Conference Announcement and Call for Papers

Giving Voice to Other Beings
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN
May 2-4 2008 

Organizer: David Wood

Assistant Organizer: Elizabeth Covington

In the case of the non-human stakeholders on the planet, we never had the illusion of democratic participation, but the possibilities of informal listening, noticing, engagement, conversation and even representation are no less compelling. We may not be able to establish a parliament of all beings, or an ecological democracy, but other species, tribes of a quite different ilk, make claims on us for systematic respect and consideration. As the rate of species extinction accelerates, and the web of life begins to come apart, what once looked like an ethical option is starting to look like a condition for our own survival. This interdisciplinary conference will look at questions of representation (religious, legal, literary, philosophical), along with the whole range of our communication and engagement with non-humans, and with the ethical and even 'spiritual' dimensions of these questions.

Speakers include
Cary Wolfe, Roger Gottlieb, Kelly Oliver, Peter Steeves, Paul Waldau, Bill Martin, Irene Klaver, Len Lawlor 

Call for Papers

Main program: There are still some slots open on the main program.

Graduate Pre-Conference: There will be a graduate pre-conference Fri May 2 (9am-5pm).

In either case, one page abstracts of 20 min papers should be sent to david.c.wood@vanderbilt.edu by January 20 2008 or ASAP thereafter.
The conference will be held at Vanderbilt’s Scarritt-Bennett Center: “Ten tree-filled, park-like acres in the heart of Nashville”. The gothic architecture, combined with beautifully landscaped grounds provide a peaceful environment for reflection and conversation. Rooms $45-55 per night.

