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The Parent Involvement Project (PIP) Parent and Teacher Questionnaires were developed to conduct the third in a series of four OERI-funded research projects. The projects were designed to examine the following questions: (a) Why do parents choose to become involved in their children’s education? (b) How does their involvement, once engaged, influence children’s educational achievement and attitudinal variables that influence achievement? Grounded in Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler’s (1995, 1997) model of the parental involvement process, this study examined Levels Three—the mechanisms of parent involvement (modeling, reinforcement, and instruction) —and Level Four—student’s proximal outcomes (motivation, strategy use, social self efficacy for teachers, social self-efficacy for peers, and academic self-efficacy). Of specific interest was the extent to which the influence of parent actions was mediated by student perceptions of their parents’ homework involvement, and whether some mechanisms were more related to some student proximal outcomes than others. Thus, items focus on how the parent’s use of each mechanism relates to the identified student outcomes. Two questionnaires were developed to assess parent and student reports of the Level Three predictors and the level Four the outcome variable. 

Scales included in the PIP Student Questionnaire are the following:

1. Student Perceptions of Parents’ Implicit Behavior
2. Students Perception of Parents’ Explicit Behavior

3. Student Self-Report of: Active Engagement

4. Student Self-Report of: Social Self-Efficacy for Relating to Peers

5. Student Self-Report of: Social Self-Efficacy for Relating to Teachers
Scales included in the PIP Parent Questionnaire are the following:

1. Parent Self-Reported use of Parents’ Modeling

2. Parent Self-Reported use of Encouragement
3. Parent Self-Reported use of Reinforcement

4. Parent Self-Reported Use of Instruction
5. Parents Choice of Involvement- DV

Student Perceptions of Parents’ Implicit Behavior:
(10 items) reported standardized alpha = .69
Source : Lab developed

This scale assesses the extent to which a student perceives that the parent models behavior conducive to achievement (i.e., intrinsic motivation to learn, strategy use, and academic and social self-efficacy) during homework involvement.
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not true = 1, A little true = 2, Pretty true = 3, Very true = 4

Instructions

Dear Student, Families do many different things when they help children with school.  Please think about how your family helps you with school and fill in the circle that matches what is most true for them. Thank you!

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 10 to 40. Higher scores indicate that the child perceives more implicit behaviors by his or her parents.
Items


Stem:



The person in my family who usually helps me with my homework…

… likes to learn new things.




…wants to learn as much as possible.



…likes to solve problems.




…enjoys figuring things out.




…knows how to solve problems.



…tries a different way if he or she has trouble solving a problem.







…doesn’t get upset when he or she has trouble solving a problem.





… can learn new things.





…asks other people for help when a problem is hard to solve.




… can explain what he or she thinks to other people.



Students Perception of Parents’ Explicit Behavior (33 items)  

reported standardized alpha = .92
Source : Lab developed

This scale assesses the extent to which a student perceives that the parent instructs, encourages, and reinforces behavior conducive to achievement (i.e., intrinsic motivation to learn, strategy use, and academic and social self-efficacy) during homework involvement.
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not true = 1, A little true = 2, Pretty true = 3, Very true = 4

Instructions

Dear Student, Families do many different things when they help children with school.  Please think about how your family helps you with school and fill in the circle that matches what is most true for them. Thank you! 

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 33 to 132. Higher scores indicate that the child perceives more explicit behaviors by his or her parents.
Items


Stem:



The person in my family who usually helps me with my homework…

… teaches me ways to make my homework fun.


…teaches me how to find out more about things that interest me.



…teaches me to try the problems that help me learn the most.



…teaches me to have a good attitude about my homework.




…teaches me to make sure I understand one part before I go on to the next.



…teaches me to take a break from my work when I get frustrated.



…teaches me how to check my homework as I go along.



…teaches me to go at my own pace while doing my homework.





…teaches me to keep trying when I get stuck.


…teaches me to stick with my homework until I get it all done.



…teaches me to work hard.




…teaches me to ask questions when I don't understand something.



…teaches me how to get along with others in my class.



…teaches me to follow the teacher's directions.
 

…teaches me to talk with the teacher when I have questions.





…shows me that he or she likes it when I learn as much as possible.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I have a good attitude about doing my homework.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I learn new things.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I check my work.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I understand how to solve problems.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I organize my schoolwork.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I find new ways to do my work when I get stuck.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I stick with a problem until it gets solved.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I work hard on my homework.


…shows me that he or she likes it when I keep working on my homework even when I don't feel like it.



…shows me that he or she likes it when I ask the teacher for help.



…shows me that he or she likes it when I explain what I think to the teacher.



…shows me that he or she likes it when I explain what I think about school to him or her.


…encourages me when I don't feel like doing my schoolwork.






…encourages me when I have trouble organizing my schoolwork.



…encourages me to be aware of how I'm doing with my schoolwork.



…encourages me to try new ways to do schoolwork when I'm having a hard time.





…encourages me when I have trouble doing my schoolwork.



Student Self-Report of Attributes Conducive to Achievement 

Student Self-Report of: Active Engagement (13 items)
 reported standardized alpha = .82
Source : Lab developed

This scale assesses the extent to which a student engages in behavior and endorses beliefs conducive to achievement (i.e., intrinsic motivation to learn, strategy use, academic self-efficacy).
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not true = 1, A little true = 2, Pretty true = 3, Very true = 4

Instructions

Dear Student, Students have many different ideas about school and homework. Please tell us how true each of the following ideas are for you. There are no right or wrong answers. The right answer is the answer that is most true for you. Your parents and teachers will NOT see what you say. Thank you!

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 13 to 52. Higher scores indicate greater reported active engagement in school learning.

I want to learn as much as possible.



I want to understand how to solve problems.



I like to look for more information about school subjects.



I want to learn new things.


I ask myself questions as I go along to make sure my homework makes sense to me.



I try to figure out the hard parts on my own.



I go back over things I don’t understand.




I can do even the hardest homework if I try.




I can learn the things taught in school.




When I stick with it, I can do a good job on all my homework.




I can figure out difficult homework.



I ask for help from my parents when I have trouble understanding something.




I try to find a place that makes it easier to do my homework.


Student Self-Report of: Social Self-Efficacy for Relating to Peers (4 items) reported standardized alpha = .62
Source : Lab developed

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not true = 1, A little true = 2, Pretty true = 3, Very true = 4

Instructions

Dear Student, Students have many different ideas about school and homework. Please tell us how true each of the following ideas are for you. There are no right or wrong answers. The right answer is the answer that is most true for you. Your parents and teachers will NOT see what you say. Thank you!

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 4 to 16. Higher scores indicate greater reported efficacy for relating to peers.



I can get along with other students in my class.




I can work well with other students in my class.




It's easy for me to start a conversation with other students in my class.




When other students are doing something, it's hard for me to join in with them. R


Student Self-Report of: Social Self-Efficacy for Relating to Teachers (6 items) reported standardized alpha = .69
Source : Lab developed

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not true = 1, A little true = 2, Pretty true = 3, Very true = 4

Instructions

Dear Student, Students have many different ideas about school and homework. Please tell us how true each of the following ideas are for you. There are no right or wrong answers. The right answer is the answer that is most true for you. Your parents and teachers will NOT see what you say. Thank you!

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 6 to 24. Higher scores indicate greater reported efficacy for relating to teachers.

It's hard for me to get along with my teachers. 


I find it easy to go and talk with my teachers.


I can get my teachers to help me if I have problems with other students.


I can explain what I think to my teachers.


I ask the teacher to tell me how well I'm doing in class.

I ask for help from the teacher when I have trouble understanding something.
Parent Scales


Parent Self-Reported use of Parents’ Modeling:(5 items) reported standardized alpha = .81
Source : Lab developed
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not at all true = 1, A bit little true = 2, Somewhat true = 3, Often true = 4, Mostly True=5, Completely True=6

Instructions

Parents and families do many different things when they help their children with schoolwork.  We would like to know how true the following things are for you and your family when you help your child with schoolwork.  Please think about the current school year as you read and respond to each item.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 5 to 30. Higher scores indicate that the parent reports using more modeling behaviors.
Items

We show this child that we like to learn new things.

We show this child that we like to plan ahead.

We show this child that we know how to solve problems.

We show this child that we pay attention to how well things are going.

We show this child that we try different ways to solve a problem when things get hard.

Parent Self-Reported use of Encouragement:(5 items) reported standardized alpha = .84
Source : Lab developed
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not at all true = 1, A bit little true = 2, Somewhat true = 3, Often true = 4, Mostly True=5, Completely True=6

Instructions

Parents and families do many different things when they help their children with schoolwork.  We would like to know how true the following things are for you and your family when you help your child with schoolwork.  Please think about the current school year as you read and respond to each item.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 5 to 30. Higher scores indicate that the parent reports using more encouragement behaviors.
Items
We encourage this child when he or she doesn’t feel like doing schoolwork.

We encourage this child when he or she has trouble organizing schoolwork.

We encourage this child to be aware of how he or she is doing with schoolwork.

We encourage this child to try new ways to do schoolwork when he or she is having a hard time.

We encourage this child when he or she has trouble doing schoolwork.

Parent Self-Reported use of Reinforcement: (5 items) reported standardized alpha = .89
Source : Lab developed
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not at all true = 1, A bit little true = 2, Somewhat true = 3, Often true = 4, Mostly True=5, Completely True=6

Instructions

Parents and families do many different things when they help their children with schoolwork.  We would like to know how true the following things are for you and your family when you help your child with schoolwork.  Please think about the current school year as you read and respond to each item.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 5 to 30. Higher scores indicate that the parent reports using more reinforcement behaviors.
Items

We show this child we like it when he or she is interested in learning new things.

We show this child we like it when he or she organizes his or her schoolwork.


We show this child we like it when he or she uses good ways to learn new things.

We show this child we like it when he or she checks his or her school work.
We show this child we like it when he or she finds new ways to do schoolwork when he or she gets stuck.

Parent Self-Reported Use of Instruction: (8 items) reported standardized alpha = .79
Source : Lab developed
Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a Not true to Very true response format:

Not at all true = 1, A bit little true = 2, Somewhat true = 3, Often true = 4, Mostly True=5, Completely True=6

Instructions

Parents and families do many different things when they help their children with schoolwork.  We would like to know how true the following things are for you and your family when you help your child with schoolwork.  Please think about the current school year as you read and respond to each item.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 8 to 48. Higher scores indicate that the parent reports using more instructional behaviors.
Items

We teach this child that understanding the problem is more important than finding the answer.

We teach this child to go at his or her own pace while doing schoolwork.

We teach this child to solve problems by breaking them into smaller parts.

We teach this child to memorize answers to problems.

We teach this child that getting the right answer is important.

We teach this child new ways to do schoolwork when he or she gets stuck.

We teach this child to use flash cards to learn the right answers.

We teach this child ways to keep working when he or she doesn’t want to do schoolwork.


	Subscale:  Child-Specific Involvement reported standardized alpha = .86
...keeps an eye on this child’s progress.
...talks with this child about the school day.
...supervises this child's homework.

...practices spelling, math or other skills with this child.

...reads with this child.

...helps this child study for tests.

Subscale:  School-General Involvement reported standardized alpha = ..82
...helps out at this child's school.
...attends special events at school.
...volunteers to go on class field trips.
...attends PTO meetings.
…goes to the school's open-house.



Scale: Dependent Variable:  Types of Involvement (11 items) total reported standardized alpha = .87


Source


Adapted from a scale entitled "Parents' Involvement on All Types of Activities" developed by:


Epstein, J.L., and Salinas, K. C. (1993). School and Family Partnerships:  Surveys and summaries. Center on Families, Communities, Schools and Children's Learning and 


from Hoover-Dempsey, K.V., Walker, J.M.T., Jones, K.P., & Reed, R.P. (2002). �Teachers Involving Parents (TIP): An in-service teacher education program for enhancing parental involvement. Teaching and Teacher Education, 18 (7), 1-25.





Response format and scale


All items in the scale use a 6 point frequency response format:  1 = never; 2 = 1 or 2 times; 3 = 4 or 5 times; 4 = once a week; 5 = a few times a week; 6 = daily


Instructions 


Dear Parent, please indicate HOW OFTEN the following have happened SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THIS SCHOOL YEAR? 

















PAGE  
9

