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Beef against Oprah

is a case of baloney

PRAH Winfrey is guilly of being
very popular.

And that about sums up the silly trial
being conducted in Amarillo, Texas, in-
vilving the television personality,

Some members of the beef industry

.._have sued Winiftey, saying a show she did
“regard EHE nafety EElsed . _serious
damage to’ their business. In April 1896,
winfrey and her guest, activist Howard
Lyman were discussing meat safety on
her show."Lyman described how animal’
gﬁ;ﬁa Aed to other animals could Tedd To

.mww disease. boing spread ([0 o

At one point in the show, Winfrey
pmclwmed “It has just stopped me feom
eating another burger!”

And the beefl industry had a cow.

-Paul Engler, an Amarillo cattle feeder,
and other plaintiffs claim they losl more
than $12 million as a result of ihe show,
They are steking ynspegified damages,.
ufilizing one of a rash of “veggie libel

“Veggie libel” laws are
constitutionally suspect

conscious about the effects of ealing red
meat. :

But even if Winfrey's show did cause a
drop in callle prices, so what? There arc

~endless factors that cause fluctualions in

commaodity prices. . i
. The theme of the show was 1eg|1:|mate

cand ihe lopic was responsible. Winfrey

stated__an opinion. Her audience had the
option of agreeing or disagreeing Dut
Winfrey has a right to speak her mind.
She also has the right to sct an agenda if
she chooses, just as Hush Limbaugh has a
right to criticize Democrals, or Jay Leno

“to rididule Q.. Simpson. -

And the meat industry has flie right to
counter Winfrey in  adverlisements,

laws, which attempt to prohibit damagiig _ ooeeches, appearances and, if it wants, 4

rcmarll:s about food products, The consti=__

T h laws, which now exist .
12 states, i3 highfy suspect.
" The catile mdGeTy Shoald 1ry a better
approach. For starters, concern about
meat safety didn't begin and end with
Oprh Winfrey, The puldic has seen in
mainstream news for (he past few years
how bacteria in meat have caused seri-
ous illnesses. It could also be argued that
beef prices were on a decling due 1¢
. normal market influences. And if nothing
.clse, people have become more heallh-
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‘boyeoltt of Winfrey's show.

But what the meat mdmt.ry is rcall}r
saying wilth this lawsuil is that it believes
its own advertising can't match Winfrey's
appeal. If that's the case, bully for her.

Her critics say free speech doesnt
mean you have a right fo yell “fire” in 4
crowded theater, They are right that {ree
specch has a limit, but Winfreys re
marks dido'l. come anywhere close to
that limil. The callle hands wanl 4 seape-
goat. They should icome up-w1th SOTE-
thing Letter than that @ i
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Kﬂ@ Day remmds
of what's at stake

To the Editor:

As I write thiz on Marlin L
King Day, the federal and
buildings are closed for the
part, schools are nil in sessiol
professionols work on, oblivie
the moment that requests our
and reconsidecation.

* %k
" University classes are still
sion, markeleers are busy mark
researchers are rescarching, :
host of professionals from atle
o physicians arc busy “catehir
in their offices,

‘Unless you know better, ther
fow people who really do
over" into the world of rao
make if a part af their daily d
zocial living, giving Ihiﬁ nlay pau
qpccm] meaning.

Smne are married tu peuI
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