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“Reading the Bible Is Not a Spectator Sport!” 

“I learned never to speak a word of judgment without speaking a word of grace.”

 (Emilie M. Townes)

RLST 210 REL DIV 3152

 INTERPRETING THE GOSPELS:  Focus MATTHEW
Fall 2011
Room Div G23:   Monday 3:10—5:30   Discussion groups:  Div G25,  Div G26,  and Div G28
Tentative Schedule
[image: image1.jpg]



M-Aug. 22
Introducing the semester
a) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospels:   Different analytical choices as outlined by Mark Allan  Powell,  Introduction to the Gospels, pp. 1-37.   From Exegesis (what the text meant) to Hermeneutics (what the text means) or vice versa?    
READING:  Mark Allan  Powell,  Introduction to the Gospels, pp. 1-37.   
b) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  The Importance of Contextual Biblical Studies in preparation for the pastoral ministry – the preacher as model.  Main points of a sermon on Matt 5:13-16:  
1) What are the needs of the congregation’s life that this text could address?

[Do these needs concern (A)  Their private or individual life?  B)  Their life in family?  C)  Their life in a Christian Community?  D) Their life in society (at work, at school, in their social life)?  E)  Their life in a culture (with its vision of the purpose of life, its values, its ideologies, its philosophies)?  F) Their life in relationship with people with different religious convictions?  G) Another area of life?] 

2) Which theological theme found in the text would need to be emphasized to formulate and support a teaching that addresses this contextual need?  
3) What are the features of the text that you viewed as most important to formulate this teaching?   
c)  PLENARY:   Diversity of Interpretations … among your formulations of the teaching of Matt 5:13-16
M-Aug. 29
Introducing the semester
a) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew (Preparing ROUNDTABLES # 1, #2, and 3):  presentation of THE CONTEXTUAL BIBLE INTERPRETATION FORM  




READING:  The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction.   pp.  1-14.
b) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other (Parts A and B of Form). 

To be prepared for August 29:   Exercise on Matt 5:13-16  Theme:  discipleship.  What is ACCORDING TO YOU the teaching of Matt. 5:13-16 ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP for Christian believers today in a particular context of your choice?  (Use the Contextual Bible Interpretation Form Part A & B  [[at the end of Syllabus]] = the form on The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction   pp 29-32)


READING:  The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction.   pp.  19-42 

Two groups:  two provisional leaders and two provisional scribes
c) PLENARY:  How do other readings DIFFER from yours?  (=What do you learn from other interpreters – scholars and classmates?)  Report from Groups (Performing Roundtable # 2;  Part C  of form) 

Preliminary discussion:  Different plausible teachings ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP.   Which view of discipleship did you adopt?  
READING:  The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction.   pp.  58-75;  tip:  compare the “boxes” regarding the “theological choices”)  

M-Sept. 5

SPECIAL SESSION;  SEEING THE MOVIE:  Pier Paolo Pasolini **The Gospel according to St. Matthew**

Matthew 1-4 
Jesus-Christ, Emmanuel, Son of God, Kingdom, Salvation  
A) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew  
1) Overviews of Matthew:  Relationship between Mark and Matthew 
 READINGS:   The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity: Articles on “Jesus, Quest for the Historical,” “Matthew,” “Mark,”   Mark Allan  Powell,  Introduction to the Gospels, 38-84. 

2) Methods for reading Matthew : how the methods discussed by Anderson and Moore about Mark apply to Matthew?   
READINGS: Anderson and Moore, Mark and Method, pp. 1-24.  Review Reading:  The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction   pp.  19-75
B) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other.    
Assignment:  your CONTEXTUAL INTERPRETATION REPORT on Matthew 1-4  using the Form (Parts A, B, C, and D)  

due by e-mail for grading;  send to your faculty leader (also bring a hard copy for class use) either Daniel.Patte@vanderbilt.edu or  amy.l.allen.1@Vanderbilt.Edu or arthur.f.carter@Vanderbilt.Edu 
Come to discussion with your interpretation of the most important teaching of Matt 1-4 for chosen Christian believers in a particular context today (using the Contextual Bible Interpretation form).  

THEME (a broad opening theme):  Jesus-Messiah, Son of God, Emmanuel as related to the proclamation/manifestation of the kingdom/empire and of salvation 

Identify the particular view of “Christology,” “Kingdom,” and “Salvation” you presupposed in your interpretation on the basis of the series of alternatives presented in The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, articles “Christology” (pp. 214-217), “Kingdom” (pp. 690-691) and “Salvation”  (pp. 1125-1126). [Also suggested reading: the many other articles about “Christology” “Jesus” and “Kingdom”; we will come back to these.]
Group # 1   
How does your teaching (and its specific views of christology,  kingdom and salvation)  compare with Garland’s?  

READINGS: Matthew 1-4 

Garland, Reading Matthew: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the First Gospel commentary on Matthew 1 – 4 pp. 13-49.  

LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 2   How does your teaching (and its specific views of christology,  kingdom and salvation)  compare with Carter’s?  

 
READINGS: Matthew 1-4 
Carter, Matthew and the Margins: A Sociopolitical and Religious Reading, commentary on Matthew 1 – 4 pp. 53-116.  
 LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 3   How does your teaching (and its specific views of christology,  kingdom and salvation)  compare with Patte’s?  

READINGS: Matthew 1-4 

Patte, The Gospel according to Matthew.  A Commentary on Matthew’s Faith [on reserve], commentary on Matthew 1 – 4 pp. 16-59.  
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
C) PLENARY:  Scribe reports on the different plausible views of key themes discussed in each group  = What do you learn from other interpreters –scholars and members of the seminar?  (Part C of Form) 

READING:  The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction.   pp.  58-75;  tip:  compare the “boxes” regarding the “theological choices”)  

M-Sept. 12

Matthew 5:1-16 and 7:13-29

Discipleship  

A) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew: “A Critical Study of the Sermon on the Mount as Scripture”  
READINGS:    The Challenge of Discipleship: A Critical Study of the Sermon on the Mount as Scripture, pp. 3-22
B) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other 

Assignment:  your CONTEXTUAL INTERPRETATION REPORT on Matthew 5:1-16 and 7:13-29  and its most significant teaching on DISCIPLESHIP for chosen Christian believers in a particular context today (using the Contextual Bible Interpretation form).  

Group # 1   Theme:   Discipleship as Doing God’s Will  =  How does the view of discipleship and ethics you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of Discipleship as Doing God’s Will?   
READINGS: Matthew 5:1-16 and 7:13-29 

 The Challenge of Discipleship: pp. 25-117 (Reading A [A1 & A2] and B)
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Discipleship,” “Ethics and Christianity Cluster”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 2   Theme:   Discipleship as Imitating Christ =  How does the view of discipleship and ethics you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of Discipleship as Imitating Christ?  
READINGS: Matthew 5:1-16 and 7:13-29 

 The Challenge of Discipleship: pp. 25-117 (Reading C and D)
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Discipleship,” “Ethics and Christianity Cluster”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 3   Theme:   Discipleship as Struggling for the Kingdom and God’s Justice  =  How does the view of discipleship and ethics you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of Discipleship as Struggling for the Kingdom and God’s Justice?  
READINGS: Matthew 5:1-16 and 7:13-29 

 The Challenge of Discipleship: pp. 25-117 (Reading E)
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Discipleship,” “Ethics and Christianity Cluster”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
C) PLENARY:  Scribe reports on the different plausible views of  discipleship and ethics discussed in each group  = What do you learn from other interpreters –scholars and members of the seminar?  (Part C of Form) 

M-Sept. 19

Matthew 5:17-48 and 7:12
 Discipleship, Divorce, and Not Resisting Evil  

A) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew:  Redaction criticism, Literary Criticism, Socio-Political criticism, Deconstructive Criticism,  and Ethics of Interpretation  
READINGS:  The Challenge of Discipleship: A Critical Study of the Sermon on the Mount as Scripture, pp. 211-234.  Anderson and Moore, Mark and Method, “Deconstructive Criticism,”  pp.  29-55

B) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other 

Assignment:  your CONTEXTUAL INTERPRETATION REPORT on Matthew 5:17-48 and 7:12 and its most significant teaching on DISCIPLESHIP, DIVORCE, AND/OR NOT RESISTING EVIL for chosen Christian believers in a particular context today (using the Contextual Bible Interpretation form).  

Group # 1   Theme:   Discipleship, divorce and/or not resisting evil  as Doing God’s Will =  How does the view of discipleship, divorce/marriage and/or not resisting evil (pacifism) you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of Discipleship as Doing God’s Will (Reading A & B)?  
READINGS: Matthew 5:17-48 and 7:12

 The Challenge of Discipleship: pp. 121-210 (Reading A and B)
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Marriage, Theology and Practice Cluster,” “Pacifism.”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 2   Theme:   Discipleship, divorce and/or not resisting evil  as Imitating Christ =  How does the view of discipleship, divorce/marriage and/or not resisting evil (pacifism)  you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of Discipleship, divorce and/or not resisting evil as Imitating Christ?  
READINGS: Matthew 5:17-48 and 7:12

 The Challenge of Discipleship: pp. 121-210 (Reading C and D)
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Marriage, Theology and Practice Cluster,” “Pacifism.”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 3   Theme:   Discipleship, divorce and/or not resisting evil  as Struggling for the Kingdom and God’s Justice  =  How does the view of discipleship, divorce/marriage and/or not resisting evil (pacifism)  you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of Discipleship, divorce and/or not resisting evil  as Struggling for the Kingdom and God’s Justice?  
READINGS: Matthew 5:17-48 and 7:12

The Challenge of Discipleship: pp. 121-210 (Reading E)
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Marriage, Theology and Practice Cluster,” “Pacifism.”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
C) PLENARY:  Scribe reports on the different plausible views of discipleship, divorce and/or not resisting evil  discussed in each group  = What do you learn from other interpreters –scholars and members of the seminar?  (Part C of Form) 

M-Sept. 26

Matthew 8-9
 Jesus’ Miracles
Assignment # 1: By MondaySept 26 at 10 am:  Choosing a text for your final paper:     Give three (3) top choices of a text in the second part of Matthew (13 - 28; as sub-divided in the rest of the syllabus) upon which you will want to develop a topic for your final paper (the more specific proposal will be due next week).   [[See Appendix]]
Assignment # 2:  your Contextual Interpretation Reports of Matthew 8-9  using the Form (Parts A, B, C, and D) due by e-mail for grading;  send to your faculty leader (also bring a hard copy for class use) either Daniel.Patte@vanderbilt.edu or  amy.l.allen.1@Vanderbilt.Edu or arthur.f.carter@Vanderbilt.Edu 
.

A) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew:  Matthew As Narrative 
READINGS: Anderson and Moore, Mark and Method, “Narrative Criticism,”  pp.  29-55
B) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other (PLEASE CHOOSE ANOTHER COMMENTARY THAN THE ONE YOU STUDIED SEPT 4)  For Part C of your form:  How does the view of Jesus’ miracles (including healing miracles) you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of the commentary you studied (for options see CDC)?

Group # 1   Theme:  Jesus’ Miracles:  “Jesus as the One who has Power, Restoring Life to Others” 
READINGS: Matthew  8-9  
Garland, Reading Matthew: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the First Gospel commentary on Matthew 8-9 pp. 91-108  (review 50-90 on Matt 5-7).
 The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Miracle,” “Health, Healing, and Christianity Cluster” (esp. pp. 494-96) “Symbolism”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 2   Theme:   Jesus’ Miracles:  “God’s Empire Displayed in Jesus’ Actions”
READINGS: Matthew 8-9     

Carter, Matthew and the Margins: A Sociopolitical and Religious Reading, commentary on Matthew 8-9  pp. 196-231.  
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Miracle,” “Health, Healing, and Christianity Cluster” (esp. pp. 494-96) “Symbolism”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 3   Theme:  Jesus’ Miracles:   “Jesus as Miracle Worker, Manifestation of the Holy among Us”
READINGS: Matthew  8-9  
Patte, The Gospel According to Matthew:  A Commentary on Matthew’s Faith [on reserve], commentary on Matthew 8 – 9 pp. 109-135.  
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Miracle,” “Health, Healing, and Christianity Cluster” (esp. pp. 494-96) “Symbolism”
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
C) PLENARY:  Scribe reports on the different plausible views of the key theme(s) discussed in each group  = What do you learn from other interpreters –scholars and members of the seminar?  (Part C of Form) 

M-Oct. 3

Matthew 9:36-10:42
 Mission
>ASSIGNMENT:  THE PROPOSAL FOR YOUR PAPER (see Appendix) IS DUE as hard copy in class (by e-mail by class time).

A) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew:  Feminist Reading of Matthew  
READINGS:    Anderson and Moore, Mark and Method, “Feminist Criticism,”  pp.  111-140  
Suggested Reading:  Elaine Wainwright,  Shall We Look for Another?: A Feminist Reading of the Matthean Jesus  (a commentary you might want to choose for your paper)
B) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other (PLEASE CHOOSE ANOTHER COMMENTARY THAN THE ONE YOU STUDIED SEPT 4 AND SEPT 26)  For Part C of your form:  How does the view of Mission that you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of the commentary you studied (for options see CDC)?

Group # 1   Theme:  Mission (definition; goal; way of practicing it; differences and similarities between Jesus’ and the disciples’ mission) 
READINGS: Matthew 9:36-10:42  

Garland, Reading Matthew: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the First Gospel commentary on Matthew 9:36-10:42, pp. 109-119. 
 The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Mission Cluster” (esp. pp. 814-815; 819-821) 
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 2   Theme:  Mission (definition; goal; way of practicing it; differences and similarities between Jesus’ and the disciples’ mission) 
READINGS: Matthew  9:36-10:42   
Carter, Matthew and the Margins: A Sociopolitical and Religious Reading, commentary on Matthew 9:36-10:42 pp. 232-246.
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Mission Cluster” (esp. pp. 814-815; 819-821) 
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 3   Theme:   Mission (definition; goal; way of practicing it; differences and similarities between Jesus’ and the disciples’ mission) 
READINGS: Matthew 9:36-10:42   
Patte, The Gospel According to Matthew:  A Commentary on Matthew’s Faith [on reserve], commentary on Matthew 9:36-10:42  pp. 138-157.
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Mission Cluster” (esp. pp. 814-815; 819-821) 
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
C) PLENARY:  Scribe reports on the different plausible views of the key theme(s) discussed in each group  = What do you learn from other interpreters –scholars and members of the seminar?  (Part C of Form) 

[[Oct. 6th & 7th ***Fall BREAK ***… No break for us!]]
M-Oct. 10

Matthew 11:2-12:50
Jesus’ relation to culture 

Doubt, Indifference, and Dissent -- Discerning Jesus’ Identity and Authority
A) LECTURE:  Methods for Reading the Gospel of Matthew:   Social Critical and Cultural Reading of Matthew (and the role of community religious experience) 
READINGS:    Anderson and Moore, Mark and Method, “Social Criticism,” & “Cultural Criticism” pp.  145-176; 181-207  
B) ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN GROUPS:  Formulating your own reading, expressing it, listening to other.   For Part C of your form:  How does the view of Jesus’ relation to culture (including its religious aspects)  that you presupposed in your interpretation compare with the view of the commentary you studied (for options see CDC)?

Group # 1   Theme:  Jesus’ relation to culture: Doubt, Indifference, and Dissent -- Discerning Jesus’ Identity and Authority
READINGS: Matthew 11:2-12:50     

Garland, Reading Matthew: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the First Gospel commentary on Matthew 11:2-12:50       
 The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Jesus, Images of, Cluster”  (esp. 643-645); “Culture and Christianity” (esp. 292-293) “Faith” (406-407), Doubt.
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 2   Theme:    Jesus’ relation to culture: Doubt, Indifference, and Dissent -- Discerning Jesus’ Identity and Authority
READINGS: Matthew 11:2-12:50   
Carter, Matthew and the Margins: A Sociopolitical and Religious Reading, commentary on Matthew  11:2-12:50
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Jesus, Images of, Cluster”  (esp. 643-645); “Culture and Christianity” (esp. 292-293) “Faith” (406-407), Doubt.
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
Group # 3   Theme:  Jesus’ relation to culture: Doubt, Indifference, and Dissent -- Discerning Jesus’ Identity and Authority 
READINGS: Matthew  11:2-12:50    
Patte, The Gospel According to Matthew:  A Commentary on Matthew’s Faith [on reserve], commentary on Matthew  11:2-12:50   .
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, “Jesus, Images of, Cluster”  (esp. 643-645); “Culture and Christianity” (esp. 292-293) “Faith” (406-407), Doubt.
LEADER: _______________________________     SCRIBE: _______________________________
C) PLENARY:  Scribe reports on the different plausible views of the key theme(s) discussed in each group  = What do you learn from other interpreters –scholars and members of the seminar?  (Part C of Form) 

M-Oct. 17
Matthew 13
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 
PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________

PAPER 5: _______________________________     
M-Oct. 24

  Matthew 14-16:20
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 

PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________

PAPER 5: _______________________________     
M-Oct. 31
Matthew 16:21-18:35
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 

PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________
PAPER 5: _______________________________     
M-Nov. 7

Matthew 19-22
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 

PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________
PAPER 5: _______________________________     
M-Nov. 14

 Matthew 23-25
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 

PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________
PAPER 5: _______________________________     
[Nov. 19-27  ***Thanksgiving Holidays***]]
M-Nov. 28

 Matthew 26-27 
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 

PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________
PAPER 5: _______________________________     
M-Dec. 5
Matthew 28
LECTURE AND READINGS RELATED TO TOPICS OF FIVE OF YOUR PAPERS 

PAPER 1: _______________________________     PAPER 2: _______________________________
PAPER 3: _______________________________     PAPER 4: _______________________________
PAPER 5: _______________________________     
Paper Due – M-Dec. 12 at 3:00pm   Both digital copy and hard copy are required 
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