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Dear Vanderbilt Alumni and Friends:

We are excited to present this exceptional thirteen day journey through 
two of South America’s most culturally and geographically diverse coun-
tries, Argentina and Chile and their cosmopolitan capitals, Buenos Aires 
and Santiago.  

Accompanying you throughout the journey will be Marshall C. Eakin, 
Professor of History.  Professor Eakin has written extensively on South 
America and is a favorite among Vanderbilt students for his fascinating 
lectures and will be a remarkable resource for this extraordinary region.

Your Patagonian sojourn begins in Buenos Aires, the “Paris of South 
America,” with its cultural atmosphere and stately neighborhoods. You’ll 
then fly to Ushuaia to explore Tierra del Fuego National Park, famous 
for its abundant wildlife, dense forest and snow-capped Andean peaks.

For the cruise portion of this compelling voyage, you’ll board the new 
136-passenger Via Australis, which combines well-appointed accommo-
dations and personalized service with meticulous environmental sensitiv-
ity.  You’ll sail from Ushuaia through the Beagle Channel and Murray 
Channel and weather permitting to Cape Horn National Park.  Here, 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans merge at the last promontory of South 
America.  Over the next two days, you’ll sail among the islands, icebergs, 
and glaciers disembarking often to get a closer look at the extraordinary 
natural history of the region including penguins and sea lions.

Following your crossing of the Strait of Magellan you will disembark 
in Punta Arenas, historic capital of the Magallanes region, a bustling 
port city at the bottom of the world.  Then you will continue traveling 
through the Patagonian pampas to the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
of Torres del Paine National Park set amid monolithic granite spires, 
azure colored lakes, and glaciers.  Here condors ride on currents 
above the Andes, and foxes, rheas, and guanacos give chase in the 
windswept pampas. 

The tour concludes in Santiago, at the foot of the Andes with a visit to 
the Pre-Columbian Museum, and lunch at a Chilean winery.

This trip will excite your senses and give you a deeper appreciation of the 
rich cultural and natural history heritage of Argentina and Chile.  Join 
Vanderbilt Alumni during the southern hemisphere’s summer when the 
landscapes are majestic and the weather is beautiful!

Sincerely,

Bill Ray Caldwell, BA’85
President
Vanderbilt Alumni Association
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Vanderbilt Travel Program 
Office of Alumni Relations
PMB 407735
2301 Vanderbilt Place  
Nashville, TN 37240-7735

Enclosed is a check or credit authorization for $___________ ($800 deposit per person) payable to “ROYAL ADVENTURES” to hold 

______ place(s) on the Patagonia Spectacular, October 27 – November 8, 2009.  Final Payment is due July 29, 2009.

Name as on passport____________________________________________________________________Class Year_______________________

Name as on passport____________________________________________________________________Class Year_______________________

Preferred name on badge: 1)_____________________________________________2)_____________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________ State ___________________ Zip _____________________________

Phones: Home (     ) ____________ Office (     ) _______________ Fax (     ) ____________ E-mail: _______________________________

Please indicate choice of cabin category in order of preference: 1st choice:______________________ 2nd choice _____________________

o I will require single accommodations (at a supplemental fee of 50-100% of the double cabin rate, limited availability.)

o I/We will take care of our own international flight arrangements

o Please make round-trip flight arrangements from: ________________________________________________________________________

Please charge my deposit of $800 per person to:     

o Mastercard o Visa o AMEX  Card # ________________________________________________ Exp. Date: _______ /_______

I/We confirm that I/We have carefully read the Costs and Conditions and Responsibility sections of this brochure and agree to 

their terms.

Signature _____________________________________Date ________ Signature _____________________________________Date ________

Please sign and return this form with deposit check payable to “Royal Adventures” or credit card authorization to:

Vanderbilt Travel Program 
Office of Alumni Relations, PMB 407735

2301 Vanderbilt Place  Nashville, TN 37240-7735

RESERVATION FORM

Horseback Riding Torres del Paine

Cover Photo: Torres del Paine National Park

PATAGONIA SPECTACULAR         OCTOBER 27 - NOVEMBER 8, 2009

VANDERBILT FACULTY

Marshall C. Eakin, Professor of His-
tory, is a historian of Latin America 
specializing in the history of Brazil.  His 
major publications have concentrated on 
economic and business history, industri-
alization, and the processes of national-
ism and nation-building--primarily in 
the twentieth century.  Much of his 
work addresses audiences beyond the 
academy.  These include a one-volume 
introduction to Brazil for beginners and 
two video courses with the Teaching 
Company.  In 2007, Palgrave published 
his latest book, Collision of Cultures:  
A History of Latin America.  From 
2000-2004, Eakin served as chair of the 
History Department.  Eakin has been 
the recipient of the Jeffrey Nordhaus 
Award for Excellence in Undergradu-
ate Teaching (1991), the Chancellor’s 
Cup (1994), the Madison Sarratt Prize 
for Excellence in Undergraduate Teach-
ing (1994), the Ernest A. Jones Faculty 
Adviser Award (1996), the Alumni 
Education Award (1999), and a Chair 
of Teaching Excellence (1998-2001).  
He was recently named the Joe B. Wyatt 
Distinguished Professor (2004-2005).  
He has participated as the faculty lec-
turer on seven Vanderbilt tours.
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Via Australis Cruise



TERMS AND CONDITIONS

PROGRAM COST INCLUDES: All accommodations 
and meals as specified in the itinerary; three-night 
cruise aboard the deluxe Via Australis; open bar 
while cruising aboard the Via Australis; all land 
and water transportation; airport/hotel/pier 
group transfers; local domestic airport departure 
taxes; entrance fees; baggage handling; basic gra-
tuities to guides and drivers; leadership; coordina-
tion and administration.
PROGRAM COST DOES NOT INCLUDE:   Airfare, 
neither international nor in-tour air (quoted 
separately); customary shipboard gratuities; 
reciprocity entrance fee into Chile; excess bag-
gage charges; meals not specified in the itinerary; 
personal items such as laundry, fax or telephone 
calls; alcoholic beverages, dishes or beverages not 
included with meals; room service; passport fees; 
individual transfers; optional gratuity to tour man-
ager, medical expenses, travel insurance, optional 
extensions or deviations from the scheduled tour.  
Any increases in airport taxes, security, or fuel 
surcharges imposed after the initial pricing of this 
program are not included.
RESERVATIONS, DEPOSITS, AND FINAL 
PAYMENT: To reserve a space on this tour, please 
mail authorization of a credit card payment or a 
check made payable to “Royal Adventures” for 
$800 per person with a completed reservation 
form to: Vanderbilt Travel Program, Office 
of Alumni Relations, PMB 407735, 2301 
Vanderbilt Place, Nashville, TN  37240-
7735.  Reservations are acknowledged in order 
of receipt.  Final payment is due July 29, 2009 
and must be paid by check.  Royal Adventures 
handles all bookings, ticketing, and invoicing.  
CST #2009579-40    
CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: Refunds, less a 
cancellation fee of $350 per person, are made if 
we are notified in writing on or before July 29, 
2009.  No refunds are made after that date. All 
cancellations must be made in writing.  There 
are no refunds for unused meals, accommoda-
tions, or other trip features.   
TRAVEL INSURANCE: We strongly recommend the 
purchase of trip cancellation insurance.  An appli-
cation for travel insurance will be available upon 
confirmation and with the final payment invoice. 

Neither the Alumni Relations Office of Vanderbilt 
University nor Royal Adventures accepts liability 
for any airline cancellation penalty incurred by the 
purchase of a non-refundable airline ticket or other 
expenses incurred by tour participants in preparing 
for the tour. 
QUESTIONS: Please contact Vanderbilt 
Travel Program, (615) 322-2929 or 
alumni.travel@vanderbilt.edu or Briana Gerot, 
Royal Adventures (925) 820-6260 or 
1-800-453-4754.
RESPONSIBILITY: Royal Adventures, its owners and 
employees act only as agents for the various independent 
suppliers and contractors providing transportation, hotel 
accommodations, restaurant and other services connected 
with this tour. Such travel and services are subject to the 
terms and conditions under which such accommoda-
tions, services and transportation are offered or provided, 
and Vanderbilt University and Royal Adventures and 
their respective, employees, agents, representatives, 
and assigns, accept no liability therefore.  Vanderbilt 
University and Royal Adventures assume no liability for 
any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or other irregu-
larity which may be caused by the defect of any aircraft 
or vehicle or the negligence or default of any company 
or person engaged in carrying out or performing any of 
the services involved.  Additionally, responsibility is not 
accepted for losses, injury, damages or expenses of any 
kind due to sickness, weather, strikes, local laws, hostili-
ties, wars, terrorist acts, and acts of nature or other such 
causes.  All services and accommodations are subject 
to the laws of the country in which they are provided.  
Vanderbilt University and Royal Adventures reserve the 
right to make changes in the published itinerary when-
ever, in their sole judgment, conditions warrant, or if 
they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience or 
safety of the tour participants.  They reserve the right 
to withdraw this tour without penalty.  The right is also 
reserved to decline to accept or retain any person as a 
member of the tour, or to substitute another qualified 
leader or special guest.  Baggage and personal effects are 
the sole responsibility of the owners at all times.  The 
price of the program is given in good faith based on 
current tariffs and rates, and is subject to change.  Any 
tariff, exchange rate, airfare, or fuel increases will be 
passed onto participants.  Neither Vanderbilt University 
nor Royal Adventures accept the liability for any airline 
cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase of a non-
refundable airline ticket.  The air ticket when issued shall 
constitute the sole contract between the passenger and 
the airline concerned.  As part of the consideration and 
right to participate in this tour, each participant will be 
asked to sign a liability release.
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Tuesday, October 27
USA / BUENOS AIRES
Depart on an overnight flight from the U.S. 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Overnight flight 
(meals aloft)
    
Wednesday, October 28
BUENOS AIRES
Arrive this morning in Buenos Aires and 
transfer to the hotel.  An afternoon walking 
tour of the area surrounding the hotel will 
introduce you to this grand metropolis on 
the banks of the River Plate.  Explore the 
area around the historical Plaza San Martín 
with its monuments, the famous Calle 
Florida with its fine shops, and Calle Arroyo 
with its art galleries.  Admire 19th century 
French-style architecture in many beauti-
ful buildings like the Ministry of External 
Affairs, and the Military Museum.  This 
evening, you gather for a welcome cocktail 
reception and dinner.  LoiSuite Recoleta (D)    
Thursday, October 29
BUENOS AIRES
Feel the European influence of this capital 
as you tour the major sights.  Highlights 
include the Plaza de Mayor, the National 
Cathedral, and Casa Rosada (Presidential 
Palace), the fames pink building from which 
Eva and Juan Domingo Perón addressed the 
masses.  Tour La Boca neighborhood and 
the famous Caminito, an area of colorfully 
painted houses where many artists display 
their wares.  See the bohemian San Telmo, 
one of the oldest neighborhoods in Buenos 
Aires with early nineteenth century colonial 
buildings and cobblestone streets.  Lunch 
is at the famous Café Tortoni, which has 
been a feature of the Porteño since 1858.  
After lunch you’ll visit the Museum of 
Hispanic-American art of Isaac Fernandez 
Blanco, a superb colonial building housing 
spectacular pieces of 18th and 19th century 
silverware.  In the evening, gather for dinner 
and a tango show at Esquina Carlos Gardel.  
LoiSuite Recoleta (B, L, D)    

Friday, October 30
BUENOS AIRES / USHUAIA
Depart on a flight to Ushuaia, the most 
important Argentinean city on Tierra del 
Fuego and the southernmost city in the 
world.  After a city tour, the remainder of 
the afternoon is unscheduled to further 
explore the streets of the city or visit some 
of the fascinating museums on your own.  
Los Cauquenes (B)    
Saturday, October 31
USHUAIA
Spend the day roaming in the splendors 
of Tierra del Fuego National Park, famous 
for its abundant wildlife, dense forests and 
snow-capped Anden peaks that are reflected 
in the shimmering waters of the Beagle 
Channel.  Although close to the Antarctic 
Circle, you’ll discover forests of large trees 
due to a much milder climate than one 
would expect.  Return to Ushuaia this 
afternoon and embark the Via Australis, 
your home for the next three nights.  This 
evening, sail through the Beagle Channel 
towards Cape Horn.  Via Australis 
(B, L, D)    
Sunday, November 1
CAPE HORN 
Cruise along the Beagle Channel and 
Murray Channel this morning amongst 
snowcapped peaks of rugged moun-
tains that rise from the deep blue waters.  
Weather permitting, disembark at Cabo 
de Hornos (Cape Horn) National Park, 
the southernmost point of South America.  
Visit Horn Island for a panoramic view of 
the famous and mythical Cape Horn, the 
place where the Pacific and Atlantic oceans 
merge.  Sail along the Darwin Cordillera 
through the Tierra del Fuego archipelago 
with its mountainous islands, rocky islets, 
intricate channels and deeply indented 
shores, formed when glaciers retreated after 
the last Ice Age.  Come ashore at Wulaia 
Bay, a historical indigenous settlement, and 
walk to an observation point to admire the 
gorgeous bay below at sunset.  Continue 

navigating through the majestic “Avenue of 
the Glaciers” this evening.  Via Australis 
(B, L, D)    
Monday, November 2
CHICO INLET
Today you’ll disembark at Chico Inlet for 
a zodiac boat approach to Piloto and Nena 
glaciers and then continue cruising.  
Via Australis (B, L, D)    
Tuesday, November 3
MAGDALENA ISLAND / PUNTA 
ARENAS / TORRRES DEL PAINE 
NATIONAL PARK
Cruise the Strait of Magellan – named 
after Ferdinand Magellan, the Portuguese 
explorer.  With the first light of dawn, dis-
embark at Magdalena Island, the home to 
an enormous penguin colony as well as sea 
lions, cormorants, and other birds.  Walk to 
the lighthouse, which was used to guide the 
exploring sailors on their way across the Strait 
of Magellan.  Later this morning disembark 
the Via Australis for the final time.  Lunch 
is at the Sara Braun house, a mansion turned 
museum.  Relive an elegant by-gone era as 
we dine among antiques and paintings.  After 
lunch, tour the local cemetery and explore 
the Salesian Museum’s exhibits on the 
region’s flora, fauna, minerals and indigenous 
tribes.  Later that day travel north through 
the Patagonian pampas to Torres del Paine 
National Park.  Hotel Río Serrano (B, L, D)    
Wednesday-Thursday, 
November 4-5
TORRES DEL PAINE 
NATIONAL PARK
By far, the most impressive sight in south-
ern Chile is Torres del Paine National Park.  
Hidden at the southernmost end of the 
Andes, it is one of the newest nature reserves 
in South America.  The dramatic mountain 
formations of towering rock, windswept 
pampas, ice fields, and glaciers, make it an 
impressive and unforgettable sight.  Look 
for herds of guanacos and rheas, flamingos, 
condors, foxes, geese, and black-necked 

swans.  Lakes and lagoons of different hues 
of blue, green and gray abound.  The park 
is surrounded by impressive mountains 
including the famous Cuernos del Paine 
(Paine Horns), twisted pillars of gray gran-
ite, dusted with snow that rise from the 
flat Patagonian plain.  Hike, ride horses or 
relax in the park individually or with one of 
the expert guides.  Hotel Río Serrano (2B, 
2L, 2D)    
Friday, November 6
TORRES DEL PAINE / PUNTA 
ARENAS / SANTIAGO
Depart this morning for Punta Arenas, 
Chile’s southernmost city located on the 
Strait of Magellan opposite Tierra del 
Fuego.  An afternoon flight to Santiago 
will offer, weather permitting, magnificent 
views of the Andes Mountains, its snow-
capped peaks, glaciers, and ice fields as they 
stream downward, feeding the lakes below.  
Upon arrival in Santiago transfer to your 
hotel. Plaza del Bosque (B)    
Saturday, November 7
SANTIAGO / USA
A city tour will introduce you to this city 
at the foot of the Andes.  Included in your 
visit will be the excellent pre-Columbian 
Museum that chronicles 4,500 years of 
pre-Columbian civilization in the Americas.  
Explore the city’s historical center, 
including La Moneda, the reconstructed 
Neoclassical building which houses the 
executive branch of Chile’s government; 
and the colonial San Francisco Church.  
Mark the journey’s end with a celebra-
tory farewell lunch at a vineyard in the 
Maipo Valley just outside of Santiago.  The 
remainder of the afternoon is unsched-
uled before a later return flight home.  
Overnight flight (B, L)    
Sunday, November 8
USA
Arrive in the U.S. this morning and con-
nect to flights homeward.  
(meals aloft)

$7,735

$7,995

$8,290

$8,380

LAND/CRUISE PROGRAM COST:

(Per person based on double occupancy.)
 
CABIN CATEGORY                        LAND/CRUISE COST                    EARLY BOOKING

Cabin B

Cabin A

Cabin AA

Cabin AAA

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT:

*Make your reservations on or before June 30, 2009 and save $150 per person.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:

50 - 100% of the double cabin rate, based upon availability.

SAMPLE COACH AIRFARE FROM SFO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,645*

(*As of February 2009 and is subject to change.  International airfare from Miami is approxi-
mately $1,060 + in-tour flights approximately $585.)

$7,585

$7,845

$8,140

$8,230

ABOUT THE 
M/V VIA AUSTRALISTA 
ARENAS / SANTIAGO
The M/V Via Australis is a 
new ocean-going vessel with 
a capacity of 136.  It has four 
decks and 64 cabins.  All cab-
ins have lower beds, picture 
windows, private bathrooms, 
air conditioning and closets.  
Activities on board take place 
in two lounges-Yamana and 
Sky-and the Patagonia din-
ing room.  The ship also has 
an infirmary, a shop, a game 
room and a small library.  The 
ship has an open bar and excel-
lent Chilean wines are served with dinner.  The Via Australis generally will 
offer one or two daily shore excursions, which are divided into three different 
group according to abilities and the choice of the passenger (easy, medium 
and challenging).

Cabin Dining Room Lounge

DISCOUNT*


