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The (PIP) Parent and Teacher Questionnaires were developed to conduct the first in a series of four OERI funded research projects designed to examine the following questions: (a) Why do parents choose to become involved in their elementary children’s education? (b) How does their involvement, once engaged, influence children’s educational achievement and attitudinal variables that influence achievement?  The first study will examine the contributions of hypothesized predictors (role construction, sense of efficacy, and invitations to involvement) to parents’ basic involvement decision.


The (PIP) Parent and Teacher Questionnaires are grounded in Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler’s (1995,1997) model of the parental involvement process.  The Parent Questionnaire assesses parents’ reports of the variables identified by the model as influencing parent’s decisions about involvement in their child’s education.


The eight scales included in the (PIP) Parent Questionnaire and the four scales included in the Teacher Questionnaire are described in the following pages.  The description for each scale includes source, instructions to parents, response scales, and all items. 

The scales included in the (PIP) Parent Questionnaire are the following:

Independent Variables 

· Parent’s Perceptions of Self-Efficacy For Helping Child Succeed in School (11 items)

· Parent’s Role Construction (22 items)

This scale has been divided into two scales (beliefs & behaviors) for the questionnaire but it should be construed as one variable.

Parent Role Construction (Beliefs) (11 items)

Three Subscales:

1.  Parent-focused Role Construction (3 items)

2.  School-focused Role Construction (4 items)

3. Partnership-focused Role Construction (4 items)

Parent Role Construction (Behaviors) (11 items)

Three Subscales:

1.  Parent-focused Role Construction (5 items)

2.  School-focused Role Construction (3 items)

3.  Partnership-focused Role Construction (3 items)

· Parent’s Perceptions of General Invitations for Involvement from the School(11 items)

Three Subscales:

1.  School-focused School Climate (5 items)

2.  Empowerment-focused School Climate (3 items)

3.  Communication-focused School Climate (3 items)

· Parent’s Perceptions of General Invitations for Involvement from the Child (4 items)

Dependent Variable
Decisions to Become Involved (13 items)

The scales included in the (PIP) Teacher Questionnaire are the following:
· Teacher’s Self-Efficacy For Helping Children Succeed in School (11 items)

· Teacher’s Perceptions of General Invitations for Involvement from the School (11 items)

Three Subscales:

1.  School-focused School Climate (5 items)

2.  Empowerment-focused School Climate (3 items)

3.  Communication-focused School Climate (3 items)

Additional Scale

Barriers to participation (13 items) *Pilot work for Study 2

Parent Involvement Project (PIP) Parent Questionnaire

Scale:  Parent’s Perceptions of Self-Efficacy for Helping the Child Succeed in School (11 items) reported standardized alpha = .80 

Source

Adapted from Hoover-Dempsey, K. V., Bassler, O. C., & Brissie, J. S. (1992). Explorations in parent-school relations. Journal of Educational Research, 85, (5), 287-294. Reported alpha = .80

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a disagree very strongly to agree very strongly response format:

Disagree very strongly = 1, disagree = 2, disagree just a little = 3, agree just a little = 4, agree =5, agree very strongly = 6

Instructions

Please indicate how much you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements.  Please think about the current school year as you consider each statement.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 11 to 66. Higher scores indicate a stronger sense of efficacy for helping the child succeed in school.

Scale (11 items)










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

I know how to help my child do well in school.


A1

I don’t know if I’m getting through to my child.(reverse scored)
A10

I don’t know how to help my child make good


A14

grades in school.

If I try hard, I can get through to my child, even


A15

when s/he has difficulty understanding something.

A student’s motivation to do well in school depends


A17

on the parents.

I feel successful about my efforts to help my child learn.

A21

Other children have more influence on my child’s  (reverse scored)
A24

grades than I do.

I don’t know how to help my child learn.  (reverse scored)

A27

I make a significant difference in my child’s school


A31

performance.

Other children have more influence on my child’s  (reverse scored)
A33

motivation to do well in school than I do.

My efforts to help my child learn are successful.


A36

Parent Involvement Project (PIP) Parent Questionnaire

Scale:  Parent’s Role Construction 
reported standardized alpha for all belief and behavior items = .69

Subscale Combination standardized alphas:

Parent-focused Role Construction = .617
School-focused Role Construction = .629

Partnership-focused Role Construction = .722

Source

Adapted from Hoover-Dempsey, K.V., Walker, J.M.T., Jones, K.P., & Reed, R.P. (2002). 
Teachers Involving Parents (TIP): An in-service teacher education program for enhancing parental involvement. Teaching and Teacher Education, 18 (7), 1-25.

The scale includes three subscales: Parent-focused Role Construction, School-focused Role Construction, Partnership-focused Role Construction.  Each subscale contains items assessing parents beliefs related to role and parent behaviors related to role.

Response format and scales

All belief items in the scale use a disagree very strongly to agree very strongly format:

Disagree very strongly = 1, disagree = 2, disagree just a little = 3, agree just a little = 4, agree =5, agree very strongly = 6

All behavior items in the scale use a never to daily format:
Never = 1, once so far this year = 2, about once each month = 3, once every two weeks = 4, once a week = 5, daily = 6

Instructions

The instructions for beliefs:

For response option disagree very strongly to agree very strongly:

Please indicate how much you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements.  Please think about the current school year as you consider each statement.

The instructions for behaviors:

Please indicate HOW OFTEN you have engaged in the following behaviors so far this school year.
Subscale scoring

Parent-focused Role Construction:  total subscale scores range from 8 to 48.  Higher scores indicate a stronger parent-focused role construct. 

School-focused Role Construction:  total subscale scores range from 7 to 56.  Higher scores indicate a stronger school-focused role construct. 

Partnership-focused Role Construction:  total subscale scores range from 7 to 56.  Higher scores indicate a stronger partner-focused role construct. 

Subscale:  Parent-focused Role Construction 









Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

Belief items:

It’s my job to explain tough assignments to my child.

A7

It’s my job to make sure my child understands his or

A20

her assignments.

I make it my business to stay on top of things at school.

A38

Behavior items:


I kept an eye on my child’s progress




A6
I made sure that my child’s homework got done.


D1

I helped my child study for tests or quizzes.



D2

I talked to my child about what he or she is learning.

D5

I took my child to the library, community events, or 


D7

similar places.

Subscale:  School-focused Role Construction  










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

Beliefs:

I assume my child is doing all right when I don’t hear 

A4

anything from the school.

The teacher has to let me know about a problem before

A12

I can do something about it.

I get most of my information about my child’s progress

A16

from report cards.

My child’s learning is mainly up to the teacher and my 

A37

child.

Behaviors:

I expected the school to notify me if my child had a 


A39

problem.

I expected my child to do his or her homework at school.

A40

I relied on the teacher to make sure my child understands

A41

his or her assignments.

Subscale:  Partnership-focused Role Construction  










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

Beliefs:

I like to spend time at my child’s school when I can.


A3

It’s important that I let the teacher know about things

A18

that concern my child.

I find it helpful to talk with the teacher.



A23

My child’s teacher(s) know(s) me.




A30

Behaviors:


I exchanged phone calls or notes with my child’s teacher.

D3

I got advice from the teacher.





D4

I contacted the teacher with questions about schoolwork.

D6


Scale:  Parent’s Perceptions of General Invitations for Involvement from the School (11 items) reported standardized alpha = .88

Source

Adapted from Griffith’s parent satisfaction survey:  Griffith, J. (1996, February). Parent and student satisfaction with elementary schools in Montgomery County. Montgomery County Public Schools, MD: Department of Educational Accountability.

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a disagree very strongly to agree very strongly response format:

Disagree very strongly = 1, disagree = 2, disagree just a little = 3, agree just a little = 4, agree =5, agree very strongly = 6

Instructions

Please indicate how much you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements.  Please think about the current school year as you consider each statement.

Subscale scoring
School-focused Invitations:  total subscale scores range from 5 to 30.  Higher scores indicate stronger perceptions of school-focused invitations. 

Empowerment-focused Invitations:  total subscale scores range from 3 to 18.  Higher scores indicate stronger perceptions of school-focused invitations.

Communication-focused Invitations:  total subscale scores range from 3 to 18.  Higher scores indicate stronger perceptions of school-focused invitations. 

Subscale:  School-focused Invitations (5 items)


reported alpha = .79 from PIP




Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

This school’s office staff treats me courteously


A5

and promptly.

The principal at this school is interested and



A19

cooperative when I discuss my child.

Teachers at this school are interested and cooperative

A22

when they discuss my child.

I feel welcome at this school.





A32

When my child first enrolled in this school, we were


A35

made to feel welcome.

Subscale:  Empowerment-focused Invitations (3 items)



reported alpha = .72




Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

This school does a good job of letting me know


A11

about ways I can help out in school.

Parent activities are scheduled at this school so that I

A13

can attend.

This school lets me know about meetings and special

A25

school events.

Subscale:  Communication-focused Invitations (3 items)


reported alpha = .72





Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

This school’s staff contacts me promptly about any


A2

problems involving my child.

The teachers at this school keep me informed about


A8

my child’s progress in school.

This school does a good job of letting me know about 

A28

school rules and policies.

Scale:  Parent’s Perceptions of General Invitations for Involvement from the Child (4 items) reported standardized alpha = .60

Source

Adapted from Walker, M. T., & Hoover-Dempsey, K. V. (2001, April). Age related patterns in student invitations to parental involvement in homework. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Seattle, WA.

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a disagree very strongly to agree very strongly response format:

Disagree very strongly = 1, disagree = 2, disagree just a little = 3, agree just a little = 4, agree =5, agree very strongly = 6

Instructions

Please indicate how much you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements.  Please think about the current school year as you consider each statement.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 6to24. Higher scores indicate a stronger perception of general invitations for involvement from the child.

Scale (4 items)










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

I get involved in my child’s education because


A9

s/he appreciates it when I get involved.

I get involved in my child’s education because s/he


A26

really wants me to be involved.

I get involved in my child’s education because s/he


A29

has a hard time with schoolwork.

I get involved in my child’s education because I want

A34

him/her to do well in school.

Scale:  Dependent Variable:  Decision to Become Involved (13 items) reported standardized alpha = .89

Source   based on a scale entitled "Parents' Involvement on All Types of Activities" developed by:
Epstein, J.L., and Salinas, K. C. (1993). School and Family Partnerships:  Surveys and summaries. Center on Families, Communities, Schools and Children's Learning. 

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a very unlikely to very likely response format:  Very unlikely = 1, somewhat unlikely = 2, somewhat likely = 3, very likely = 4

Instructions 
Please rate how likely you are to respond POSITIVELY to each of the following teacher requests.  Please use the following scale for your responses:  1 = Very unlikely, 2 = somewhat unlikely, 3 = somewhat likely, 4 = very likely. 

Subscale scoring


Child-Specific Decision to Become Involved reported standardized alpha = .84.   Total subscale scores range from 5 to 20. Higher scores indicate a stronger child-specific decision to become involved.
School-General Decision to Become Involved reported standardized alpha = .84  Total subscale scores range from 8 to 32. Higher scores indicate a stronger school-general decision to become involved.

Subscale:  Child-Specific Decision to Become Involved (5 items)










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire
Your child’s teacher asks you to help your child study for

B3

an upcoming math test.

Your child’s teacher asks you to talk with your child 

B10

about his/her school day.

Your child’s teacher asks you to work with your child

B11

on a specific homework assignment.

Your child’s teacher asks you to look over your child’s

B5

homework.

Your child’s teacher asks you to schedule a conference

B6

to discuss your child’s progress.

Subscale:  School-General Decision to Become Involved (8 items)










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire
Your child’s teacher sends home a note asking parents

B1

to send supplies for a class party.

Your child’s teacher asks you to send supplies for an

B4

educational activity in the classroom.

Your child’s teacher asks you to attend a student program

B9

at the school in the evening.

Your child’s teacher asks for parents to volunteer a few

B7

hours of time to beautify the school grounds.

Your child’s teacher asks for parents to help organize

B8

a field day at the school.

Your child’s teacher asks for volunteers to chaperone a

B2

class trip.

Your child’s teacher asks you to come to school to talk

B12

about your work or a special interest of yours.

Your child’s teacher asks you to help out in the classroom

B13

(for example, listen to children read).

Scale: Dependent Measure- Decision to Become Involved (13 items) * Pilot work for study 2
Source :  Lab created.

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a checklist format.  The responses are as follows:  

Can’t leave work, My child would want me to, No transportation, Don’t have skills

I am not interested, Can’t afford it, Don’t have confidence, Too many other responsibilities

The teacher doesn’t really want me to, Don’t understand what the teacher wants, I would do this activity

Instructions
Parents often want to be involved in their children’s education but many things can get in the way.  In this section, we want to know what things might keep you from being involved in the activities numbered below.  You can check as many things that get in the way as you need to.  If nothing would keep you from being involved in the activity, please check the “I would do this activity column.”  Remember, you can check as many things as you need to for each activity.

Scale scoring

Subscale 










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire
Your child’s teacher sends home a note asking


C1

parents to send supplies for a party.

Your child’s teacher asks for volunteers to 



C2

chaperone a class trip.

Your child’s teacher asks you to help your



C3

child study for an upcoming math test.

Your child’s teacher asks you to send supplies for


C4

an educational activity in the classroom.

Your child’s teacher asks you to look over your


C5

child’s homework.

Your child’s teacher asks you to schedule a conference to

C6

discuss your child’s progress.

Your child’s teacher asks for parents to volunteer a few 

C7

hours of time to beautify the school grounds.

Your child’s teacher asks for parents to help organize

C8

a field day at the school.

Your child’s teacher asks you to attend a student program

C9

at the school in the evening.

Your child’s teacher asks you to talk with your child 

C10

about his/her school day.

Your child’s teacher asks you to work with your child

C11

on a specific homework assignment.

Your child’s teacher asks you to come to school to talk

C12

about your work or a special interest of yours.

Your child’s teacher asks you to help out in the classroom

C13

(for example, listen to children read).

Scale:  Teacher’s Self-Efficacy for Helping Children Succeed in School (11 items) previously reported standardized alpha for 12 items from PIP study 1 = .86
Source

Hoover-Dempsey, K. V., Bassler, O. C., & Brissie, J. S. (1992). Explorations in parent-school relations. Journal of Educational Research, 85, (5), 287-294.

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a disagree very strongly to agree very strongly response format:

Disagree very strongly = 1, disagree = 2, disagree just a little = 3, agree just a little = 4, agree =5, agree very strongly = 6

Instructions

Please indicate how much you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements.  Please think about the current school year as you consider each statement.

Scale scoring
Total scale scores range from 11to 66. Higher scores indicate a stronger sense of efficacy for helping the child succeed in school.

Scale (11 items)










Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

I feel that I am making a significant educational difference



F2

in the lives of my students.

I feel as though some of my students are not making any



F4

academic progress. (reverse scored)
I am uncertain how to teach some of my students.
(reverse scored)

F6

There is a limited amount I can do to raise the (reversed items)


F8

performance level of my students.

If I try really hard, I can get through to the most 




F10

difficult and unmotivated students.

My students’ peers influence their motivation more




F12

than I do. (reverse scored)
Most of student’s school motivation depends on the




F14

home environment, so I have limited influence. (reverse scored)
Children are so private and complex, I never know if (reversed items)

F16

I am getting through to them.

My students’ peers influence their academic performance



F18

more than I do. (reverse scored)
I usually know how to get through to my students.




F20

I am successful with the students in my class.




F22

Scale:  Teacher’s Perceptions of General Invitations for Involvement from the School (11 items) reported standardized alpha = .93
Source

Adapted from Griffith’s parent satisfaction survey:  Griffith, J. (1996, February). Parent & student satisfaction with elementary schools in Montgomery County. Montgomery County Public Schools, MD: Department of Educational Accountability.

Response format and scale
All items in the scale use a disagree very strongly to agree very strongly response format:

Disagree very strongly = 1, disagree = 2, disagree just a little = 3, agree just a little = 4, agree =5, agree very strongly = 6

Instructions

Please indicate how much you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements.  Please think about the current school year as you consider each statement.

Subscale scoring

School-focused Invitations:  total subscale scores range from 5 to 30.  Higher scores indicate stronger perceptions of school-focused invitations. 
Empowerment-focused Invitations:  total subscale scores range from 3 to 18.  Higher scores indicate stronger perceptions of school-focused invitations.

Communication-focused Invitations:  total subscale scores range from 3 to 18.  Higher scores indicate stronger perceptions of school-focused invitations. 

Subscale:  School-focused School Climate (5 items)


reported alpha = .85






Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

When children are enrolled in this school, parents are

F1

made to feel welcome.
This school’s office staff treats parents courteously


F5

and promptly.

The principal at this school is interested and



F9

cooperative when talking to parents about their child.

Teachers at this school are interested and cooperative

F13

when they discuss a child’s progress with parents.

Parents feel welcome at this school.




F15

Subscale:  Empowerment-focused School Climate (3 items)



reported alpha = .84




Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

This school does a good job of letting parents know


F3

about ways they can help out in school.

Parent activities are scheduled at so that parents


F19

can attend.

This school lets parents know about meetings and special

F21

school events.

Subscale:  Communication-focused School Climate (3 items)


Items
reported alpha = .78




Section/item number 










On PIP Parent Questionnaire

This school’s staff contacts parents promptly about any

F7

problems involving their child.

This school does a good job of letting parents know about 

F11

school rules and policies.

Teachers at this school keep parents informed about


F17

their children’s progress in school.
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