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Irresponsible cuts to research will curtail innovation
 Comments

A A

With the election behind us, now comes the time for our legislators
to roll up their sleeves, put differences aside and make prudent
decisions to address our growing national debt and the impending
across-the-board budget cuts set to take place in January.

We share a deep concern about the long-term fiscal outlook for our
country, are troubled at the slow recovery from the Great
Recession and are determined to do our part to bring our country
back to a level of ideal economic growth and global
competitiveness. However, we know from our own experiences that
indiscriminate, across-the-board cuts are not fiscally responsible
and will hinder long-term economic growth, security and prosperity.

As educators, employers, healers and innovators, we urge our
congressional delegation to identify a
responsible, balanced alternative to the $110
billion in budget cuts scheduled to occur in
January. We understand what it means to
make difficult decisions. We know that such
decisions do not please everyone. But we
also know that as leaders it is incumbent on
us to make the difficult decisions that
ultimately are the best way forward for our
country.

Collectively, we represent 38,600
employees, 62,359 students, $740 million in
federal research funding and hundreds of
millions of dollars in Medicare and Medicaid
reimbursements. We understand the gravity
of the current fiscal situation. We also
understand that our institutions represent
what is best about Tennessee and the
United States.

Our scientists and engineers are making
discoveries today that will lead to
unimaginable technological breakthroughs
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tomorrow in medicine, energy and
technology. Without long-term sustained
federal investments in science and
engineering research, these discoveries
simply will not be made; private industry is a
great partner but not a substitute for federal
investments. Economists estimate that at
least 50 percent of economic growth since
World War II has come from innovation tied
to scientific research, of which more than
half was derived from government-
sponsored research.

We provide care for the sickest patients in
our state and our region through our trauma
centers, burn units and neonatal intensive
care units — facilities that often exist only at
academic medical centers. Without federal

support for teaching hospitals, Tennesseans would be denied this
level of care and we would be unable to train future generations of
doctors, nurses and other health care professionals.

We know the situation is grave. We are prepared to share in the
pain that is inevitable as our nation restores fiscal order and
responsibility. But we implore our federal representatives to make
fiscally sound and balanced decisions in a timely way so that we
can adjust and budget accordingly. The uncertainty over what could
happen early next year could place our programs and facilities at
an undue risk of financial failure.

We respect the challenge ahead and stand ready to help. It is our
hope that our leaders will craft a balanced, responsible solution that
provides the foundation for a stronger economy, a rebirth of
innovation and a more globally competitive nation. With that
foundation, and as was true in 1776, our nation’s best years are
ahead of us.

Nicholas S. Zeppos is chancellor of Vanderbilt University. Dr.
Joe DiPietro is president of the University of Tennessee
system.

View Comments  |  Share your thoughts »

Nicholas S. Zeppos

ZOOM

http://www.tennessean.com/comments/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/Irresponsible-cuts-research-will-curtail-innovation
http://www.tennessean.com/comments/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/Irresponsible-cuts-research-will-curtail-innovation
http://www.tennessean.com/comments/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/Irresponsible-cuts-research-will-curtail-innovation
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);


Irresponsible cuts to research will curtail innovation | The Tennessean | tennessean.com

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/[11/29/2012 4:17:35 PM]

ARCHIVES
View the last seven days

Yesterday, Nov. 28
Tuesday, Nov. 27
Monday, Nov. 26
Sunday, Nov. 25
Saturday, Nov. 24
Friday, Nov. 23
Thursday, Nov. 22
See our paid archives for
news older than a week.

EVENT CALENDAR

 

DATA 

Today's Traffic Incidents
Crime Map
Property Transfers
More data

General Jackson Evening…
Thursday, Nov 29, 6:15 pm
General Jackson Showboat, Nashville

Brian Alfred: It's Already…
Friday, Nov 30, 10:00 am
Frist Center for the Visual Arts, Nashville

Music at the Frist
Friday, Nov 30, 6:00 pm
Frist Center for the Visual Arts, Nashville

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map  |  Back to Top  

NEWS

Crime & Courts

Government & Politics

Politics Blog

Local Data

Faith & Values

Education

State News

Nation & World

Special Reports

Today's Traffic

COMMUNITIES

Wilson

Dickson

Sumner

Williamson

Robertson

Rutherford

Ashland City

Davidson

ENTERTAINMENT

Event Calendar

SPORTS

Titans

Predators

UT

Vanderbilt

MTSU

Colleges

High Schools

Motorsports

OPINION

Editorials

BUSINESS

Auto Industry

Music Industry

Real Estate

Health Care

Stocks

Technology

LIFE

Ms. Cheap

Family

Shopping Diva

HELP

Customer Services

Feedback

Staff Directory

Place an Ad

Submit a Letter

Work for us

Archives

Buy a photo

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts

http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121128
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121128
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121127
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121127
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121126
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121126
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121125
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121125
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121124
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121124
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121123
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121123
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121122
http://www.tennessean.com/section/7daysarchives&archivedate=20121122
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/tennessean/advancedsearch.html
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/traffic
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/crime-watch
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/property-transfers
http://www.tennessean.com/section/database
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/270991047-general-jackson-evening-cruise-heart-of-tennessee-a-musical-journey
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/277994407-brian-alfred-its-already-the-end-of-the-world
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/278739427-music-at-the-frist
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/270991047-general-jackson-evening-cruise-heart-of-tennessee-a-musical-journey
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/270991047-general-jackson-evening-cruise-heart-of-tennessee-a-musical-journey
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/270991047-general-jackson-evening-cruise-heart-of-tennessee-a-musical-journey
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/venues/show/541152-general-jackson-showboat
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/277994407-brian-alfred-its-already-the-end-of-the-world
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/277994407-brian-alfred-its-already-the-end-of-the-world
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/venues/show/35739-frist-center-for-the-visual-arts
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/278739427-music-at-the-frist
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/events/show/278739427-music-at-the-frist
http://events.tennessean.com/nashville_tn/venues/show/35739-frist-center-for-the-visual-arts
http://www.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/sitemaphtml
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS02
http://blogs.tennessean.com/politics
http://data3.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS06
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS21
http://www.tennessean.com/section/NEWS08
http://www.tennessean.com/section/PROJECTS27
http://services.tennessean.com/services.aspx/traffic
http://www.tennessean.com/section/COUNTY
http://www.tennessean.com/section/WILSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/DICKSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SUMNER
http://www.tennessean.com/section/WILLIAMSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ROBERTSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/RUTHERFORD
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ASHLANDCITY
http://www.tennessean.com/section/DAVIDSON
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT
http://events.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS01
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS02
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS0601
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS0602
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS0603
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS06
http://www.usatodayhss.com/nashville/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SPORTS09
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION01
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS06
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS02
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS05
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS12
http://www.tennessean.com/section/BUSINESS04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/LIFE
http://blogs.tennessean.com/cheap
http://www.tennessean.com/family
http://blogs.tennessean.com/shopping
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SERVICES
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SERVICES
http://blogs.tennessean.com/online/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/services01
http://www.tnmediasolutions.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION9999
http://www.tnmediasolutions.com/hr
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/tennessean/advancedsearch.html
http://tennessean.mycapture.com/mycapture/photoRequestForm.asp
http://twitter.com/tennessean
http://www.facebook.com/tennessean
http://m.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/digital
http://www.tennessean.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.tennessean.com/sms
http://twitter.com/tennessean
http://www.facebook.com/tennessean
http://m.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/digital
http://www.tennessean.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.tennessean.com/sms


Irresponsible cuts to research will curtail innovation | The Tennessean | tennessean.com

http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/[11/29/2012 4:17:35 PM]

OBITUARIES

Search Obituaries

Music

Restaurants & Dining

Metromix

Arts & Culture

Crossword

Sudoku

Letters to the Editor

Tennessee Voices

Teachable Moments

Live Chats

Nashville Bloggers

Brainstorm Nashville

Society

Nashville Lifestyles

Travel

Home & Garden

Health & Fitness

Food & Wine

Portfolio

       

News  |  Jobs  |  Cars for Sale  |  Homes for Sale  |  Apartments for Rent  |  Real Estate  |  Shopping

Copyright © 2012 www.tennessean.com. All rights reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tennessean/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tennessean/
http://blogs.tennessean.com/tunein
http://www.tennessean.com/section/life02
http://nashville.metromix.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT05
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT11
http://www.tennessean.com/section/ENTERTAINMENT15
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION02
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/OPINION04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/live
http://blogs.tennessean.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/brainstormnashville
http://www.tennessean.com/section/SOCIETY
http://www.nashvillelifestyles.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/TRAVEL
http://www.tennessean.com/section/LIFE04
http://www.tennessean.com/section/LIFE03
http://www.tennessean.com/section/life02
http://www.tennessean.com/portfolio
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/cars
http://www.tennessean.com/cars
http://www.tennessean.com/homes
http://www.tennessean.com/homes
http://www.tennessean.com/apartments
http://www.tennessean.com/apartments
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/tennessean/storehome.aspx
http://www.shoplocal.com/tennessean/storehome.aspx
http://tennessean.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder
http://tennessean.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder
http://gannett.eharmony.com/dating&cid=1062&aid=3310&cmdregistration-profile-opt
http://gannett.eharmony.com/dating&cid=1062&aid=3310&cmdregistration-profile-opt
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://tennessean.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder
http://www.tennessean.com/cars
http://www.tennessean.com/homes
http://www.tennessean.com/apartments
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/tennessean/storehome.aspx
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.tennessean.com/section/terms
http://www.tennessean.com/section/privacy
http://www.tennessean.com/section/privacy#adchoices

	tennessean.com
	Irresponsible cuts to research will curtail innovation | The Tennessean | tennessean.com


	9zb2NpYWxfY29udGV4dD1mYWxzZQA=: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	Rfc29jaWFsX2NvbnRleHQ9ZmFsc2UA: 
	form0: 
	lsd: AVpASc4G
	href: http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/
	action: recommend
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/
	ref: artsharetop
	button0: 
	lsd_(1): AVpASc4G
	href_(1): http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/
	action_(1): recommend
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.tennessean.com/article/20121128/OPINION03/311280105/
	ref_(1): artsharetop


	9QSU5JT04wMy8zMTEyODAxMDUvAA==: 
	form3: 
	button3: 
	input1: 
	swhat: 
	input3: 




