
Vanderbilt Heart Knoxville

Vanderbilt Heart uses advanced therapies and technologies and a world-class care team to 
provide patients with extremely high quality cardiovascular care. While fully integrated 
into the Vanderbilt University Medical Center and its patient care, research, and teaching 
missions, Vanderbilt Heart also has nearly two dozen clinics across Tennessee and Ken-
tucky. This means that at Vanderbilt Heart Knoxville, residents of the 2nd Congressional 
District are able to access some of the most advanced cardiovascular care available any-
where—right in their own community.

The Treatment and Research Institute for  
Autism Spectrum Disorders

To help parents, families, and educators of children with autism spectrum disorders 
better understand the disorders, Vanderbilt Kennedy Center for Research on Human 
Development hosts half-day and full-day workshops in Knoxville through the Treatment 
and Research Institute for Autism Spectrum Disorders (TRIAD) Parent and the TRIAD 
Discrete Trial Teaching (DTT) programs. The TRIAD Parent Workshops combine lec-
tures and small group discussions to help family members and educators become famil-
iar with evidence-based intervention strategies to address the unique needs of children 
with autism spectrum disorders and to develop a plan to integrate these strategies into 
daily routines. The TRIAD DTT Workshop focuses on breaking down learning activities 
into separate components and teaching one component at a time in a highly structured 
manner. This workshop focuses on learning how to integrate DTT into daily routines in 
practical and efficient ways. 
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Vanderbilt University’s Impact on Your Community

Your Constituents  
and Vanderbilt in 2012

$5,412,701   
Uncompensated Care

$2,148,928   
Student Financial Aid

6,491  
Patients Seen

19,854   
VanderbiltHealth.com users 

108  
Ambulances to Vanderbilt 

University Medical Center

47  
Emergency LifeFlights

1,339  
Students, Alumni, and Parents

1,370 
Served by Family Literacy 
Programs

109
Calls to the Pathfinder Hotline*

15  
Special Education Advocates

*The Pathfinder Hotline is a statewide multi-language help line that connects the Tennessee  
disability community with service providers and information
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TN-SCORE Outreach Initiatives 

In November 2003, Tennessee was designated an Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research (EPSCoR) state, making the state eligible for an EPSCoR Research 
Infrastructure Grant. After Tennessee earned this designation, faculty at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and the University of Tennessee-Knoxville (UTK) began working together on the 
Tennessee State EPSCoR Committee to determine the state’s research priorities and how 
best to produce a more advanced workforce.  

In October 2010, Tennessee was one of seven states selected by the National Science 
Foundation to receive an EPSCoR Award, totaling $20 million over five years. This is one 
of the largest federal science grants ever awarded to the state. The collaboration, known 
as Tennessee Solar Conversion and Storage Using Outreach, Research and Education 
(TN-SCORE), draws upon the state’s expanding energy industry and brings research-
ers from Tennessee universities and Oak Ridge National Laboratory together to boost  
energy-related research and education across the state.

Since being granted this award, Vanderbilt has continued to work closely with UTK 
to accomplish the goals set by the grant. Faculty members from Vanderbilt and UTK 
serve on the TN EPSCoR Management Team and as principal investigators promoting 
the grant’s three primary research thrusts: Advanced Solar Conversion and Innovation, 
Components and Devices for Energy Storage and Conversion, and Nanostructures for 
Enhancing Energy Efficiency.

Joint Institute of Nuclear Physics and Applications

Thirty years ago, Vanderbilt University, the University of Tennessee-Knoxville (UTK), 
and Oak Ridge National Lab (ORNL) founded the Joint Institute for Heavy Ion Research 
on UTK’s campus to promote and support the work of ORNL’s Holifield Heavy Ion 
Research Facility. Over the years, the institute’s focus has expanded to include other 
experimental methods and facilities. In 2013, the center was renamed the Joint Insti-
tute of Nuclear Physics and Applications. The institute, still based at UTK, continues 
to carry out a mission similar to that of the original Joint Institute—to improve and 
expand nuclear physics research and applications across the state. 

“Tennessee will be 
hard-pressed to 
advance among 
states or even hold 
its own without 
strengthening its 
science, engineering 
and technology base. 
…The [EPSCoR] 
grant will enable 
Tennessee’s higher 
education institutions 
to work together for 
the long-term greater 
good of the state.”

—Dennis Hall, vice provost 
for research at Vanderbilt 
University


