
 
 
 

AGENDA  
 
Tuesday, April 1 
 
5 p.m.    Opening Dinner Ð La Hacienda restaurant 
 

Founded in 1992, La Hacienda is owned by a Mexican immigrant 
family. The family also owns a Mexican market, which was the first 
market to supply the local Hispanic community. They later opened 
the restaurant and a tortilla manufacturing plant that now services 
500 accounts throughout the South with corn and flour tortillas. 

 
 
Wednesday, April 2 
 
8 Ð 8:30 a.m.   Breakfast 

(All sessions on April 2 will meet in multipurpose room 
on the second floor of The Commons Center) 

 
8:30 Ð 9:30 a.m.  The Faces of Immigration Ð a look at migration patterns 

and immigration policy  
 

Katharine Donato, professor of sociology, Vanderbilt 
University  

 
9:30 Ð 10:45 a.m.  The Changing Home Sweet Home 

While border cities have been at the forefront of immigration 
issues, interior cities like Nashville are now dealing with 
implications for social services, health care, employment and 
the prospects for unionization. Nashville has the added 
factor of being unusually diverse when compared to other 
new destination cities in the South. 

 
Dan Cornfield, professor of sociology and director of the 
Center for Nashville Studies, Vanderbilt University 

 
10:45 Ð 10:50 a.m.   Break 
 



10:50 Ð 11:50a.m. The View from the Other Side Ð the political 
consequences of migration for home countries 

 
Jonathan Hiskey, associate professor of political science, 
Vanderbilt University 

 
Noon Ð 1 p.m.  Lunch 
 
 
1 Ð 2 p.m. From Speeches to Soundbites Ð How Presidents and 

Reporters Have Shaped the Immigration Debate 
 

Vanessa Beasley, associate professor of communications 
studies, Vanderbilt University 

 
2 Ð 3 p.m.   Looking For Law & Order: Illegal Immigration 
 

Robert Barsky, Vanderbilt University professor and editor of 
AmeriQuests, a Vanderbilt journal that focuses on dislocation 
and relocation in the Americas 

 
Daron Hall, Davidson County Sheriff 
 
Stephen Fotopulos, policy director, Tennessee Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRRC) 

  
 

3 Ð 3:15 p.m.  Break 
  
3:15 Ð 5 p.m.  The Dollars and Sense of Immigration 
 

Carol Swain, professor of political science and law, 
Vanderbilt University 

 
William Ford, Weatherford Chair of Finance, Middle 
Tennessee State University  

 
Thomas Negri, managing director, Loews Vanderbilt Hotel 

 
 
Thursday, April 3 
 
8 - 9 a.m.   Breakfast 

(All sessions on April 3 will meet in the Rand Hall 
Function Room) 

 



9 Ð 10:15 a.m.  Immigration: Back to the Future 
 

Gary Gerstle, James Stahlman Professor of History, 
Vanderbilt University 

 
10:15-10:30 a.m.   Break 
 
10:30 Ð 11:30 a.m. Expanding the American Dream Ð how in-state tuition 

policies are affecting college enrollment among 
immigrants 

 
Stella Flores, assistant professor of public policy and higher 
education, Vanderbilt University 

 
Noon Ð 1 p.m.   Lunch 
 
1:10 Ð 2:20 p.m.  Coming to America Ð real life stories of immigrants 
 
2:45 Ð 4:30 p.m.  Visit to community organization Catholic Charities 
    

   
Friday, April 4 
 
8 Ð 9 a.m.   Breakfast 
 
9:30 Ð 11:30 a.m.  Visit to community organization Conexi—n AmŽricas 
    

Conexi—n AmŽricasÕ mission is to help Latino families realize 
social and economic advancement by promoting their 
integration into the local community. 
 
Renata Soto, executive director, Conexi—n AmŽricas 

 
Immigrant family  
 

11:45 a.m.   Fellowship concludes, return to hotel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


