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Contextual Bible Interpretation Form
NAME ______________________________ MATTHEW ch./verses  ________ CHOSEN THEME:  _______________________ 

Comparing my interpretation with ______________________  (a scholar)  and  ____________________ (my group leader)
Parts A & B:  PREPARING A CONTEXTUAL INTERPRETATION:  What is the teaching of this text of MATTHEW on this THEME for certain Christian believers in a particular context today?   

(Parts A & B:  See  Patte, Stubbs, Ukpong, Velunta:  The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction,   19-42.)
PART A:  Preparing ROUNDTABLE # 1 IDENTIFYING A CONTEXT TODAY for which this text seems to have a teaching for Christian believers and their lives as you *envision* them in this context (Note: YOUR CHOICE!  Everyone can envision such Christians, whether or not one is a Christian.)


1) BRIEFLY DESCRIBE (as concretely as possible) this plausible, realistic life-context where Christian believers would benefit from a teaching from this text about the chosen theme (the description [story] of an actual situation in which believers are involved is the best way to show the contextual problem):  
2) WHAT VERSES OR PHRASES Suggested to You That Matthew ch.____  Seems to Have a Teaching for this Particular Life-context?  = What is the most significant features of the text in your interpretation?  
3) IDENTIFYING THE NEEDS CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS HAVE IN THIS CONTEXT for Their Lives as Christians 
a) What is the primary aspect of the believers’ life that these needs/problems concern [often needs associated with their neighbors]?  Choose the primary ONE (make a choice!):
 A)  Their private or individual life?  B)  Their life in family?  C)  Their life in a Christian Community?  D) Their life in society (at work, at school, in their social life)?  E)  Their life in a culture (with its vision of the purpose of life, its values, its ideologies, its philosophies)?  F)   Their life in relationship with people with different religious convictions?  G)  Another area of life (explain!)? 

YOUR ANSWER (with brief explanation):  

b)  What is the primary root-problem that these Christian believers face in this life-context (might concern them directly or might concern other people around them) and that the teaching of the text should address?  
Choose the primary ONE (= Make a choice!):   A) A lack of /wrong KNOWLEDGE? What kind? Who lacks this knowledge?     B)   A lack of ABILITY?  To do what?  Who lacks this ability?    C)  A lack of/ wrong WILL?  To do what?  Who lacks this will?    D) A wrong IDEOLOGY?  What kind?  Who has this wrong ideology?  E) A lack of/wrong FAITH/VISION?  What kind?  Who lacks this vision/faith?  

YOUR ANSWER (with complete explanations; why not the others?): 
PART B:  Preparing ROUNDTABLE # 1  THE TEACHING OF this text of MATTHEW on this THEME for these believers in this context 
1)  Formulating this Teaching:  Keeping in mind the needs that the believers have for their life as Christians in this context and that you think this text addresses (see across), formulate this teaching :

“The main teaching of this Scriptural text regarding this theme for these believers’ life as Christians in this situation today is  ......................  

2) Your Understanding of the Theme:  (See Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity for different plausible understanding of the THEME)

“In my formulation of this teaching, I posited that [[THE THEME]] is to be understood in the following way: ……..

3) The Role of Scripture Presupposed by this Teaching:   What is the role [SINGULAR!] of Scripture presupposed by the above formulation of the teaching of Matthew’s text for these particular believers in this particular context? What would be the most appropriate metaphor [SINGULAR!] for this role of the text of Scripture?    

Choose the primary ONE:   A) LAMP TO MY FEET that teaches believers KNOWLEDGE of what they should do (Do what?) or, of what they are called to do (what are they called to do?).  B)  RULE OF THE COMMUNITY that conveys EITHER a KNOWLEDGE of what they must do to belong to the community (Do what?) OR, through demands or threats (of exclusion), establishes the WILL (to do to what?) OR posits an IDEOLOGY;     C)  GOOD NEWS that conveys EITHER KNOWLEDGE of God’s love (In which way?)  OR, expresses God’s love and establishes their WILL (to do what?) as a response to God’s love.   D) FAMILY ALBUM that conveys to them EITHER an IDEOLOGY OR a FAITH/VISION of their identity as members of God’s family and thus, calls them to a special vocation and establishes their WILL (to do what?)    E)  CORRECTIVE GLASSES that gives them a VISION of God’s presence in their lives (where in their lives?) and/or show them that God is at work in their lives; secondarily, this vision EMPOWERS/ENABLES them or establishes their WILL (to do what in imitation of God?) AND/OR an IDEOLOGY.  F)  EMPOWERING WORD that gives them the POWER/ABILITY to struggle for the kingdom and God(s justice (by overcoming what difficult situation?).  G) HOLY BIBLE that shatters their view of life by giving them a new FAITH/VISION (of what?).  H) ANOTHER METAPHOR: Explain. 

 YOUR ANSWER (with explanation; why not the others?):  

Part C-1:  Preparing ROUNDTABLE # 2.   Briefly list the main differences between YOUR interpretation and the interpretation of the SCHOLARLY READING you signed up to read (Part C:  See The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction,   43-72.)
Differences with THE SCHOLARLY READING ____________________ (name of scholar) concerning:   

a) The different understandings of the THEME  (See Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity for different plausible understandings of the THEME) (compare with your view as presented in Part B 2)
b) The different features/verses of the passage of Matthew viewed as most important/ significant in each case:  (compare with your view as presented in Part A 2)
c) The different kinds of contextual problems and root-problems presupposed or stated by the two formulations of the teaching of the passage of Matthew ; (compare with your view as presented in Part A 3)

Part C-2:  Preparing ROUNDTABLE # 2.   Briefly list the main differences between your interpretation and those of YOUR GROUP LEADER (received by e-mail).  Differences concerning 

Differences with the reading of my GROUP LEADER ________________  (name) concerning:   

d) The different understandings of the THEME  (See Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity for different plausible understandings of the THEME) (compare with your view as presented in Part B 2)

e) The different features/verses of the passage of Matthew viewed as most important/ significant in each case:  (compare with your view as presented in Part A 2)

f) The different kinds of contextual problems and root-problems presupposed or stated by the two formulations of the teaching of the passage of Matthew ; (compare with your view as presented in Part A 3)

Part D:  Preparing ROUNDTABLE # 3.   PERSONAL ASSESSMENT of this Teaching.   (Part D:  See The Gospel of Matthew:  A Contextual Introduction,   81-87.)
Since the “Christian believer” you envisioned above might be very different from you -- especially if you belong to another religious tradition or if you are non-religious -- you need to ask two questions: 

1) What did you personally learn from this text?  What was new, surprising (positively or negatively) in this text for you?  How is this reflected in your interpretation?
2) How do you personally rate the value of the teaching you formulated regarding the needs involved in the chosen life context?  
Is it a “good” (e.g., helpful, effective) teaching for overcoming the problem in this life-context?  Can you envision a “better” teaching (for instance, on the basis of different biblical texts, or of a different religious traditions, or philosophies)?  Or does it lead to a dubious understanding of the “real” problem in this situation?  Or again, does it propose a solution to this problem that is most dangerous and could end up having devastating effects for the people involved?

3)  Which of the three teachings (yours, the scholar’s, your leader’s) is “better” to address the needs of believers?  What difference does it make to choose one interpretation rather than the other? 

What needs does the given interpretation address or fail to address in a specific life-context?  What problematic effects does it have--or could potentially have--in a specific life-context?  Who benefits?  Who is hurt? (Loving Neighbor)
How does the given interpretation relate to basic convictions and values (about God and God’s will)?  What is the role of convictions in the Christian believers’ choices of an interpretation?   (Loving God) 

You choice: The best interpretation  (among these three interpretations) for believers in this context is ………………..:  And here is why………………………………
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