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Abstract: Thanks.

The Journal of Public Economic Theory and the Association for Public Economic Theory were
founded in 1997. Their mission was two fold: First, to raise the profile of theoretical work in public
economics in hopes that increasing the conversation between theorists and empiricists would increase
the relevance of the theory and quality of the empirical work. Second, to connect economic theorists
and public economists in hopes of encouraging new research from synergistic interactions.

To whatever extent we have made progress on these two fronts, the credit belongs to the many people
who have contributed to the Journal and to the Association for Public Economic Theory (APET).
Since its founding, the Journal has grown from 400 pages to 1000 pages and from four to six issues
per year. In addition, the journal has just been accepted into the Social Science Citation Index. The
Journal will be moving to a completely electronic editorial system in the next few months.

Meeting face to face with other researchers with similar interests and exchanging views and ideas is an
exciting and important component of scholarship. APET, with its PET conferences, aims to facilitate
such exchanges. APET now has about 400 members and the PET meetings, which at this point are
held every year, typically attract more than 200 people in places ranging from Paris to Hanoi, and
Tuscaloosa to Istanbul. You can see news of our upcoming meetings at

www.APET.org

We would like to take this opportunity to formally thank a few of the many people to whom JPET and
APET are indebted.

Let us begin by thanking the members of the JPET editorial board who put countless hours into the
task of finding referees, reading papers themselves and writing reports, and keeping the editorial
process moving along.
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We would also like to thank the previous members of the editorial board who gave yeoman service
and have now moved on to contribute further to our profession in other ways.
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The Journal could not have been successful without APET and the PET meetings that were organized
under its sponsorship. We would first like to thank Cuong Le Van and Frank Page for their work on
the executive of APET. We would also like to especially acknowledge the generous efforts of the main
organizers of the PET conferences and the financial and in-kind contributions of the universities at
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We would also like to announce three more PET conferences and thank the organizers for
volunteering , for the work they have already done and for their future efforts for these events:
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We would be remiss if we did not thank the universities who have donated administrative and
secretarial resources to running the JPET editorial office and especially to the journal secretaries who
have put in so many hours keeping the ship together.
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Last, and most importantly, we would like to offer our most sincere thanks to the authors who have
submitted papers, the referees who have given so very generously of their time reviewing this work, to
the readers and subscribers, and to all the people who have taken the trouble to share their work at
the PET conferences over the years. With your help, we look forward to continuing and accelerating
advances in public economic theory in the years to come



