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School of Nursing Calendar 2011/2012
FALL SEMESTER 2011

M.S.N. new student orientation for pre-specialty students (mandatory)/ Wednesday 17 August-Friday 19 August

First day of class for pre-specialty students / Monday 22 August

M.S.N. new-student orientation for direct entry, R.N. pre-specialty and post-master’s students (mandatory) / Tuesday 23 August-Wednesday 24 August
Returning M.S.N. student orientation for direct entry, R.N. pre-specialty and post-master’s students (mandatory) / Wednesday 24 August (afternoon only)
Undergraduate classes begin (NURS 210A, NURS 231A) / Wednesday 24 August

M.S.N. block classes begin in selected specialties / Thursday 25 August

First day of class for non-block specialty students / Friday 26 August (Monday schedule to make up for Labor Day)

Ph.D. and D.N.P. orientation and 1st intensive / Monday 29 August-Thursday 1 September

Labor Day (no VUSN classes except NURS 210 and NURS 231B on undergraduate schedule) / Monday 5 September

Family Weekend / Friday 16 September-Sunday 18 September

Homecoming—Reunion Weekend / Thursday 20 October-Saturday 22 October

Thanksgiving holiday / Saturday 19 November-Sunday 27 November

Classes end for all students / Friday 9 December

Pinning ceremony for December 2011 graduates / Friday 9 December

Examinations / Monday 12 December-Thursday 15 December

Holidays begin / Friday 16 December

SPRING SEMESTER 2012

Classes begin for specialty students in some specialties / Week of Monday 2 January (please consult block schedules)
Classes begin for pre-specialty students / Monday 9 January

Classes begin for specialty students in some specialties / Week of Monday 9 January (please consult block schedules)
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day—no classes scheduled / Monday 16 January

Ph.D. and D.N.P. 2nd intensive / Tuesday 17 January—Friday 20 January

Spring Break / Saturday 3 March-Sunday 11 March

Easter—no block classes scheduled this weekend / Sunday 8 April

Classes end / Friday 20 April

Community Health, Clinical, Final Examinations / Monday 23 April-Friday 27 April

Commencement-Investiture / Friday 11 May

SUMMER SEMESTER 2012

Classes begin for specialty students in some specialties / Week of Monday 30 April (please consult block schedules for specific specialty start date)
Ph.D. and D.N.P. 3rd intensive / Monday 7 May-Thursday 10 May

May pinning ceremony and alumni reception for graduates / Thursday 10 May

Classes begin for specialty students in some specialties / Week of Monday 16 May (please consult block schedule for specific specialty start date)
Memorial Day—no classes scheduled / Monday 28 May

Independence Day holiday—no classes scheduled / Wed 4 July

Classes end / Friday 3 August

Pinning ceremony for August 2012 graduates / Sunday 5 August
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

Medical Center Overview

a three-fold mission—the education of health profes-

sionals, research in medical sciences, and patient care.
This mission is carried out in five primary operating units—
the School of Medicine, the School of Nursing, The Vanderbilt
Clinic, Vanderbilt University Hospital, and the Monroe Carell
Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, all places in which
patients receive exemplary care from physicians and nurses
who are creative teachers and scholars.

Members of the faculty participate directly in patient care.

eir practice encourages the free ow of ideas among the
School of Medicine, the School of Nursing, and the clinical
units, facilitating joint research activities. As a result, the medi-
cal center can undertake signi cant, innovative programs that
set the standards for health care in the region.

Outstanding patient care and technological innovation
have established Vanderbilt’s reputation as a leading referral
center in the Southeast. Physicians from other states and for-
eign countries refer to Vanderbilt those patients whose health
problems demand interdisciplinary skills and expert knowl-
edge. Consequently, students in the medical center encounter
a wider range of diseases than they would be likely to see in
many years of private practice.

e Medical Center has combined programs of study with
a number of other schools including divinity, business, engi-
neering, and law—and makes possible the Ann Geddes Stahl-
man professorship in medical ethics as well as interdisciplinary
programs in philosophy, religion, and the social sciences.

rough the education of physicians, nurses, biomedical
scientists, and technicians in allied health professions—and
an overriding concern for the care of patients—Vanderbilt
University Medical Center strives to improve the health of the
individual.  rough scholarship and research leading to new
knowledge about the nature, treatment, and prevention of
disease, the medical center contributes to the improvement of
the health of our society.

VAN DERBILT University Medical Center (VUMC) has

Facilities

Vanderbilt University Hospital

The hospital is dynamic, growing, and dedicated to meeting
the most critical and complex needs of our region, continuing
Vanderbilt's more than century-old tradition of offering the
best in patient care.

Routinely, more than 25 percent of patients seen in the hos-
pitals are from states other than Tennessee, with the majority
coming from Kentucky, Alabama, and Mississippi.

The Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt

The Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt is a
place of hope and healing for patients and their families. Rec-
ognized as one of the premier children’s hospitals in the nation
by U.S. News and World Report in 2008, Vanderbilt Children’s
Hospital cares for the sickest patients in the region and beyond.
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital is the most comprehensive
children’s hospital in the state, providing pediatric services
from neurosurgery, cancer treatments, and organ and bone

marrow transplants to repairing broken legs and everything in
between. All children regardless of ability to pay are wel-
comed. Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital has the only pediatric
emergency department in Middle Tennessee; this department
had more than 41,000 visits in FY08, and more than 161,000
patients were seen in outpatient clinics the same year.

Constructed in 2004, the new freestanding Monroe Carell
Jr. Children's Hospital at VVanderbilt is lled with state-of-the-
art equipment and information systems to provide the best
treatment for patients and o ers a variety of family accom-
modations to help ful Il its mission of family-centered care.
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital is a nonpro t teaching and
research hospital that relies on the support of individuals and
others to help children get well and on their way.

The Psychiatric Hospital at Vanderbilt

This facility provides provides inpatient, partial hospitalization
services to children, adolescents, and adults with psychiatric
and substance abuse problems. Services include 24-hour crisis
assessment and a year-round accredited school for children
and adolescents.

The Vanderbilt Clinic

The 900,000 square foot Vanderbilt Clinic and Medical Center
Easthouses more than 100 medical specialty practice areas, the
clinical laboratories, a center for comprehensive cancer treat-
ment, a day surgery center. The clinic was opened in February
1988.

Vanderbilt Stallworth Rehabilitation Hospital

Vanderbilt Stallworth provides comprehensive inpatient

and outpatient rehabilitation services for adult and pediatric
(age 6+) patients with neurological, orthopaedic, and other
injuries, as well as chronic conditions and disabilities. With
state-of-the-art treatment technology, the hospital special-
izes in the treatment of stroke, brain, and spinal cord injury;
multiple traumas; amputees; hip fracture; and other diagnoses.
A designated Stroke Center of Excellence within its ninety-
four hospital rehabilitation network, Stallworth repeatedly
exceeds the national benchmarks for patient satisfaction and
functional outcomes. It is also home to the Vanderbilt Center
for Multiple Sclerosis. This hospital is a joint venture with
HealthSouth Corporation.

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center

The Vanderbilt Ingram Cancer Center is Tennessee’s only
Comprehensive Cancer Center designated by the National
Cancer Institute and one of only forty such centers in the
country. In 2007, the Cancer Center was invited to join the
prestigious National Comprehensive Cancer Network, a non-
profit alliance of twenty-one of the world’s elite cancer centers
collaborating on improving the quality and effectiveness of
cancer care for patients everywhere. The center unites nearly
300 physicians and scientists in seven research programs in
breast cancer, gastrointestinal cancer, experimental therapeu-
tics, genome maintenance, host-tumor interactions, signal
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transduction, and cell proliferation, as well as cancer-preven-
tion and population-based research. These scientists generate
more than $180 million in annual support from public and
private sources. The center includes a long list of large “team
science” grants from the NCI and other sources, including
three Specialized Programs of Research Excellence (SPORES)
in breast, gastrointestinal, and lung cancers, the Southern
Community Cohort Study, a Digestive Disease Center grant,
a Tumor Microenvironment Network grant, a Mouse Models
Consortium grant, a Molecular Signatures of Lung Cancer
grant, a Clinical Proteomic Technology assessment grant, a
Minority Partnership grant (with Meharry Medical College),
and a Multiscale Mathematical Modeling for Cancer grant.
The center’s clinical trials program includes robust work in
Phase I drug development and designation by the NCI as sites
for Phase | and Phase 11 clinical trials. The center also boasts
several donor-supported research initiatives, including the
Frances Williams Preston Laboratories of the T. J. Martell
Foundation, the A. B. Hancock Jr. Memorial Laboratory

for Cancer Research, the Jim Ayers Institute for Pre-Cancer
Detection and Diagnosis, and the Robert J. Kleberg and Helen
C. Kleberg Center for Cancer Genetics and Genomics.

Vanderbilt Kennedy Center for Research on Human
Development

The mission of the Vanderbilt Kennedy Center is to improve
the quality of life of persons with disorders of thinking,
learning, perception, communication, mood, and emotion
caused by disruption of typical development. It is dedicated
to improving the lives of children and adults with disabilities
by embracing core values that include the pursuit of scientific
knowledge with creativity and purpose; the dissemination of
information to scientists, practitioners, families, and commu-
nity leaders; the facilitation of discovery by Kennedy Center
scientists; and the translation of knowledge into practice.

The center is one of fourteen nationally designated National
Institutes of Health research centers on mental retardation
and other developmental disabilities supported in part by the
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.
In 2005, it was designated a University Center for Excellence
on Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and
Service by the federal Administration on Developmental Dis-
abilities. The center is an interdisciplinary research, training,
diagnostic, and treatment institute, embracing faculty and
resources available through Vanderbilt University Medical
Center, the College of Arts and Science, and Peabody Col-
lege. The center brings together scientists and practitioners

in behavior, education, genetics, and neuroscience to work
together in unique ways to solve the mysteries of development
and learning.

Vanderbilt Diabetes Center

The Vanderbilt Diabetes Center provides a comprehensive
approach to diabetes. Programs dealing with education and
training of students and fellows provide the next generation of
caregivers and scholars. Other programs support the diabetes-
related research of more than eighty VUMC faculty members.
Several sophisticated core resources are of particular impor-
tance in this regard. Finally, the VDC, through the recently
established Vanderbilt-Eskind Diabetes Clinic, provides
comprehensive clinical care, including addressing complica-
tions of the disease, for diabetics of all ages.

Rudolph A. Light Hall

Completed in 1977, Light Hall provides classroom and labora-
tory space for students in the School of Medicine. It houses the
Department of Biochemistry, the Department of Molecular
Physics and Biophysics, and the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute. Named for Dr. Rudolph A. Light, former profes-

sor of surgery and member of the Board of Trust, Light Hall

is connected by tunnels to Medical Center North and to the
hospital and by bridge to the Medical Research Buildings and
the Veterans Administration Medical Center.

Ann and Roscoe Robinson Medical Research Building

Laboratories and academic space for pharmacology, biochem-
istry, and molecular physiology and biophysics are housed in
the Ann and Roscoe Robinson Medical Research Building. The
eight-story building, opened in 1989, is also home to the A. B.
Hancock Jr. Memorial Laboratory for Cancer Research and the
positron emission tomography (PET) scanner.

e building is linked to Light Hall and shares an under-
ground level with e Vanderbilt Clinic. e Vanderbilt Clinic
and the Veterans Administration Medical Center are con-
nected to the Medical Research Buildings by a bridge.

Frances Preston Medical Research Building

This building is named in honor of Frances Williams Preston,
President and CEO of Broadcast Music, Incorporated, and was
formerly known as Medical Research Building I1. The purpose
of this building is to consolidate the VVanderbilt-Ingram Cancer
Center programs into one primary location with a distinct
presence within the Vanderbilt Medical Center campus. The
project consists of a new two-story lobby at grade with a patient
drop-off area, five office floors, and a conference center floor.

Medical Research Building III

The MRB I11 building houses sixty-six research laboratories,
four teaching laboratories, research support areas, offices,
conference rooms, classrooms, and an 8,650-square-foot
greenhouse for research and teaching.

e landmark project—a 350,000-square-foot facility
designed to promote study between diverse scienti c dis-
ciplines—is a joint undertaking of the College of Arts and
Science and the medical center.

Medical Research Building IV

Medical Research Building IV (MRB V) adds 389,000 square
feet of wet lab space to the medical center campus. The build-
ing has two separate but linked parts consisting of a three-
story, vertical addition to Light Hall and a seven-story addition
above Langford Auditorium. The new facility supports con-
tinued growth in VUMC research programs. The project site
incorporates the existing Light Hall structure and Langford
Auditorium and the existing land area immediately west and
behind Langford for a distance of 75 feet to the shared VUMC/
VA property line.

e concrete-framed Light Hall addition, which was
completed and occupied in September 2005, is now home to
approximately eighteen principal investigators and associ-
atedsta . e Langford overbuild, also designed as a concrete
frame with an exterior glass skin, was completed in March
2008, while early occupancy of the lab spaces began in the fall of



10

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

2007. e exterior skin closely matches the architectural design
of the existing Eskind Library. Twenty-four-foot-high concrete
trusses span Langford Auditorium and transfer column loads
for the upper portion of the new building. e Langford Audi-
torium exterior is completely enveloped within the new design;
the interior of the auditorium has been completely renovated.

Medical Center North

The 21-bed Newman Clinical Research Center, an inpatient
orthopaedic unit, and a general-care unit are located in Medi-
cal Center North. The complex also houses administrative
support services for the hospital and Medical Center.

Faculty and administrative o ces and research space for
medical school departments are in Medical Center North. e
original portions of the building were completed in 1925. Since
that time a number of connecting wings and buildings have
been added.

Vanderbilt Health 100 Oaks

Opened in spring 2009, this 400,000-square-foot doctors office
suite is designed for convenience from easy access off the
interstate highway system to easy surface parking, automated
check-in, and integrated services, labs, and radiology. It houses
twelve specialty clinics, primary care, advanced imaging, and a
70,000-square-foot health and wellness facility.

Vanderbilt Medical Group Williamson County

Vanderbilt Medical Group Williamson County is the largest
group practice in suburban Williamson County with nearly
100 physicians in practices ranging from primary care to
sports medicine, Gl, cancer care, imaging, and pediatrics.

Mary Ragland Godchaux Hall

Built in 1925, Mary Ragland Godchaux Hall is located between
the Jean and Alexander Heard Library and MRB 111 of the
Vanderbilt University Hospital. Faculty and administrative
offices and research space for the Nursing School are located
within this building. In 2006, Godchaux Hall completed a two-
year renovation to update the building infrastructure.

Godchaux Hall contains a state-of-the-art IP-based video-
conferencing classroom, two research interview rooms with
video and audio recording options, a research observation
room with video and audio recording controls, three equipped
small seminar/conference rooms, one moderate-size electronic
classroom for use with laptops, and an audiovisual-equipped
living room. Together with a sunlit atrium connecting the build-
ing with others in the nursing complex, Godchaux Hall Annex
comprises 34,421 square feet. e facility includes two large- and
two medium-size lecture halls, as well as four seminar-size
classrooms. All can be quickly equipped for audio and video
recording to tape or broadcast via streaming media. All
classrooms have permanently installed projection devices and
an up-to-date presentation computer. All a ord wireless access
to the Internet. e four larger halls are equipped with Smart
technology at the lectern. e facility has a commons area that
brings the total space for the Annex to 13,175 square feet.

Center for Research Development and Scholarship (CRDS).
Housed on the fourth oor of Godchaux Hall, CRDS provides
research consultation, support, and resources for scholarly
and research projects. CRDS assists with grant proposal

development, Institutional Review Board application, paper
and poster presentation, database management, instrument
development, use of computers, literature searches, reference
retrieval, and manuscript preparation. CRDS resources are
available to all School of Nursing faculty investigators.

Patricia Champion Frist Hall

In 1998 the 20,259-square-foot Patricia Champion Frist
building, located adjacent to Godchaux Hall, was completed.

is building houses the Frist Nursing Informatics Center, a
multi-media classroom with installed networking for seventy-

ve students, a health-assessment/multipurpose classroom, a
student lounge, a reception area, and  y faculty o ces. Two
of the larger classrooms have installed infrastructure capable
of video streaming live lectures. Godchaux Hall, the Annex,
and Frist Hall are joined by a common Atrium.  us, the three
buildings of the School of Nursing and the Atrium form a self-
contained, cohesive instructional and social complex.

The Frist Nursing Informatics Center (FNIC). The FNIC
student computer labs, located in Patricia Champion Frist
Hall, are equipped with twenty-seven Dell Precision T1500
computers (Intel i5-750 2.66GHz processor with 2 GB of
RAM and a 250GB hard drive loaded with Windows 7, a 48X
CD-RW/DVD-RW drive, and USB access for a personal
thumb drive), two scanners, and three laser printers. An
additional eight units are installed in a Testing Lab to accom-
modate the growth of proctored Web-based testing in a quiet
environment. All computers are placed on a three-year rota-
tion cycle. For some courses, students schedule testing dates in
order to suit individual needs within a range of dates allowed
by course faculty.

A full range of so ware is available for document prepara-
tion; however, fewer tools are available on computers dedi-
cated to testing. Instructional so ware is also available over
the network or via CD/DVDs from the media library. Faculty
and students use a Web-based course management system
called OAK (Online Access to Knowledge) which is built on
Blackboard, for most course communication, group activities,
and the sharing of course resources. In addition, two-way syn-
chronous audio and graphic collaboration is available using a
Web conferencing system called Microso LiveMeeting; and
two-way, multi-point IP-based video collaboration is available
using a system called Scopia. Experts in graphics, interactive
educational design, and information technology are avail-
able through the FNIC. Consultation and troubleshooting
activities include assistance with design and development of
instructional strategies, development of specialized interactive
computer-based programs and webpages, design and mainte-
nance of databases, design and development of graphics and
instructional materials, video production, and audiovisual
editing services. e FNIC implements and maintains quality
assurance for School of Nursing webpages and printed materi-
als with assistance from designated departmental sta and
program faculty.

Vanderbilt Dayani Center for Health and Wellness

The Kim Dayani Center is a medically based fitness/health
promotion center which specializes in the modification of
risk factors, including those related to cardiovascular disease,
weight management, stress, sedentary lifestyle, and smoking.
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