

June 10, 2004 (for distribution by email)

TO:
Deans, Faculty, Principal Investigators, Departmental and Project Administrators in University Central

FROM:
Nicholas S. Zeppos, 

Provost & Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

SUBJECT:
New University-wide Policy on Charging Tuition for 

Graduate Research Assistants Directly to Research Grants and Contracts

Clarifications* in federal regulations prompted an internal review of the way in which Vanderbilt administers support for graduate students who perform services as Graduate Research Assistants on externally funded projects.  Based upon that review, Vanderbilt will discontinue its current practice in favor of charging grant-supported partial tuition directly to externally funded research grants, beginning with the Fall 2004 semester.  In the interest of assuring equitable and consistent practices across the University, the following policy will take effect beginning July 1, 2004:

When graduate students are supported as full-time (nominally 20 hours per week) Graduate Research Assistants (GRA) funded by externally-sponsored projects, those projects will support 35% of the tuition for those GRAs.  This share of tuition will be directly charged to the grant or contract.  Students appointed as less than full-time GRAs to one or more sponsored projects should have an amount of their salary and tuition paid by the project(s) proportionate to their assignments.

This new policy means that when GRAs are included in research grant applications and contract proposals submitted to external funding agencies, funding for both the GRA salary and partial tuition, using the above percentage, should be specifically budgeted as separate, direct-cost line items.  Any portion of this share of tuition not paid by the sponsoring agency must be included as part of a school’s cost-sharing.  This policy change applies to research projects, but has no bearing on federally funded Training Grants.

Note that in accordance with our Facilities and Administrative (F&A, or indirect) cost rate agreement with the federal government, tuition costs charged directly to grants are not subject to indirect costs.  In many instances, PIs will find that this change in policy will result in either a few additional dollars that can be reallocated to other project expenses or to a reduction in total project costs.  Specific instructions for implementing this policy will be issued by the Division of Sponsored Research, including guidance for any necessary rebudgeting of existing grants or pending grant applications.   

Questions on this policy may be directed to Dennis Hall, Associate Provost for Research and Graduate Education.  Questions on the requirements or expectations in your academic department for supporting GRAs should be directed to the Dean’s office of your school or college.  

*See “Clarification of OMB A-21 Treatment of Voluntary Uncommitted Cost Sharing and Tuition Remission Costs,” Office of Management and Budget, January 5, 2001  
