
Let’s Get Started!!! 

1.  Set up a Mapbox account:  http://www.mapbox.com 
2. Set up a new Mapbox project 
3. Download a text editor to create html:  

• Apple:  TextWrangler    http://www.textwrangler.com 

• PC:  Notepad + +    http://www.notepad-plus-plus.org 
4. Bookmark this webpage:  http://maps.google.com 
5. Open Mapbox, your text editor, and Google Maps.  You are now ready to begin! 

 

Now, let’s create a map! 

1. Go to this webpage:  http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csls/geospatialtools-code.php .  Your code is 
located on this page!  It’s a combination of HTML and GeoJSON (a format for encoding 
geographic data structures). 

2. Copy the code into your text editor. 
3. Save the code with this name:  project1.htm. 
4. Go to Mapbox and copy the “map key” for your project. 
5. Copy this “map key” into the appropriate spot in your code. 
6. Name your project in the appropriate spot in your code. 
7. Save the code with this name:  project1.htm. 
8. Now, go to Google Maps.  By double clicking on any spot on the map, you can get GIS map 

coordinates.  Note:  these are not really latitude and longitude coordinates.  They are close, but 
they are a little different. 

9. For each spot that you find, place those coordinates in your code.   
10. Be careful!  If you are plotting the Northern Hemisphere and all of your plots end up in the 

Southern Hemisphere, you will need to switch the order of the coordinates. 
11. Save the code with this name:  project1.htm 
12. Once the ten sets of coordinates are plotted and saved, you can double-click on project1.htm 

icon.  This will open it in a web browser.  If you have done everything properly, you should open 
a map with ten plots on it! 

13. Extra Credit:  Want to change the initial focus on the map?  How do you do this?    

 

YOU HAVE TO BE VERY CAREFUL WITH THIS CODE.  IF YOU ERASE ONE COMMA, BRACKET, OR PERIOD, IT 
WILL NOT WORK!  YOU WILL NEED TO START AGAIN.  HINT:  TO SAVE TIME, WRITE DOWN ALL OF YOUR 
GIS COORDINATES ON A PIECE OF PAPER, IN CASE YOU HAVE TO DO THIS SEVERAL TIMES. 
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