvagem, among others. A significant part of the course will be comparative literary history, with interruptions to read and compare representative texts from each major period of development.

SPAN/PORT 399 PhD Dissertation Research (0-13 credit hours)
