
THE ROBERT PENN WARREN CENTER  
FOR THE HUMANITIES
In 1989, the Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities was 
awarded a $480,000 challenge grant from the NEH to assist in 
establishing a permanent endowment for the program. The grant 
had to be matched 4:1 with funds from the private sector, which 
helped to leverage an additional $1.9 million. This award signifies 
the nationally recognized achievements of the center and helps to 
ensure its long-term future. The center facilitates interdisciplinary 
research in the humanities and social sciences. 

The Robert Penn Warren Center hosts annual faculty fellows, 
including one visiting faculty member from outside the university. 
It also has an annual graduate fellowship program. The fellowship 
program requires fellows to present their research at a graduate 
student lecture series. The center often collaborates with its part-
ners from across the campus and the city of Nashville to provide 
opportunities for humanistic excellence. Its semiannual newsletter, 
Letters, highlights the major accomplishments of the center’s fac-
ulty and students. 

The Robert Penn Warren Center celebrated its 25th anniversary in 
September 2013. The event included remarks by Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Science Carolyn Dever and the premiere of Speak-
ing for the Humanities, a documentary highlighting the history of 
the Warren Center and the significance of the humanities in soci-
ety and at Vanderbilt. The documentary includes interviews with 

members of Congress and footage from the National Humanities 
Alliance Capitol Hill advocacy day.

MEDICINE HEALTH AND SOCIETY
The history of the Center for Medicine, Health, and Society (MHS) 
and the major of the same name is rooted in the Robert Penn Warren 
Center for the Humanities. The interdisciplinary major, now one of 
the most popular in the College of Arts and Science, evolved from a 
fellowship program at the Warren Center in 2003–2004. The MHS 
major combines faculty and students from medicine, public health, 
the humanities, and the social sciences to foster productive dialogue 
across disciplinary boundaries. Starting in 2013, MHS now offers a 
4+1 bachelor/master of arts degree program in the social founda-
tions of health.

DIGITIZING BROADCAST HISTORY
The Vanderbilt University Television News Archive is the world’s 
most extensive and complete collection of television news. It has 
been recording, preserving, and providing access to television news 
broadcasts of national networks since August 5, 1968. NEH fund-
ing is currently being used to digitize the entire one-of-a-kind col-
lection, thus increasing its accessibility and usefulness in a modern 
setting. In January 2013, the Television News Archive was awarded 
the Governor’s Award for Lifetime Achievement from the Midsouth 
Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences,  
the academy’s highest honor. 

XQUERY SUMMER INSTITUTE
 In 2013, Cliff Anderson, director of scholarly communications at Van-
derbilt University’s Jean and Alexander Heard Library, was awarded a 
$72,760 grant from the NEH to support a two-week summer institute. 
The institute will teach people how to analyze digital documents (e.g., 
monographs, journal articles, library cataloging records, etc.) using a 
programming language called XQuery. By the conclusion of the insti-
tute, participants will be able to ask questions of thousands of doc-
uments at once and receive answers within seconds. The institute is 
expected to teach participants to work more effectively with their doc-
uments and to seek information previously hidden across hundreds of 
thousands of pages of text.  

$1.9 million 
Leveraged by NEH grant

$545,000
NEH funding given to Tennessee  
$72,800
NEH funding at Vanderbilt  
$480,000
NEH challenge grant awarded in 1989 
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