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March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
455 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Alexander, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 
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March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Bob Corker 
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Corker, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations  
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March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Phil Roe 
407 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Roe, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    
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March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Jimmy Duncan 
2207 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Duncan, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    
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                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Chuck Fleischmann 
230 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Fleischmann, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Scott DesJarlais 
413 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative DesJarlais, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Jim Cooper 
1536 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cooper, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Diane Black 
1531 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Black, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Marsha Blackburn 
217 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Blackburn, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Stephen Fincher 
1118 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Fincher, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 



 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 19, 2014 
 
The Honorable Steve Cohen 
2404 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cohen, 
 

As Congress begins the FY 15 appropriations process, we hope that you will be able to build on 
the bipartisan budget agreement reached in December and prioritize our limited discretionary resources 
on programs that have a significant return on investment such as research and education. We are 
grateful for the advances made in the FY 14 Omnibus Appropriations bill with respect to starting to 
restore funding for these programs and look forward to continuing that trajectory in FY 15. We firmly 
believe that among our country’s highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including 
the student aid that makes it possible for millions of Americans to attend college, and scientific research, 
which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge and are the foundation of new 
and growing sectors of our economy.   
 

Continuation of the harmful cuts imposed by sequestration is not the answer to our nation’s 
long-term fiscal problems; we must address the deficit through comprehensive measures rather than 
further cuts to domestic discretionary spending. Sequestration is a blunt tool that has forced deep 
reductions to critical investments resulting in lost opportunities for scientific breakthroughs and 
substantially harming our nation’s economy and long-term competitiveness. Instead of further 
draconian cuts, we must take steps to close our growing innovation deficit – the widening gap between 
needed and actual federal investments in research and higher education.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal 
support Vanderbilt researchers are developing technologies to improve surgical tools, creating a system 
that turns soldiers’ helmets into “smart nodes,” building a durable, low-cost battery that can store 
power for future use, and discovering new drugs that could address our most serious health issues. The 
long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and future generations of researchers, 
but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not compromise our 
future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate, compete and 
advance globally.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic 
community work together to ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, an essential 
part of this effort, coupled with Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment that all undergraduate 
aid packages include no need-based loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability 
to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are 
evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class education and the means to succeed in 
their chosen career paths. We want to work with you and your colleagues on a long-term strategy to 
ensure a robust and viable federal student aid program for both undergraduate and graduate students.  
 



We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a responsibility to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely. Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both 
undergraduate and graduate students and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent and powerful 
use of federal dollars and hope that you can ensure that these commitments are continued.  
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 
 


