
vANDERBTLT i%tri u N rv E RS rrY
1 -'- t

Office of the Chancellor

January 6,2011

The Honorable Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
455 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Alexander:

While many other issues consumed the headlines during the "lame duck" session last month, I was
thrilled to follow the final steps of the reauthorization of the America COMPETES Act, and it is with great
respect that I write to commend you fbr your role in that effort. I know I speak for my colleagues at colleges and
universities across the state ofTennessee in expressing deepest gratitude to you, and your staff, for your
steadfast leadership and commitment to seeing this through.

In an era of heightened partisanship, it is truly refreshing to see two of Tennessee's most well-respected
lawmakers take the leading roles in passing the reauthorization of the COMPETES Act - legislation that
reaffirms Congress' belief that the federal government must continue to invest in science and engineering
research and education.

When the Senate passed the original America COMPETES Act, I understand that Chairman Gordon
said that he would nominate you for the Nobel Peace Prize for getting all 100 Senators to agree to the
legislation. To accomplish that once is a testament to your skills as a legislator; to accomplish it twice,
particularly given the current fiscal climate, is truly remarkable and deserving of specialrecognition. As you and
I both know, leaders are only as good as the people who surround them. I know that your staff went to
extraordinary lengths to secure the unanimous consent agreement that led to Senate passage of the
reauthorization, and I express my thanks to them as well.

As the I l2th Congress begins, Americans know that we are facing a difficult challenge in sustaining
steady federal investments in science and engineering research and education. The Vanderbilt community is
tremendously grateful that your voice will continue to be heard in that debate. The reauthorization of
COMPETES will serve as a bipartisan reminder that Congress has repeatedly recognized the importance of
these investments to the economic and national security of our country.

Again, please accept my personal thanks for your work on behalf of the COMPETES Act over the
years. I stand ready to welcome you back to your alma mater as your schedule allows. It would be an honor to
sltow the impact of the COMPETES investments on Vanderbilt's campus and within the community.

Sincerely,

Nicholas S. Zeppos
Chancellor
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