
 
Office of Federal Relations    

  

750 First Street, N.E.                                                
                   Suite 1110 tel 202.216.4361 
                   Washington, DC 20002 fax 202.216.9124 

March 16, 2012 
 
The Honorable Jim Cooper 
1536 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cooper, 
 

In this era of fiscal austerity, our nation must make difficult decisions to address the nation’s growing debt. We 
need to identify national priorities and focus our limited discretionary resources on programs that have a significant return 
on investment to ensure that our country emerges from this challenging time stronger and more competitive. Among the 
highest priorities should be sustained support for education, including the student aid that makes it possible for millions of 
Americans to attend college, and scientific research, which leads to the innovations and discoveries that expand knowledge 
and are the foundation of new industries and businesses.   
 

Congress and the Administration should act this year to prevent budget sequestration in 2013, as mandated by the 
Budget Control Act. Sequestration would force deep spending reductions across most federal programs, including critical 
investments in research and education, and risk undermining our nation’s human capital, infrastructure, scientific and 
technological needs. Domestic discretionary spending is not the primary cause of our rising debt. The Budget Control Act 
has already significantly cut and then capped current and future funding levels for domestic discretionary programs.  
 

More than half of U.S. economic growth since World War II can be traced to science-driven technological 
innovation funded by the federal government and conducted at universities. For example, with federal support Vanderbilt 
researchers developed a highly successful reading intervention program; designed a reusable crash cylinder that can survive 
multiple collisions; pioneered fetal surgery to correct birth defects in utero; established new techniques for culturing viruses 
that led to the development of vaccines to protect against viral diseases; and developed a research-based evaluation tool 
that measures the effectiveness of school leaders. The long-term challenges we face today will be addressed by current and 
future generations of discoveries, but only if we continue to prioritize scientific and medical research. We should not 
compromise our future by cutting spending in areas that are critical to our nation’s ability to innovate and compete.   
 

We also believe that it is important that the federal government, states and academic community work together to 
ensure that college remains affordable. Federal student aid, which is an essential part of this effort, coupled with 
Vanderbilt’s significant institutional commitment to ensure that all undergraduate aid packages include no need-based 
loans, ensure that we attract all capable minds, regardless of ability to pay. Our high graduation rates, lower than average 
debt levels and exceptionally low default rates are evidence that our graduates leave Vanderbilt with a world-class 
education and the means to succeed in their chosen career paths. 
 

We recognize that you have many competing priorities as well as a desire to spend taxpayer dollars judiciously. 
Vanderbilt depends on federal funding in our efforts to educate both undergraduate and graduate students to become 
leaders in our communities, our country and the world and to continue the cutting-edge research that improves our lives 
and those of future generations. We firmly believe that these investments are a prudent use of federal dollars and hope 
that you can ensure that these commitments are fulfilled.   
 

Thank you for your support of Vanderbilt University and its programmatic priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Christina D. West 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Federal Relations 
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COMMERCE-JUSTICE-SCIENCE 
National Science Foundation 
Background 
Vanderbilt strongly supports keeping the National Science Foundation (NSF) on a sustained path of 
federal funding, as laid out in the bipartisan authorization of the America COMPETES Act, enacted in 
2007 and reauthorized in 2010. We support funding levels of $7.37 billion for NSF in FY 13, the amount 
requested by the Administration.  The FY 13 request articulates the strong commitment to the nation’s 
science and innovation enterprise and STEM education programs that is necessary to foster continued 
American innovation and competitiveness; it further ensures continued funding for core NSF scientific 
research and education programs. 
 
NSF is the cornerstone of America’s basic research enterprise and is committed to the fundamental, 
interdisciplinary, high-risk and transformative research and education needed to ensure the U.S. 
remains competitive in the decades ahead. The Foundation supports research and education at 
universities like Vanderbilt through research and education grants, as well as grants for scientific 
equipment and infrastructure and support for graduate students and early career faculty. NSF’s 
investment in its core mission of scientific research and education as well as its investment in emerging 
fields will ensure that the nation continues to develop new ways of thinking and can derive novel 
solutions to the challenges of the future. 
 
NSF at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt received over $19 million from NSF in FY 11 including $8.7 million at the School of 
Engineering, $6.2 million at the College of Arts & Science, $2.1 million at the Peabody College of 
Education and Human Development and just over $1 million at the School of Medicine. Examples of NSF 
funding at Vanderbilt include: 
• Early career faculty at Vanderbilt have been awarded over 15 CAREER awards in recent years. NSF 

CAREER awards support exceptionally promising college and university junior faculty who are 
committed to the integration of research and education and are likely to become the academic 
leaders of the 21st century.  

• With funding from NSF, a Vanderbilt professor of biological sciences and pharmacology discovered a 
new class of insect repellant thousands of times more effective than DEET – the active ingredient in 
most commercial mosquito repellants – which also works against all types of insects, including flies, 
moths and ants. 

• The Vanderbilt-Fisk Interdisciplinary Program for Research and Education in the Nanosciences is a 
graduate level program focused on research and graduate student education associated with 
nanoscale science and engineering. It is funded through an NSF IGERT (Integrative Graduate 
Education and Research Traineeship) award.  

• Vanderbilt’s Institute for Nanoscale Science and Engineering (VINSE) continues to play a key role in 
the statewide $20 million NSF EPSCoR award, conducting research and training undergraduate and 
graduate students as well as faculty from across the state. 

 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$6.90 billion $7.03 billion $7.37 billion $7.37 billion 
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NASA 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports sustainable federal funding for NASA and urges Congress to appropriate $5 billion 
for NASA’s Science Mission Directorate (SMD), which includes Earth Science, Planetary Science, 
Astrophysics and Heliophysics. This is the same funding level that NASA SMD received in FY 12 and is 
critical to the continued development of NASA's planetary science missions. Vanderbilt also urges 
Congress to appropriate $551 million for Aeronautics, the amount requested by the Administration.  
Within the Education account, we support $39 million for the Space Grant Program and $17 million for 
the EPSCoR program, both equal to the FY 12 level.  
 
For more than 50 years, NASA has captivated the public with accomplishments that have revolutionized 
our understanding of earth and space sciences, the life sciences and aeronautics, and have led to new 
technologies. The Administration’s FY 13 request for NASA includes continued support for exciting 
missions and programs, such as the James Webb Telescope, Space Technology and the realization of two 
important Earth Science Decadal Missions (SMAP and ICE-Sat II). For the U.S. to remain the global leader 
in space, we must continue to make a strong investment in NASA.  
 
NASA at Vanderbilt 
Last year, Vanderbilt received nearly $3.7 million in research funding from NASA, the vast majority of 
which is at the School of Engineering. Of that total, $575,000 was for the Tennessee Space Grant 
Consortium and $365,000 was for Vanderbilt’s ESPCoR grants. Examples of NASA-funded research at 
Vanderbilt include: 
• Vanderbilt is the lead institution for the Tennessee Space Grant Consortium. NASA’s Space Grant 

program is a national network of colleges and universities that are working to expand opportunities 
for Americans to understand and participate in NASA's aeronautics and space projects by supporting 
and enhancing science and engineering education, research and public outreach efforts. Space 
Grant funding supports both undergraduate and graduate education at Vanderbilt and at 15 
affiliated institutions across the state.  

• Vanderbilt was recently awarded its second NASA EPSCoR grant, which allows our researchers to 
launch a satellite into space in a quest to help future space missions better combat the harsh 
conditions of space, particularly the stray cosmic rays that can cause breakdowns in electronic 
components. Researchers also are reaching out to high school and middle schools in Tennessee to 
excite a younger generation about engineering, space exploration and electronics by having these 
students to man ground stations where they can collect scientific data beamed from the spacecraft. 

 
Request 
 FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 

Request 
FY 13 Vanderbilt 

Request 
Science $4.945 billion $5.09 billion $4.91 billion $5.0 billion 
Aeronautics $535 million $569 million $552 million $551 million 
 
DEFENSE 
Department of Defense Research  
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to provide at least $2.117 billion in funding for Defense basic research (6.1) in 
FY 13, consistent with the Pentagon’s request. Within the Defense 6.1 basic research program, we urge 
Congress to provide the following FY 13 funding levels, as recommended by the Department: $87.98 
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million for the National Defense Education Program (NDEP), which supports undergraduate scholarships, 
graduate fellowships and research awards to exceptionally talented researchers; $46.86 million for the 
National Defense Science and Engineering Graduate Fellowships program; and $16.52 million for the 
Minerva Initiative, a unique social science research program that deepens understanding of the social, 
cultural and political forces affecting areas of the world of strategic importance to the U.S. 
 
We commend the Administration for its effort to sustain the recent growth in 6.1 basic research by 
seeking a slight increase – 0.2 percent or $4 million above FY 12 – when total Defense Department 
funding is slated to be cut by 3.3 percent. Investment in the Defense 6.1 basic research program beyond 
the Administration’s proposal would minimize the impact of inflation and enable the Department to 
address some of the recommendations contained in the Defense Science Board’s Basic Research Task 
Force report of February 2012. That report outlines the unique and valuable role the Defense 
Department plays in funding basic research. Among its recommendations is a call for additional 
investments in graduate fellowships supported by NDEP and the National Defense Science and 
Engineering Graduate Fellowships program. Vanderbilt strongly supports investments in these education 
programs, which strengthen our nation’s scientific and technical workforce. 
 
We also urge that the Defense 6.2 applied research program and Defense 6.3 Advanced Technology 
Development be sustained at their FY 12 level of $4.739 billion and $5.411 billion, respectively. 6.2 and 
6.3 research supports exploratory development of new technologies to meet specific security problems.  
It is critical to the Defense innovation pipeline. 
 
Finally, we urge Congress to provide $2.817 billion, the same as Administration’s FY 13 budget, for the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). Historically, DARPA has invested in high-risk, high-
reward research that has led to extraordinary, “game-changing” technological advances, such as the 
Internet and GPS. 
 
DOD at Vanderbilt 
The University received nearly $23.3 million from the Department of Defense last year, the second 
largest source of federal research funding at the University. Our School of Engineering received nearly 
40 percent – totaling nearly $17.3 million – of its federal funding from DOD, its largest source of federal 
research funding, including the full range of 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 research. Any changes in DOD funding 
would be acutely felt by our world-class engineering researchers as well as their colleagues in the 
College of Arts & Science, which received $2.6 million from DOD last year, and the Medical Center, 
which received $3.3 million. Examples of Defense-funded research at Vanderbilt include: 
• DOD has provided a team of Vanderbilt engineers with funding to create an interface that will allow 

American pilots to access the Global Information Grid at all times, despite location, available 
bandwidth or device connection. Such technology will provide an extra level of communication 
security for the military. 

• In Iraq and Afghanistan, 80 percent of all amputations performed on soldiers are attributed to 
infections or injuries. DOD has provided the funding necessary for Vanderbilt scientists to create a 
solution in the form of an advanced medical scaffold. The scaffold will be applied to wounds, where 
it will release both growth factors and antibiotics to promote healing and combat infection. This 
treatment is expected to provide better, more reliable care for American soldiers. 

• DARPA has funded engineers at Vanderbilt’s Institute for Software Integrated Systems who have 
developed a system that turns soldiers’ combat helmets into “smart nodes” in a wireless sensor 
network, displaying the location of enemy shooters in three dimensions and accurately identifying 
the caliber and type of weapons they are firing. 
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• In recent years, six Vanderbilt engineering students have been awarded DOD Science, Mathematics 
and Research for Transformation (SMART) scholarships for service which provide full tuition, book 
fees, paid internships, an annual stipend and employment at a DOD lab after graduation. DOD 
established the SMART program to support undergraduate and graduate students in the STEM 
disciplines. The program aims to add civilian researchers at defense department laboratories, which 
employ more than 200,000 engineers, scientists and mathematicians. 

  
Request 

 FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

6.1 Basic Research $1.876 billion $2.112 billion $2.116 billion $2.116 billion 
6.2 Applied Research $4.328 billion $4.739 billion $4.478 billion $4.739 billion 
6.3 Advanced Technology 
Development 

$5.339 billion $5.411 billion $5.266 billion $5.411 billion 

 
 
ENERGY-WATER 
Department of Energy’s Office of Science and ARPA-E 
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to provide robust and sustained funding for the Department of Energy’s Office 
of Science in FY 13 and supports at least $4.992 billion for DOE’s Office of Science in FY 13, the amount 
requested by the Administration. This would keep the Office on a sustained path of federal funding as 
laid out in the bipartisan authorization of the America COMPETES Act Vanderbilt also supports $350 
million in FY 13 for the Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E). ARPA-E plays a critical role 
in support of high-risk, high-reward energy research that is unlikely to be supported by industry or other 
parts of DOE. 
 
Strong and predictable funding for the Office of Science is critical to maintaining U.S. leadership in the 
physical and biological sciences, computing, energy and other important long-term areas of scientific 
research in which U.S. industry will not invest. The Office of Science is the nation’s primary supporter of 
basic physical sciences research, providing around 45 percent of total federal funding for this research. 
Funding at the Administration’s requested FY 13 level would support approximately 27,000 researchers 
and enable more than 26,000 scientific investigators from universities, national laboratories and 
industry to use DOE scientific facilities, such as those at Oak Ridge National Lab (ORNL).  
 
Of particular interest to Vanderbilt are university-based energy research centers and training initiatives 
aimed at producing needed scientific and technical talent in key energy-related and physical science 
disciplines. Therefore, in addition to supporting funding requested for the core Office of Science 
programs, we urge Congress to support the $120 million proposed in the Administration’s FY 13 budget 
to maintain and strengthen the Energy Frontier Research Centers (EFRC) program.  We also support the 
$141.5 million contained in the budget to support the five existing and one newly proposed DOE Energy 
Innovation Hubs.  
 
We are disappointed that the Administration’s budget does not fund the DOE Office of Science graduate 
fellowship program.  We believe that this program – which is consistent with a program called for in the 
original America COMPETES Act – is important to DOE’s efforts to meet its future workforce needs at the 
national laboratories.   
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By prioritizing funding for DOE scientific research, facilities and training programs, Congress can help 
preserve our capacity to innovate, reduce our dependence on foreign sources of energy, enhance our 
competitive edge in the global economy, improve our quality of life, educate the next generation of 
scientists and engineers, ensure our national security and create good American jobs.  
 
DOE Office of Science at Vanderbilt 
Funding for DOE’s Office of Science is a high priority for Vanderbilt as well as the state of Tennessee, 
which receives the third highest amount of DOE Office of Science funding, behind only California and 
Illinois. Vanderbilt received nearly $12.4 million from DOE last year, nearly double the amount received 
in FY 10. DOE funding accounted for nearly 20 percent of the School of Engineering’s federal funding, 
totaling over $8.3 million. Examples of DOE funding at Vanderbilt include: 
• A team of Vanderbilt and Oak Ridge engineers is leading an Energy Frontier Research Center that is 

trying to significantly improve our understanding of how gases and liquids interact with solid 
surfaces – basic studies that have potential applications ranging from better batteries to more 
efficient methods for converting solar and electrical energy into fuel, improved fuel cells and 
enhancing the corrosion resistance of materials. This is one of the two such centers that DOE 
established at ORNL and one of 46 nationwide. Each of the centers is supported with $2.5 million 
per year for five years.  

• An engineering faculty member is using DOE funding to lay the groundwork for the emergence of 
Hydrogen power as a major source of alternative energy. Using nanoporous surfaces, he has found a 
way to do away with the current Hydrogen fuel cell and create a more advanced, efficient model 
that puts Hydrogen one step closer to becoming a major source of energy in the United States. 

• Under DOE sponsorship, Vanderbilt’s Applied Optical Physics group studies how light interacts with 
structures much smaller than the wavelength of the light. These objects—with dimensions about 
one thousandth as large as a human hair—can be used to combine optical information with 
electronic signals in microelectronic circuits; act as tiny antennas to sense and enhance light emitted 
by molecules; and convert light pulses of one wavelength (color) to another. This work has 
applications to quantum computing, optical communication and biomolecular sensing. 

• A high energy nuclear physics graduate student received a DOE Office of Science Graduate 
Fellowship Program award, which provided tuition, living expenses and research support for three 
years. The fellowship program is designed to strengthen the nation's scientific workforce by 
providing support to young students during the formative years of their research. 

 
Request 

 FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

Office of Science $4.842 billion $4.889 billion $4.992 billion $4.992 billion 
ARPA-E $180 million $275 million $350 million $350 million 
 
 
INTERIOR 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports a funding level of $154.3 million for the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) in FY 13, equal to the Administration’s request. In particular, we are committed to restoring 
funding to the competitive grant programs, beginning with a modest increase of $2.6 million in FY 13, as 
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outlined in the Administration’s budget. Our country’s long-term success in meeting economic, global, 
and national security challenges depends on understanding not only technological and scientific 
complexities but broader social and international issues as well.  Programs funded by the Endowment 
are vital to ensuring that America can compete successfully in a global economy and advance sound 
public policy to address the challenges of the 21st century.  NEH programs stimulate the creativity and 
innovation that have helped our nation provide global leadership and underlie the cultural intelligence 
that buttresses successful diplomacy. 
 
NEH is the only federal agency supporting academic research and scholarship whose grants do not 
include support for graduate students. Vanderbilt applauds the Endowment’s inclusion of graduate 
students as eligible applicants for summer seminars, institutes and workshops.  
 
NEH at Vanderbilt  
NEH is a vital source of funds for humanities scholars and researchers at Vanderbilt who work to better 
understand and address the social, economic, and political challenges facing the world today: 
• Our Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities began over 20 years ago with a Challenge Grant 

from the NEH; a $480,000 grant leveraged $1.4 million which has enabled the Center to become a 
vital part of the university for the past two decades.  The Center has completed an on-line digital 
archive of the interviews and materials that Robert Penn Warren produced while writing his famous 
book Who Speaks for the Negro? on the U.S. Civil Rights Movement.  

• The Vanderbilt Television News Archive is the world's most extensive and complete archive of 
television news. They have been recording, preserving and providing access to television news 
broadcasts of the national networks since August 5, 1968. Thanks to NEH funding, in addition to 
funding from the National Science Foundation, Vanderbilt is working to digitize the entire collection. 

• NEH provided a research grant to a Vanderbilt history professor to support her work in preserving 
slave society records.  Along with several colleagues, she preserved and stored 120,000 images of 
at-risk ecclesiastical sources for Africans and persons of African descent in Brazil and Cuba at 
Vanderbilt.  

 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$155 million $146.2 million $154.2 million $154.2 million 
 
 
LABOR-HHS-EDUCATION 
National Institutes of Health 
Background 
To continue to create jobs, advance public health and improve quality of life, Vanderbilt supports $32 
billion in FY 13 for the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Biomedical research funded by NIH and 
performed at Vanderbilt assures U.S. leadership in the life sciences revolution of the 21st century and 
helps reduce health care costs by treating or curing disease. NIH has more scientific opportunity than it 
has resources to support and, in light of previous year’s budget reductions, is now facing historically low 
success rates, with fewer than one in 10 grant applications being funded. Our nation’s biomedical 
research enterprise is not only the world’s biggest and best, but it is also an economic powerhouse. 
About 83 percent of NIH funding puts 350,000 scientists to work at institutions across the country. In 
2010 alone, NIH investment in biomedical research led to the creation of nearly 500,000 high-quality 
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jobs and produced nearly $70 billion in economic activity, according to a recent report by United for 
Medical Research, of which Vanderbilt is a member. 
 
Within NIH, Vanderbilt supports the Administration’s request of $462.5 million for the Clinical and 
Translational Science Awards (CTSAs), an increase of $1.1 million over FY 12. Vanderbilt strongly 
supports the CTSA program, which seeks to reduce the time it takes for laboratory discoveries to 
become treatments for patients, to engage communities in clinical research efforts and to train a new 
generation of clinical and translational researchers. Our CTSA, the Vanderbilt Institute for Clinical and 
Translational Research (VICTR), is not only one of 60 existing centers, but in June 2011 was named the 
Coordinating Center for the nation’s entire network of centers, making Vanderbilt a core resource for 
clinical research for the nation. VICTR is designed to reduce the obstacles for investigators taking their 
first step into human research, all the way through to those taking the last step that operationalizes and 
hardwires new knowledge into practice. VICTR and the CTSA Coordinating Center are the largest federal 
grants Vanderbilt has received, totaling over $70 million over 5 years. 
 
The Administration has also requested $775 million for the Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service 
Awards for graduate students. As a leader in educating the next generation of biomedical researchers, 
Vanderbilt strongly supports this request. 
 
Finally, while there have been some grant management policies at NIH that were designed to increase 
the number of new research grants, we are opposed to policy proposals that would limit the size of 
awards or the number of awards that can be granted to a single investigator.  We also support the 
repeal of the change in executive compensation level that was included in the FY 12 appropriations 
legislation. We recognize that NIH has an interest in maximizing the number and geographic distribution 
of awards, but we are concerned that some of these efforts will undermine the peer review process, 
which guarantees only the strongest scientifically recognized research receives funding, thereby assuring 
the wisest investment of limited federal dollars.  
 
NIH at Vanderbilt 
NIH is the largest source of federal funding for Vanderbilt, totaling over $367 million and accounting for 
nearly 75 percent of our federal research funds. The Medical Center received over $332 million in NIH 
research funding last year; the College of Arts & Science received $21 million; Peabody College of 
Education and Human Development $6.6 million; and the School of Engineering $4 million. Among U.S. 
medical schools, Vanderbilt is one of the 10 largest NIH grant recipients.  
 
Our faculty compete extremely successfully against their peers across the country for this funding, but 
depend on the availability of sustained, steady funding in order to continue to be leaders in such 
biomedical research fields as genomics, personalized medicine, cancer research and child development. 
Examples of NIH-funded research at Vanderbilt include: 
• Funding from the National Cancer Institute has contributed to the Vanderbilt Center for 

Neuroscience Drug Discover (VCNDD), which was established in 2011 to accelerate research focused 
on the development of novel therapeutics for a number of brain disorders including schizophrenia, 
depression, Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease and Fragile X Syndrome. The VCNDD recently 
announced an 18,000 square foot expansion into new laboratory space in Williamson County. 

• At Peabody College of Education and Human Development, investigators have received funding from 
the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development to study ways to help children who 
were born with cleft palates learn to speak more normally after a surgical repair. 
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• NIH has provided funding for a program at the Vanderbilt Center for Intelligent Mechatronics, which 
has created a “bionic” artificial leg for a young victim of a shark attack. The leg uses biomechanical 
sensors to predict what the user is trying to do, and then reacts accordingly.  The leg is the first 
prosthetic with powered knee and ankle joints that operate in unison. 

 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$30.4 billion $30.6 billion $30.7 billion $32 billion 
 
Nurse Managed Health Clinics 
Background 
Given the tremendous potential of the Nurse-Managed Health Clinic (NMHC) model, along with the 
growing need to expand access to care and primary care provider capacity, Vanderbilt respectfully 
requests that Congress appropriate $20 million, or the highest amount possible, to support NMHCs (Title 
III of the Public Health Service Act, administered by the Health Resources and Services Administration) in 
FY 13.  This funding should be separate from the Community Health Center program. Vanderbilt also 
requests that Congress begin to look at strategic payment models for reimbursement for services 
provided to Medicaid and Medicare patients at nurse-managed health clinics. 
 
Nurse-managed health clinics are nurse-practice arrangements managed by advanced practice nurses, 
primarily nurse practitioners, who provide primary care or wellness services to underserved or 
vulnerable populations.  The clinics are associated with a school, college, university or department of 
nursing; federally qualified health center or independent nonprofit health or social services agency. 
Nurse-managed health clinics serve urban, rural and suburban communities. Although nurse-managed 
health clinics are run by nurse practitioners, they are staffed by interdisciplinary health provider teams, 
which may include physicians, social workers, public health registered nurses, dentists and therapists. 
Quality measure findings for nurse-managed health clinics compared favorably with national 
benchmarks, with particularly high quality demonstrated for chronic disease care management. 
 
In order to remove barriers to funding for these dual-purpose clinics, the Nurse-Managed Health Clinic 
Grant Program was created which authorized up to $50 million in funding to nurse-managed clinics.  
Vanderbilt believes that NMHCs should have their own source of funding, separate from other safety-
net clinics. The patient population and payor mix for nurse-managed health clinics is similar to that of 
community health centers. However, many NMHCs affiliated with academic schools of nursing cannot 
meet the governance requirements for the community health center program and therefore do not 
qualify for community health center funding. Yet, their affiliation to academic institutions makes them 
prime training grounds for all different types of health care providers. 
 
In 2010, ten nurse-managed health clinics around the country received federal grant funding from the 
Prevention and Public Health Fund totaling $14.8 million. In 2011 alone, the clinics recorded over 72,000 
patient encounters while training over 500 health professions students. No additional funding has been 
appropriated to nurse-managed clinics since.  
 
NMHCs at Vanderbilt 
At Vanderbilt, our nurse-managed clinics train more than 30 APNs, PAs, medical students and social 
work students each year for the past 20 years. Vanderbilt sends our nursing and medical students to 
train in local and rural communities and these additional clinical training sites allow us to increase our 
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enrollment capacity. This relationship allows for training new doctors and nurses, and also provides a 
tremendous service to otherwise underserved areas. 
 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
Background 
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) is the lead federal agency charged with 
supporting research to improve health care quality, reduce costs, advance patient safety, decrease 
medical errors and broaden access to essential services. Since passage of the Affordable Care Act, AHRQ 
has received funding from three streams: Public Health Service Evaluation Funds, Patient Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) trust funds and the Prevention and Public Health Funds. Vanderbilt 
supports a base discretionary budget of $400 million for AHRQ in FY 13.  
 
AHRQ at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt has been home to one of 15 Evidence-based Practice Centers (EPC), which are funded by 
AHRQ, since 2007.  Each EPC is charged with conducting systematic reviews of currently available 
evidence concerning various topics, including women´s health, child health, trauma, surgery and 
cardiology.  They examine the scientific evidence about critical questions in health care to help 
determine best treatment options and priorities for future research, which saves both lives and money 
over the long term. Work at Vanderbilt includes the Comparative Effectiveness Analysis of Surgery and 
Radiation for Prostate Cancer (CAESAR) study, which has enrolled 3600 patients newly diagnosed with 
prostate cancer, in order to discover which treatments work best, in which patients and in whose hands. 
 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$370 million $370 million $334 million $400 million 
 
Title VIII 
Background 
Over the last 45 years, Title VIII of the Public Health Service Act programs have addressed each aspect of 
nursing shortages—education, practice, retention and recruitment. Vanderbilt supports the continuation 
of these programs at a level of $251 million. 
 
Title VIII at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt receives almost $3 million per year in the form of Advanced Education Nursing Traineeship 
Grants as well as from the Nurse Faculty Loan Program. With the projected coming shortfall in skilled 
nursing practitioners and the increase in seniors needing additional health care, these programs are 
more critical than ever to building our national health care workforce. 
 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$243.9 million $243.9 million $251 million $251 million 
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Department of Education - Student Aid Programs 
Background 
Vanderbilt recognizes the critical role that federal student aid programs play in making college 
affordable for students. We encourage Congress to provide sufficient funding to support the scheduled 
increase in the maximum Pell Grant to $5,635 in FY 13.  We support using the expected Pell Grant 
surplus in FY 13 to address future projected shortfalls in the program beginning in FY 14. We are 
committed to addressing the growing costs of the Pell Grant program in order to place the program on a 
more sustainable funding path. 
  
We urge Congress to at least maintain FY 12 funding levels for other federal student aid programs that 
provide grants and work-study to low- and middle-income students, including Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grants (SEOG).  We support the Administration’s proposed increase for Federal Work-Study, 
but we have some concerns about the proposed criteria for this new funding. 
 
We understand the importance of making college more affordable for students, and we look forward to 
continuing discussions with the Administration and Congress to ensure that efforts to do so do not 
inadvertently provide incentives that would harm quality or jeopardize potential student funding for 
low-income students. In general, we are concerned about the erosion in the federal student loan 
programs, including the loss of the in-school interest subsidy for graduate and professional students as 
an offset for funding other student aid programs.  We look forward to conversations about how best to 
preserve the student loan programs, including avoiding a doubling of the interest rates for subsidized 
Stafford loans from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent after July 1, 2012. 
 
Pell Grants: Vanderbilt supports efforts to maintain the maximum Pell Grant at as high a level as 
possible. This would ensure a reliable source of grant aid for the neediest students, thereby increasing 
access to and the affordability of higher education.  
 
Campus-Based Programs: We are strong supporters of the campus-based aid programs, including Work-
Study and the SEOG; we support $1.126 billion for Work-Study and $734.6 million for SEOG, both equal 
to the Administration’s FY 13 request. By law, universities match one-to-three the federal SEOG funds, 
multiplying the federal investment in low-income students. SEOG allow us to help plug the holes for 
financially needy students while the work-study program encourages financially disadvantaged students 
to develop strong work habits. Unfortunately, our share of campus-based aid funding has been steadily 
decreasing in recent years as more students are eligible for these programs. 
 
Perkins Loans: Vanderbilt looks forward to working with the Administration and Congress to restructure 
the Perkins Loan Program, which has historically provided much-needed low-interest loans to both 
undergraduate and graduate students. As it is currently structured, capital invested in Perkins loans is 
matched by schools and recycled again and again to help future generations. Given our undergraduate 
debt-reduction initiative, the Perkins Loan program primarily benefits our graduate and professional 
students.  
 
Graduate Education: Vanderbilt encourages Congress to provide $31 million in FY 13 for the Graduate 
Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) and the Javits Fellowship Program, the same amount as 
FY 12.  The Javits Fellowship was consolidated into the GAANN program last year, so we support 
providing adequate funding for existing non-competing Javits continuation awards, as well as giving the 
Department of Education the authority necessary to ensure that the Javits disciplines are included as 
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eligible fields for future grant competitions. Together, these programs help ensure a strong pipeline of 
talented experts and educators who will help to meet the demands of our 21st century workforce. 
 
Student Aid at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt University is fortunate to be able to offer prospective undergraduate students a need-blind 
admissions process while meeting 100 percent of all eligible undergraduate students’ demonstrated 
financial need without loans. Our expanded aid initiative means that all of an eligible undergraduate 
student’s demonstrated need is met by grants and scholarships (gift assistance) in addition to an 
expected work component – no need-based loans are included as part of a students’ aid package. In 
2011-12, 64 percent of our undergraduates received some type of financial assistance and the average 
amount of grant and scholarship aid our students received (including federal, state, institutional and 
other sources) was $35,150. Vanderbilt’s net price in 2009-2010 (the average price paid by families 
when all aid is subtracted) was $18,775 but for families with incomes below $48,000, the average net 
price was below $5,800. We achieve this through a sizeable commitment of institutional funds 
dedicated to student aid complemented by federal and state student aid programs. During the 2010-
2011 year we spent nearly $141 million in institutional funds in all categories and programs of financial 
aid for undergraduate students. Thanks to our debt reduction initiative, our graduates are leaving 
Vanderbilt with decreasing debt burden. The graduating class of 2010 had an average indebtedness of 
$18,605, less than the state and national average. Our students also find themselves in a position to 
repay these debts; our default rate in 2009 was less than 2 percent. 
 
Federal grant programs generally help to form undergraduate students’ need-based aid package while 
loans are made in accordance with students’ federal eligibility. Vanderbilt will provide our 
undergraduate, graduate and professional students with the following projected amounts of federal aid 
during the 2011-2012 award year:  
• Nearly $4.0 million in Pell Grants to just over 1,000 students; 
• $632,000 in federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants to 940 students (excluding the 

required institutional matching funds); 
• $1.4 million in Federal Work-Study to 830 students (excluding the required institutional matching 

funds); and 
• $3.5 million in Perkins Loans authority to over 1900 students. 
  
Request 
 FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 

Request 
FY 13 Vanderbilt 

Request 
Pell Grant 
max: 

$5,550 $5,550 $5,635 $5,635 

SEOG $757.5 million $734.6 million $734.6 million $734.6 million 
Work-study $978.5 million $978.5 million $1.126 billion $1.126 billion 
GANN $30.9 million  $30.9 million $30.9 million $30.9 million 
 
Department of Education – International Education programs 
Background 
Vanderbilt urges Congress to provide at least $75.7 million for the Department of Education’s 
International Education and Foreign Language programs in FY 13.  The Title VI National Resource 
Centers and Fulbright-Hays programs play a critical role in supporting our nation's long-term national 
security, global leadership and economic competitiveness. Successful U.S. engagement in these areas, at 
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home and abroad, relies on Americans with global competence. The significant cuts in FY 11 have 
weakened our nation’s international education capacity, which has taken decades to build. We look 
forward to working with the Administration and Congress over the long term to further restore funding 
for these critical national investments. The nation needs a steady supply of graduates with expertise in 
less commonly taught languages, world areas and transnational trends. 
 
International Education programs at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt’s Center for Latin American Studies (CLAS) was designated as a Title VI National Resource 
Center in 2006. Unfortunately the Center’s Title VI funding was cut from $250,165 to $133,743 in FY 11, 
a direct result of the draconian cuts to Title VI international education programs.  At the Department of 
Education’s instruction, the Center directed its federal resources to preserve salaries and core Spanish 
and Portuguese language programs, at the expense of some of our outreach activities and student 
programs. For sixty years CLAS has distinguished itself in teaching, research and outreach in Latin 
American Studies, maintaining one of the strongest concentrations of Brazilianists of any university in 
the U.S. In addition to being an NRC, CLAS is one of the select graduate programs approved by the 
Department of Defense for its Foreign Area Officer training. The Center offers academic year and 
summer federally funded Foreign Language Area Studies fellowships for the study of Portuguese and 
Mayan languages.  
 
Vanderbilt has also achieved success in obtaining Title VI Fulbright-Hays scholarships that allow our 
students to not only conduct important research, but also to learn from and influence other cultures.  
Last year, the Fulbright program awarded 13 Vanderbilt students with scholarships, providing for 
opportunities such as studying business in Mexico, food security in Brazil and health literacy and policy 
in Malaysia.  
 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$75.5 million $74.2 million $75.73 million $75.73 million 
 
Department of Education - Institute of Education Sciences 
Background 
The Department of Education's Institute of Education Sciences (IES) is the primary federal agency 
supporting high-quality education research that provides the evidence on which to ground education 
practice and policy. In order to advance the science of teaching and learning to the point that education 
is truly evidence-based, Vanderbilt supports $621 million for the IES budget in FY 13, equal to the 
Administration’s request. Vanderbilt also urges Congress to ensure that these resources are focused on 
competitively-awarded and investigator-initiated rigorous research projects.  
  
IES at Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt is one of the major recipients of IES funding nationally, receiving over $23 million from the 
Institute last year, representing over 65 percent of the federal research funding received by Peabody 
College of Education and Human Development. Vanderbilt is deeply engaged in high-quality research 
into areas of great interest to both Congress and the Administration including identifying “what works” 
in the classroom and identifying methods to assess both teachers and school leaders. We believe that 
basing education policy on research and rigorous evaluations will ultimately improve education for all 
students – if sufficient funding is provided so that theory and research findings can be translated into 
practice. IES has funded three national centers that conduct research and outreach at Vanderbilt: 
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• The National Center on Performance Incentives, whose work involves a series of rigorous research 
initiatives, including randomized field trials and evaluations of existing pay-for-performance 
programs; 

• The National Center on School Choice, which conducts research on how school choice affects 
individuals, communities and systems with the goal of providing national intellectual leadership on 
the study of school choice in all its forms; and 

• The Developing Effective Schools Center, the most recent national center at Vanderbilt which 
received a $13.6 million award over five years to conduct research on scaling up effective schools. 
Fort Worth Independent School District is the latest partner in this national center that aims to 
identify programs, practices, processes and policies that make some high schools more effective at 
reaching low-performing students.  

 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$608 million $594.8 million $621.1 million $621.1 million 
 
Department of Health & Human Services – University Centers for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (UCEDD) 
Background 
Vanderbilt supports funding of $39.9 million in FY 13 for the University Centers for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD), which is located within the Administration for Children and 
Families/Developmental Disabilities program. This program has been flat funded for the previous three 
fiscal years. 
 
UCEDDs at Vanderbilt 
The network of 67 UCEDDs – including Vanderbilt’s Kennedy Center, which receives approximately 
$554,000 annually – provide interdisciplinary training, community services, research, technical 
assistance and information dissemination on developmental disabilities. UCEDDs such as the Kennedy 
Center exist to provide a unique and expert, state and community resource to facilitate independence 
and full participation in the community for people living with developmental and other disabilities such 
as autism spectrum disorder, behavioral disorders, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, Down syndrome and 
other genetic syndromes. Services provided by Vanderbilt’s UCEDD include state-of-the-art diagnosis; 
evaluation; support services for children and adults in health care; cognitive development; behavior 
disorders; education; and daily living and work skills. Funding is needed to address critical and emerging 
national needs, such the growing numbers of individuals with autism spectrum disorders.  
 
Request 

FY 11 Final FY 12 Final FY 13 Admin 
Request 

FY 13 Vanderbilt 
Request 

$38.9 million $38.9 million $38.9 million $39.9 million 
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